
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at twelve 

(12:00) o’clock noon at their regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Scott Robinson, 

Jerry R. Hicks, A. R. Sims, John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  There were none absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Tommy Comeaux. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Greg Manley. 

 On motion by A. R. Sims, seconded by Scott Robinson, the Board approved the Minutes of     

May 9, 2017 as presented.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion 

unanimously carried. 

 Motion by Greg Manley, seconded by Carey Walker, that the Board approve the Agenda to 

include the following additions since mail-out:  Under IX. Business:  4. Presentation of Ouachita Bridge 

Academy (Mickey Merritt), 6.  Fence and Parking Lot for Highland Elementary and, Under XI. Permission 

to Bid:  5. Small Equipment and 6. Temp. Monitoring System.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 Upon motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by Greg Manley, the Board unanimously approved 

the amended Agenda. 

 In his personnel report, Dr. Coker announced that Margaret Haman has been appointed to the 

position of Principal of Swartz Lower Elementary, effective July 3, 2017, replacing current principal Judy 

Manning due to her impending retirement in July.  The new Title I Coordinator position (a 12 mo. 

position) has been filled by Jennifer Nugent, effective July 3, 2017.   

 Dr. Coker asked the Board’s permission to fill two assistant principal positions at Ouachita High 

School and open up for application through the interview process.  These positions were left vacant with 

the appointments of Larry Long, recently appointed (Principal of OPHS) and Keasha Jones now (Principal 

of East Ouachita Middle School).  Dr. Coker further requested the Board to allow Personnel Director 

Todd Guice to name one committee for both interviews since they are for the same school and after 

conducting the interview, let this committee pick two from the top five (5) candidates.  Whereby, Carey 

Walker moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board grant permission to Mr. Guice to use one 

selection committee to interview applicants who are applying for the two available assistant principal 

positions at Ouachita Parish High School, then allow the committee to select two out of the top  five 

candidates to fill these two positions.  Following an offer from President Hicks for public comment, 

motion carried unanimously. 

 Dr. Coker continued his request for permission to fill two other positions.  A new Assistant 

Principal is needed at East Ouachita Middle School and a Special Education supervisor is needed to fill 

the position left vacant due to the recent death of the former supervisor, Teresa Howard.  Whereby, 

Greg Manley moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that the Board grant permission to Dr. Coker to open 

the positions of an assistant principal of East Ouachita Middle School and a supervisor of Special 



Education through the interview process.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment 

and motion carried unanimously. 

 Personnel Director Todd Guice was assisted by Dr. Coker and Greg Manley in recognizing 

Sterlington High School’s baseball team, their seniors and coaches as winners of the State Playoff Game, 

ranking them No. 1 in the State, ultimately capturing the AA Championship.  Dr. Coker extended 

congratulations to them on their performance, together with the Sterlington High School football team, 

winners of the State Football Championship Competition this past year, as well as, acknowledging the 

Sterlington High School Girls’ Softball team, declared State Runner-Up Champions.  Again, Dr. Coker took 

the opportunity to salute Sterlington High School’s athletic performance throughout the year and 

thought that it was remarkable within itself and didn’t think any other school in the State of Louisiana 

achieved this level of distinction within a school year. Each senior baseball player was introduced and 

presented a certificate of excellence in performance award from the Board. 

 Title I Supervisor Cynthia Osborne presented the JBN:  Dismissal of Employees policy to the 

Board for approval and Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Scott Robinson, to approve the policy as 

presented.  Mrs. Osborne commented that this policy was reviewed and approved by district personnel 

as well as our Board attorney Elmer Noah.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment 

and the motion carried unanimously.   

 Finance Committee Chairman Todd Guice presented a summary of the Finance Committee 

meeting held Tuesday, May 23, 2017.  The Agenda of that meeting was provided, including eight items 

of business, the Agenda of the Finance Committee meeting of Tuesday, May 16, 2017 and the Minutes 

of Tuesday, February 21, 2017.  The following eight items were recommended by the Finance 

Committee to be considered for approval by the Board: 

1. The attached Agenda for the Tuesday, May 16, 2017 Finance Committee meeting. 

2. Approved Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting of Tuesday, February 21, 2017. 

3. The Finance Committee Reports:  (a.) Cash Investment Report and (b.) Financial Report as of March 

31, 2017. 

4. The committee recommendation of the revisions to the 2016-17 Operating Budget as presented by 

Business Director Juanita Duke. 

5. The committee voted to recommend to the Board to consider New Engagement for Statewide Agreed 

upon Procedures as presented by Business Director Juanita Duke. 

6. The committee voted to support the decision of Superintendent Coker to continue the suspension of 

Sabbatical Leave for the 2017-18 and 2018-19 school years. 

7. The committee voted to recommend to the Board the formation of the Ouachita Parish Bridge 

Academy as presented by Director of High Schools Mickey Merritt. 

8. The committee decided against recommending to the Board any price increase for student and adult 

meals for the 2017-18 school year. 

Upon completing his Financial Committee Report, Mr. Guice asked for the Board’s consideration of 

approval and Greg Manley moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that the Board approve the Financial 

Committee Report as presented.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public discussion and the 

motion carried unanimously. 



 Secondary Education Director Mickey Merritt presented an Online Virtual Program for the 

Board’s consideration.  In Summary- Mr. Merrit, Dr. Coker and some district personnel feel the Ouachita 

Parish Bridge Academy (OPBA) Online Virtual Program will be an asset and enhancement for providing 

another option or pathway to receiving a diploma.  This program has already been reviewed, approved 

and recommended by the Finance Committee that provides students with an innovative alternative 

solution for completing their high school education. The program allows high school students to earn 

credits at their own pace, without attending classes on campus.  Students will receive innovative, state-

aligned courses that are assessable from any location with an internet connection.  Initially, the virtual 

school will enable students in grades 9-12 to earn Carnegie units in a flexible virtual learning 

environment.  Placement and/or proficiency tests may be required to determine eligibility in this 

program.  Students follow a standards-based curriculum, EDgenuity, which is available 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week from any location with internet access.  Students will be assigned the high school for which 

they would normally be assigned through school zoning within the Ouachita Parish School District.  

There is no cost to the students and students will be allowed to participate in extra-curricular activities, 

as well as, be a part of the school as a whole.  However, regular school fees will apply.  Upon graduation, 

students will be allowed to participate in their graduation at their own school and receive their diploma.  

Dr. Coker added that this is primarily for the motivated student that can access their online learning and 

be motivated enough to keep up with the pace that is going to be required in order for them to promote 

or progress through the program.  The larger districts are looking at this to try and regain some of the 

MFP money.  For example, there are some 75 students living in the parish who are attending a virtual 

charter academy operated by the State Department of Education, according to Superintendent Don 

Coker.  That means the $6,300 in Minimum Foundation Program (MFP) funding for each student –nearly 

some $473,000—is directed to the state instead of the parish school system.  Our program EDgenuity is 

the same program used in our high schools for credit recovery and is the same program facilitating this 

virtual school program.  As the program progresses, plans are to include 6-12 grades.  (See report 

provided by Mr. Merritt for further details).  After concluding his report, the Board had questions about 

the OPBA program and once answers were provided by Mr. Merritt and Dr. Coker, a motion followed by 

Reverend Russell, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board approve the Ouachita Parish Bridge 

Academy Program (OPBA) Online Virtual Program as presented.  Following an offer by President Hicks 

for a brief moment for public discussion, motion carried unanimously. 

 Director of Business Juanita Duke presented “The New Engagement for Statewide Agreed Upon 

Procedures for the 2016-17 Financial Audit” for the Board’s consideration.  The Louisiana Legislative 

Auditor (LLA) has established a new set of testing procedures that must be performed to measure 

government fiscal controls in specific areas as outlined in a Statewide Agreed Upon Procedures 

document issued by the LLA, effective this year.  All independent auditors of governments in Louisiana 

that are required to have audits in accordance with LRS 24:514 must have these additional procedures 

performed with the “reportable events” being sent to the Legislative Auditor in a separate report.  To fill 

the new testing requirements, a third engagement to reflect the additional procedures and cost for 

performing the Statewide Agreed Upon Procedures is required by the LLA.  This is a one-year agreement 

since this is the first time these tests are being performed and Allen, Green & Williamson, LLP, certified 

public accountants, cannot commit to the fee for multiple years until a true cost is known.  Total 

additional cost is stated not to exceed $18,335.  This engagement was recommended for the Board’s 



approval by the Finance Committee.  Whereby, Scott Robinson moved, seconded by Greg Manley, to 

authorize the engagement with Allen, Green & Williamson to conduct the required Statewide Agreed 

Upon Procedures for the 2016-17 fiscal year audit and authorize Superintendent Coker to execute the 

engagement that will be submitted for approval to the Legislative Auditor.  President Hicks offered a 

brief period for public discussion and motion carried unanimously. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded 

by Scott Robinson, that the Board approve the asphalt parking lot proposal of $46,940.30 provided by 

B&W Asphalt Construction, LLC to pave the Highland Elementary School parking lot and the proposal 

provided by Minterprises to install cyclone fencing on three sides of the playground for a total cost of 

$22,530.00. President Hicks offered a brief period for public comments and motion carried unanimously. 

 Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher announced that he met with the contractor 

assigned to George Welch about demolishing the canopy this Thursday.  Mr. Slusher also met last week 

with the contractor for Calhoun and Good Hope Middle to discuss the demolition of the pavilions on 

their campuses and plans to start demolishing them on Thursday after the staff leaves.  To eliminate any 

misunderstanding, Mr. Slusher made it clear that upon the arrival of the canopies, all the concrete, 

drainage and everything that is involved with the installation of the canopies will be done at Calhoun 

and Good Hope prior to delivery in about 6 to 8 weeks.  This means the canopies will have to be installed 

on the weekend or when school is out on break, with a possibility they will not be in place before school 

starts.  However, the cover will be up at George Welch when school starts.  Mr. Slusher directed his 

remarks to Reverend Russell concerning renovation issues at some schools in his district and stated that 

the architect for these schools, Cedric Hemphill, has been trying for over two months to get the 

contractor to install baseboards and complete the project at Robinson.  In his final comments,              

Mr. Slusher informed the Board that a minor roof leak occurred at Shady Grove that has since been 

taken care of, that he expects another 6 weeks before Swayze is finished, expressing hope that it will be 

finished sometime this summer along with Crosley. 

 East Ouachita Middle School new construction architect, Rice Gregory, was asked by Mr. Slusher 

to give a progress update on the EOMS project.   Mr. Gregory reported that substantial completion has 

been granted and the punch list issued to the general contractor that was given 45 days to complete 

some type of action plan that needs to be in place stating when the work will be done and effectively 

completed by the contractor.  He thinks most of the furnishings have been ordered and are being 

processed to be delivered at the school within the next 30 to 60 days.  Mr. Gregory also reported that all 

the flooring in the 6th, 7th & 8th grades has been torn out and is being replaced.  He plans to visit the 

school in a few days to inspect the floors after they are cleaned and waxed.  Mr. Manley questioned the 

contractor’s ability to get this work done on the floors within the allotted time of 45 days and               

Mr. Gregory said that he believed they would.  According to Mr. Gregory, the classrooms will be ready to 

receive furniture being transferred from Ouachita Junior High School as well as new furniture with 

delivery expected  the middle of June.   In their final comments, Dr. Coker and Mr. Gregory thought the 

replacement flooring in the gym and entrance area looked much better and was a big improvement. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Reverend Russell moved, seconded 

by Scott Robinson, that the Board accept the bid from Harkness for woodchips @ $20.00/yd. used to 



place under playground equipment at schools and funded through the General Fund [Bid No. 14-17]; 

accept the qualifying bid from Unisource (Claiming Louisiana Preference @22.87/case for Copy Paper to 

be funded with General Funds [Bid No. 30-17]; and accept the following bids meeting specifications, 

typed in bold on the bid sheets and provided by Mr. Jones for musical instruments and funded with 

Eastside/Westside Bonds:  Washington Music, Cascio, Music & Arts, Shar Music, Steve Weisse, WWBW 

and Wenger [Bid No. 32-17].  Motion carried unanimously. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Carey Walker moved, seconded by 

Tommy Comeaux, that the Board grant permission to bid the following items:  (1) Tork Paper with a 

budget of $18.00/Case and funded with General Funds [Bid No. 2-18]; (2) Toilet Paper, with a budget of 

$0.25/Roll and funded with General Funds [Bid No. 3-18]; (3) Oil/Grease to be funded through the 

General Fund [Bid No. 4-18]; (4)  Cameras/DVR’s to be funded through M&O Fund, with a budget of 

$45,000 [Bid No. 5-18]; (5)  Small Equipment to be funded through the  SFS/Eastside Bonds, with a 

budget of $35,000 [Bid No. FS6-18].  (6)  Temp. Monitoring System to be funded through the 

SFS/Eastside Bonds and having a budget of $40,000. 

 President Hicks announced the next Board meeting will be held on June 13, 2017 at 12:00 Noon. 

 At 12:43 p.m., Greg Manley moved, seconded by Scott Robinson, that the Board go into 

executive session and that the meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 

42:6.1(A)(2)(aa) for the limited purpose of discussing pending litigation in the matter styled, “Michelle 

Jordan o/b/o her minor child, Kameron Jordan vs. Ouachita Parish School Board,” that it would have a 

detrimental effect on the litigating position of the Board to do otherwise.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 At 1:45 p.m., Scott Robinson moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board come out of 

executive session and the meeting re-open to the public and return to regular session.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Sims moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the 

meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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