
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at twelve 

(12:00) o’clock noon at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere May, 

Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves and Greg Manley. There were none absent.   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mr. Graves, Board member. 

 The Invocation was given by Mr. Manley, Board member. 

 On motion by Shere May, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, the Board unanimously approved the 

Minutes of April 28, 2020 as written. 

 On motion by Scotty Waggoner, seconded by Dabo Graves, the Board amended the Agenda to 

add Item No. 5. under IX. Business [Bid No. 45-20] Report on Woodchips at various locations by Bobby 

Jones.  Motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 On motion by Greg Manley, seconded by Shere May, the Board unanimously approved the 

amended Agenda as presented.   

 Under his Personnel Report, Dr. Coker announced that he is appointing current Assistant 

Principal of Robinson Elementary Valerie Williams to serve as the Acting Principal of Calhoun Elementary 

beginning July 1, 2020 for the first semester only while the current principal, Shirley Buford, is on 

medical leave.  The superintendent also reported that there are no other positions to be filled at this 

time. 

 Amy Tynes with Allen, Green & Williamson, LLP, Certified Public Accountants, presented their 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on Compliance 

and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance With 

Government Auditing Standards that have been audited, in accordance with the auditing standards 

generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits 

contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States of 

financial statements of the governmental activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 

information of Ouachita Parish School Board as of and for the year ended June 30, 2019, which 

collectively comprise the School Board’s basic financial statements, and have issued their report thereon 

dated March 31, 2020.  However, not all deficiencies were identified that might be material weaknesses 

or significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist that 

have not been identified; but no deficiencies in internal control were identified that were considered to 

be material weaknesses.  Although, certain deficiencies in internal control, described in the 

accompanying Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs as items 2019-002 and 2019-003 that were 

considered to be significant deficiencies by the firm are being addressed.  Whereby President Hicks 

called for a motion and Greg Manley moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board approve the Year 

Ended June 30, 2019 Audit Report of Financial Statements regarding the operations of the Board as 



presented by Ms. Tynes.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment, and motion 

unanimously carried by all members present. 

 Due to the delay in construction of the new Boley Elementary School, Board attorney Elmer 

Noah, along with Superintendent Coker, recommended that the Board consider an extension of the 

Boley Elementary Lease Agreement from The Assembly Church.  Dr. Coker stated that our goal in June is 

to have a permission to bid for Boley.  That is what we are working on and we are thinking that by the 

time that happens, it will take at least 18 months to complete construction on the school. The Assembly 

agrees to work with the Ouachita Parish School Board in leasing their building for Boley students for an 

additional period of 18 months commencing in July 2020 and expiring in January 2022 with an option to 

continue the lease on a month-to-month basis as needed.  Following discussion, Tommy Comeaux 

moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board approve extending the present lease agreement up to 

18 additional months with an option to continue the lease beyond the 18-month period on a month-to-

month basis if the school is not ready for occupancy by the end of the lease’s term.  President Hicks 

paused for a brief period for public comment and motion unanimously carried by all members present.   

 Business Director Regina Mekus presented the monthly 2019-20 Interim Financial Report for the 

Period ended March 31, 2020.  It was reported the General Fund revenues were $115.5 million for the 

year.  A fund balance of $94.3 million in expenditures was approved, giving us a current ending fund 

balance of $41 million.  As the Board approves the salaries for the 9, 10 & 11 month workers, we will see 

that fund balance decrease, but is considered right on track for the current year.  District #1 M&O is 

ending the March 31, 2020 year to date period with an $18.1 million fund balance for the year.   The 

1968 Sales Tax (1/2 cent) has a current fund balance of $5.8 million with the 1995 Sales Tax (1/2 cent) 

reporting a fund balance of $3.2 million.  Ms. Mekus reported that the West Ouachita Sales Tax (1-cent) 

ending fund balance is $8.4 million and noted that the Board closed on the sale of the School Board 

property to the Ouachita Parish Police Jury the first of May and that revenue is not reflected in this 

report.   The Capital Projects Funds on the Eastside Construction Bonds 2015 as of March 31, 2020 has a 

remaining fund balance of $119,886 and, as the projects are completed, the account is expected to be 

zeroed out by the end of the year.  The Westside Construction Bonds 2015 fund balance has already 

zeroed out for the year, but prior to this, the remainder of those funds were used to complete ongoing 

projects.  A comparison of accumulated revenues and expenditures over the prior year period was 

acknowledged showing revenues in the General Fund of 78% and 64% in expenditures, which is 

expected. Ms. Mekus pointed out that the M&O Sales Tax revenue fund is 61.4% with expenditures of 

83.9% which are right on budget for the year.  The analysis of the fund balance reveals an estimated 

ending fund balance in the General Fund of $18.8 million and right now we are at $41.6 million, the 

difference being that the summer salaries are going to come out at the end of the year bringing us back 

to our estimated budget figure.  The School District No. 1 M&O is ending the March 31 period with $18.1 

fund balance and an estimated budget of $19.8 million.  As projects get finished, it is expected this 

figure will change some.  Ms. Mekus announced that she is excited that our sales tax collections remain 

flat for the year.  She commented that, with all the uncertainty in the economy and business closings 

going on the past few months due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, we have been anxiously awaiting the 

results of our sales tax collections that are coming in and are very pleased that they remain flat.  As Ms. 

Mekus reassured the Board that the collections will continue to be monitored for the rest of the year, 

Scotty Waggoner moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board approve the 2019-20 Interim Financial 



Report for the Period ended March 31, 2020 as presented by Business Director Regina Mekus.  Following 

a brief moment allowed for public comment by President Hicks, motion carried unanimously by all 

members present.   

   Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones announced that he received one bid from a vendor on [Bid No. 

45-20] for Woodchips to be used at various locations, but has not accepted the bid because he needs 

more certification from the vendor on the bid product to meet requirements.  Mr. Jones expects to hear 

from the vendor today.  Once he receives confirmation from the vendor, he will proceed with awarding 

the bid.  He reminded the Board that they gave him permission at the previous meeting to accept the 

bid that meets specifications.  Whereby, Harold McCoy moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the 

Board accept the qualifying bid recommended by Mr. Jones for [Bid No. 45-20] for woodchips at various 

locations in the district.  President Hicks allowed a brief moment for public comment and motion carried 

unanimously. 

 Upon the recommendation of the Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher, Greg 

Manley moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, to accept the low bid from Gentry Construction, Inc. in the 

amount of $149,927 for the repair of specified items listed on the bid proposal submitted that were 

damaged during a storm on April 12, 2020 at Sterlington High School.  The damaged poles and lights 

were excluded from the bid and will be replaced by in-house personnel.  Public discussion was allowed 

for a brief moment by President Hicks and motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

 Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher announced that work on paving the parking 

lots at the Central Office and Edgewood (WMHS) will start tomorrow and will finish by Friday.  They plan 

to do some touch up work on badly needed areas in the parking lot at Student Support Services and 

finish by Friday also. The contracts for drainage work at Woodlawn are currently being processed with 

plans to obtain signatures next week and will start the project after contracts are signed.   In conclusion, 

Mr. Slusher reported that the band and choir room project at Woodlawn is being delayed due to the 

high ground water filling up the footings as soon as the footings are dug.  The contractor and architect 

say that the river has to go down before the ground water table will go down.  

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded 

by Shere May, that the Board grant permission to bid the following items:  1) Copy Paper [Bid No. 47-20] 

and 2) Paperback Books [Bid No. 7-21].  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and 

motion carried unanimously by all members present.   

 The next Board meeting will be held on June 9, 2020 at 12:00 noon. 

 Superintendent Coker announced the dates and places of each 2020 high school graduation 

ceremony as follows:  WOHS - July 10 (“Red” Sims Stadium);  RHS -  July 11 (ULM – Fant/Ewing);      

OPHS  -  July 14 (Lion Stadium);  SHS  -  July 16 (Panther Stadium); and WMHS – July 17 (Rebel Stadium). 

Dr. Coker will have a copy of the graduation schedule of the 2020 class graduations at the next Board 

meeting.  Dr. Coker received an announcement from our governor that he is allowing everyone to stop 

the quarantine order on April 15 and authorized full operation of our school board facility with 25% 

capacity requiring everyone to wear masks and gloves and practice safe distancing.   The governor will 

let everyone know when all bans can be lifted and return to business as usual. 



 There being no further business to discuss, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that 

the Board meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously by all members present. 
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