
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, June 13, 2017 at twelve 

(12:00) o’clock noon at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Jerry R. Hicks, 

A. R. Sims, John Russell and Greg Manley.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Greg Manley. 

 The Invocation was given by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones. 

 On motion by “Red” Sims, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, the Board approved the Minutes of 

May 23, 2017 as presented.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion 

carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent. 

 Upon motion by Greg Manley, seconded by John Russell, the Board amended the Agenda to 

include Item No. 8 (Permission to negotiate purchase of property – Ken Slusher) under IX. Business.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 Upon motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by A. R. Sims, the Board unanimously approved 

the amended Agenda as presented.   

 Superintendent Coker introduced Haley Holley and Bryant Jacobs as the newly appointed 

Assistant Principals of Ouachita Parish High School (11 month positions), effective 8/01/2017.   

 Seeking to renew the LSU AgCenter and Ouachita Parish School Board Cooperative Endeavor 

Agreement, Cathy Agan, Parish Chair for the LSU AgCenter office in Ouachita Parish, presented the 

“Cooperative Endeavor Agreement to Support and Administer Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service 

Programs” in Ouachita Parish schools.  The agreement includes the following provisions:    (1)  The 

School Board agrees to provide access to schools and students for delivery of 4-H Youth Development 

programs.   (2)  The School Board agrees to provide a minimum of twenty (20) percent salary support    

for LSU AgCenter 4-H faculty and pro-rata share of salary support for local clerical staff affiliated        

with the LSU AgCenter.  Changes in staffing, salaries and benefits occurring in previous year will be 

updated annually. (3) Faculty vacancies due to retirements, resignations or the addition of new 

positions, will be reported and policies followed in search for candidates through the LSU AgCenter’s 

Office of Human Resources Management practices, assuring School Board officials will be well informed 

during the process.  Following Ms. Agan’s presentation, John Russell moved, seconded by Greg Manley, 

that the Board approve the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement renewal between the Louisiana 

Cooperative Extension Service and Ouachita Parish School Board entered into in order to assure 

continued informal educational programming from the LSU AgCenter.  It shall be in effect for five (5) 

years for the period July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2022 and will be renewed for subsequent periods after 

reviewed by the School Board and the Director of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service.  A 30-day 

written notice to the Director of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service is required if the School 

Board desires to withdraw from this agreement, whereby, all obligations and provisions covered by this 



agreement shall terminate upon such withdrawal.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public 

comment and motion carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent. 

 Board attorney Elmer Noah presented a request from the Chennault Aviation and Museum to 

the school board asking them to grant permission to allow an environmental study of land in 

preparation for a new airpark on their site and approval to construct a pavilion on the property, all in 

accordance with the current Cooperative Endeavor Agreement.  The Chennault Museum Board is 

seeking funding through a grant to construct a Chennault Aviation Park and Pavilion and Mr. Noah 

pointed out that the terms of the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement states that, “No structural or 

alteration changes on the premises can be made without the expressed written consent of the school 

board.”  Mr. Noah explained that there is no funding involved from the school board and that funding is 

being secured from other sources for this project.  In summary, the school board is giving permission to 

the museum to expand the facility and to add display areas for the historical airplanes.  Following        

Mr. Noah’s presentation, Greg Manley moved, seconded by John Russell, that the Board grant 

permission to the Chennault Aviation Museum Board to allow the requested upgrades on the Chennault 

Aviation Museum property as previously described by Attorney Elmer Noah during his presentation and, 

in accordance with the current Cooperative Endeavor Agreement.  President Hicks offered a brief 

moment for public discussion and motion carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were 

absent.   

 Title I Supervisor Cynthia Osborne presented the JGB:  School Wellness policy to the Board for 

review that was held up from consideration at the last Board meeting pending approval of policies 

consistent with this one and also scheduled for approval at the next Board meeting.  Whereby, Tommy 

Comeaux moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board review the following policies that will be 

presented  for consideration at the next Board meeting:   DJA:  Authorized Signatures; DJED:  Bids and 

Quotations; EB:  Buildings and Grounds Management;  GAMA:  Employee Tobacco;  GBRIBB:  Sick Leave 

Bank (New Policy);  JCDAA:  Student Use of Tobacco;  JGCE:  Child Abuse.  These policies have been reviewed 

and approved by district personnel as well as our Board attorney Elmer Noah and will be presented for 

Board approval at the next meeting.  Following an offer by President Hicks for public comment, motion 

carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent.    

 Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones offered proposals provided by “Monroe Free Press”, “The 

Ouachita Citizen” and “The News-Star”, contenders for the Board’s Official Journal.  After the Board 

reviewed and compared the proposals, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, to continue 

with the Ouachita Citizen as their Official Journal for 2017-18.  President Hicks offered a brief moment 

for public comment and the following roll-call vote was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; A. R. Sims, no; 

Jerry Hicks, yes; John Russell, no; and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried, with three “yes” votes and two 

“no” votes.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent. 

 Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones informed the Board of the following two (2) change orders 

needed for repairs and improvements to the new football field project at West Monroe High School:  (1) 

To add permanent soccer lines to the complex for a total cost of $13,650.00, and; (2) repair French 

drains on both sidelines for a total cost of $14,000.00 that were improperly installed.  The total cost of 



the project is $239,000.00 including these two change orders and remains within the budget.   According 

to Mr. Jones, the project is now substantially complete.  

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Greg Manley moved, seconded by 

Tommy Comeaux, that the Board grant him permission to use left-over funds of approximately 

$40,000.00 from the original $200,000.00 budget to replace old analog cameras with new digital models 

at schools that were not included in the first round of replacements. Due to some aggressive pricing, the 

budget remained well below the allotted amount and Mr. Jones wants to use these left-over funds on 

schools in the district that are in need of additional upgraded coverage;  namely, Sterlington Middle, 

Claiborne and Lakeshore.   President Hicks offered a brief moment of public comment and motion 

carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent. 

 During his Construction/Renovation Report, Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth 

Slusher announced that while excavating footings for the posts at the George Welch – parent drop off 

canopy, excessive ground water was discovered causing leakage going to the chiller.  In order to prevent 

the delay in construction work and speed things up on the project, Mr. Slusher authorized a change 

order in the amount of $1,800.00 to cover the cost of labor and materials to repair/stabilize the footings 

that support the canopy and stop the leakage going to the chiller.  Even though the majority of the 

construction work at West Ouachita is around the treatment plant, there is a lot of dirt-work to be done 

on the two parking lots, but the excessive rain is holding them up.  Most of the culverts for the project 

are on site and some are in place.  The contractor anticipates the completion of both parking lots by the 

first of August.  The existing canopies and light poles at Calhoun Middle and Good Hope have been 

removed and salvaged to be used as needed at other schools throughout the system.   

 Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher asked the Board to allow himself along with 

Dr. Coker to negotiate a price for 8 acres of land in the Woodlawn area in West Monroe and bring back 

to the Board for approval.  Whereby, Mr. Sims moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board 

grant permission to Mr. Slusher and Dr. Coker to negotiate a price for 8 acres of land in the Woodlawn 

School area in West Monroe to be paid from the West Side Sales Tax fund, if executed.  Once a price is 

agreed upon, it will be presented to the Board for approval.  Following an offer by President Hicks for 

public comment, motion carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent. 

 At 12:30 p.m., Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by John Russell, that the Board go into 

executive session and that the meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 

42:6.1(A)(2)(aa) for the limited purpose of discussing pending litigation in the matter styled, “Michelle 

Jordan o/b/o her minor child, Kameron Jordan vs. Ouachita Parish School Board,” that it would have a 

detrimental effect on the litigating position of the Board to do otherwise.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent. 

 At 1:00 p.m. Tommy Comeaux made a motion, seconded by John Russell, to come out of 

executive session and the meeting re-open to the public and return to regular session.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent. 

  



There being no further business to discuss, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Greg Manley, 

that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson and Carey Walker were absent. 
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