
The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, March 14, 2017 at six 

(6:00) o’clock p.m. at their regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office.   

President Hicks called the meeting to order as he welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Jerry R. Hicks, 

A. R. Sims, John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  Scott Robinson was the only member absent. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Tommy Comeaux. 

The Invocation was given by Board member Greg Manley. 

On motion by A. R. Sims, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, the Board approved the Minutes of 

February 28, 2017 as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Carey Walker moved, seconded by Greg Manley, to amend the Agenda to include [Bid No. FS29-

17] Fresh Produce and Eggs under XI. Permission to Bid.  Motion carried unanimously. 

On motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by A. R. Sims, the Board unanimously approved the 

amended Agenda as presented.  Motion unanimously carried. 

There was no Personnel Report given. 

On behalf of Youth Services of Northeast Louisiana and the Teen Court program, Teen Court 

administrator Bob Noel presented the Board a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement proposal for their 

consideration and approval.  The Board was urged by Superintendent Coker to adopt the Teen Court 

proposal being they have supported the Teen Court program for many years.  Whereby, Greg Manley 

moved, seconded by Carey Walker, to adopt the Teen Court Cooperative Endeavor Agreement as 

presented.  The agreement states that the School Board agrees to contribute the amount of two 

thousand five hundred and no/100 ($2,500.00) dollars in order to assist Teen Court of Ouachita Parish in 

continuing its operations for the calendar year 2017.  The program provides a valuable service to the 

citizens of Ouachita Parish in its efforts to reduce juvenile crime by helping to provide an alternative to 

both adjudication and/or detention of first-time juvenile offenders.  President Hicks offered a brief 

moment for public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

Miranda Restovic, President/Executive Director of Prime Time, Inc. a Louisiana non-profit 

corporation domiciled in Orleans Parish, Louisiana, presented the Board with the final draft of a 

cooperative endeavor agreement between Prime Time, Inc. and the Ouachita Parish School Board, 

allowing Prime Time, Inc. to occupy and use the former Ransom Elementary School structure which has 

been determined and declared by the Board that same is not now needed for school purposes and will 

not be so needed during the term of the agreement.  The Head Start program is designed to fight the 

war on poverty targeting 3 and 4 year old children in preparing them for kindergarten.  The initial term 

of the agreement shall be for a period of five (5) years commencing on December 1, 2016 and ending at 

midnight on November 30, 2021.  Grantee may renew the agreement upon its expiration for three (3) 

successive five (5) year periods, it being Grantee’s intention to do so unless circumstances significantly 

change.  The agreement shall automatically renew unless Grantee notifies Grantor in writing at least 



ninety (90) days prior to the completion of the primary term or any subsequent renewal term that it 

does not intend to renew.  Ms. Restovic noted that the facility will be serving about 260 children and 

families in Ouachita Parish on this campus, as well as their headquarters for all of their family service 

staff and team.  In closing, Ms. Restovic announced that Salandra Butcher has been appointed to be the 

local leader managing the operation of the school.   

On the recommendation of Board attorney Elmer Noah, John Russell moved, seconded by Greg 

Manley, that the Board amend the Agenda to include the approval of the amended version of the 

Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Prime Time, Inc. and the Ouachita Parish School Board and 

authorize Board President Jerry Hicks to execute the document.  Motion carried unanimously. 

On motion by Greg Manley, seconded by Carey Walker, the Board approved the amended and 

final draft of the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Prime Time, Inc. and the Ouachita Parish 

School Board as presented and further moved to authorize President Hicks to execute the agreement on 

the Board’s behalf.  Motion unanimously carried. 

Amy Tynes with Allen Green & Williamson Certified Public Accountants presented an 

Independent Audit Report on the 2015-16 Financial Statements regarding the operations of the Board.  

It was noted that an unmodified opinion (a clean opinion) was issued as there were no modifications in 

the report.  The Board was warned that new procedures were coming and mandated by the Legislative 

Auditor that must be implemented by June 30, 2017 that requires 100% of bank reconciliations of 

government entities have to be tested.  This means that a lot more work is going to be required of our 

schools and staff. 

Following Amy Tynes Audit Report, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that the 

Board approve the Audit Report on the 2015-16 Financial Statements as presented.  Following a brief 

moment for public comment offered by President Hicks, motion carried unanimously.   

Juanita Duke, Director of Business (CD Compliance Officer), presented two reports and provided 

documentation regarding the Annual Continuing Disclosure Training Required by Board Policy and 

Procedures and Settlement Order with the SEC.  In accordance with the Continuing Disclosure Policy and 

Procedures adopted by the School Board, the following is a summary of a written report of the 

mandatory annual training that must be provided to staff in accordance with the Cease & Desist 

Settlement Order between the School board and the Securities & Exchange Commission dated August 

24, 2016: 

First Year Training of compliance Officer:  Documentation of the first year of training completed 
by the Compliance Officer is maintained in the employee file in the Personnel Office. 
Annual Staff Training:  Documentation of the February 14, 2017 training workshop for staff was 
held at the Central Office of the Ouachita Parish School Board, whereby Meredith Hathorn, 
Attorney and Partner in the law firm of Foley & Judell, LLC, conducted training on the 
requirements of filing certain required information and reports annually and for the occurrence 
of certain specified “material events” to the MSRB through the EMMA portal; in addition to the 
School Board’s responsibility to meet tax-exempt compliance requirements in maintaining 
certain restricted uses of property financed by the outstanding debt of the School Board for the 
life of the outstanding debt obligation.  A copy of the list of participants was provided.  



Documentation of this annual staff training is filed in the Business Office with Annual Continuing 
Disclosure records to comply with the conditions of the Order. 
   
In conclusion, Mrs. Duke provided the Board with updated information on reporting of 

Continuing Disclosures to the Municipal Securities Rule Making Board (MSRB) through EMMA (Electronic 
Municipal Market Access); and, in accordance with the Continuing Disclosure Policy and procedures 
adopted by the Board, she reviewed with the Board recent filings on EMMA made through DAC (our 
dissemination agent) as reported. 

 
On the recommendation of Personnel Director Todd Guice, Carey Walker motioned, seconded 

by John Russell, that the Board adopt the 2017 – 2018 Ouachita Parish School Calendar as presented.  
The first day of school for teachers is August 8-11 (no students) and the first day (1/2 day) for students 
grades 1-12 is August 14-15 with August 16 being the first full day for students grades 1-12.  August 14-
16 PreK-K (PreK-K Testing Days), August 17 (PreK-K Girls Only), August 18 (PreK-K Boys Only).  May 24 
last day for students and May 25 last day for teachers.  Following President Hick’s invitation for public 
comment, motion carried unanimously. 

The Board agreed to allow Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones to formally change Bid No. 22-17 to 
Bid No. 27-17 for WMHS football field renovations.  Bid No. 22-17 (WMHS Football Field Renovations) 
was approved by the Board in the meeting of February 28, 2017.   

Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher announced that he and Tim Brandon had 
discussed the two covered pavilion projects at Good Hope and Calhoun Middle and concluded that the 
Board should consider using only one architect for both projects since both projects are identical.  Even 
though these two projects are the same, two individual architects were hired for each school project.  
However, Mr. Slusher feels it would serve in the Board’s best interest if only one architect were hired to 
do both projects.  Mr. Rice Gregory is almost finished with the Calhoun Middle School project and when 
he was asked to do the Good Hope project also, he agreed. Whereby, Tommy Comeaux moved, 
seconded by A. R. Sims, that the Board hire Rice Gregory as architect for the Good Hope covered 
pavilion project.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and the motion 
unanimously carried. 

  Mr. Slusher directed the Board to look at the OPSB Project Status Report provided by architects 
TBA Studios that included SHS Training Room, WMHS Ag Arts building and WMHS Stadium Upgrades.  
The WOHS parking lot is out for bid and taking bids April 4.  East Ouachita Middle is predicted by Rice 
Gregory to be completed around June 1.   

There were no evaluation of bids. 

On the recommendation of Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher, Tommy 
Comeaux moved, seconded by A. R. Sims, that the Board grant permission to bid covered pavilions at 
Calhoun Middle and Good Hope Middle with a budget of $450,000 and paid with Westside Bonds [Bid 
No. 26-17]; and car pick-up canopy at George Welch paid with Westside Bonds [Bid No. 28-17].  
Following an offer from President Hicks for public comment, motion carried unanimously. 

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Mr. Sims moved, seconded by 
Tommy Comeaux, that the Board grant permission to bid the following items:  Band Uniforms for WOHS 
(150 uniforms @ $400 ea.) with a budget of $60,000 [Bid No. 1-18]; and Fresh Produce and Eggs paid 
from School Food budget [Bid No. FS29-17].  Following an offer from President Hicks for public 
comment, motion carried unanimously. 



 THIS IS OFFICIAL DOCUMENTATION that the attached certification forms confirm that all seven 

Ouachita Parish School Board members have completed the required 6.0 hours of attendance for 

training and instruction, with the majority of members earning well above the required credit hours and 

are also in compliance with the Continuing Education Training requirements for the year 2016 according 

to the Louisiana Revised Statute (LSA-R.S. 17:53), mandated by our legislators and made effective 

January 1, 2011.  This post and certification are being entered into the 2016-17 Minute Book to confirm 

that 6.0 mandated attendance requirements have been met that includes the required one-hour 

Louisiana Board of Ethics training course for 2016 for the following Board members:  Tommy Comeaux, 

Scott Robinson, A. R. “Red” Sims, President Jerry R. Hicks, John Russell, Carey Walker and Vice President 

Greg Manley. 

Superintendent Coker announced that Ouachita Parish Schools had been notified that two out 
of three of our students won Regional “Student of the Year” competition and are vying for State 
competition in a couple of weeks.  An eighth grader from OJHS and a twelfth grader from WOHS will 
proudly represent the OPSS.  

There being no further business to discuss, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that 
the Board meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 

OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 
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