
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, July 11, 2017 at twelve 

(12:00) o’clock noon at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Jerry R. Hicks, 

John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  Scott Robinson and A. R. Sims were absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Tommy Comeaux. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Greg Manley. 

 On motion by Tommy Comeaux, second by Carey Walker, the Board approved the Minutes of 

June 27, 2017 as written.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion 

carried unanimously.  Scott Robinson and A. R. Sims were absent. 

 Upon motion by Greg Manley, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, the Board approved the Agenda 

as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 Dr. Coker announced and introduced the new Special Ed Supervisor, Susan Dupplissey. 

 In her presentation, Director of Business, Juanita Duke stated that the May 31, 2017 Financial 

Report is very similar to the one presented last month.  The year-to-date revenue in the General Fund 

reflect 99.1% of budgeted revenues and 92.8% of prior year actual.  Expenditures to date are at 97.3% of 

prior year's actual for the same period and represents 78.28% of the current year's budget.  The total 

Excess of Funds is $18.8 million which does not take into account accrued salaries earned to date but 

paid in June, July and August.  Mrs. Duke remarked this represents $1.6 million more in the excess funds 

than this time last year which is the result of staffing reductions at the start of this year.  The District 

M&O Fund tax collection is at 75% of revenues budgeted for the year, and about 82% ($6.6 million) 

expended year-to-date.  Revenues in all sales tax funds are running equal to prior year actual, which is 

limited growth.  Our Self Insurance Funds year-to-date expenditures at the end of May this year were 

reported to be $784,250.  Mrs. Duke had nothing new to report on Debt Service Funds except that 

monthly transfers are being performed as required to the Debt Service Funds from the West Ouachita 

Sales Tax Fund to pay these bonds. It was reported that our next Debt Service payment is due 

September 1, 2017 for all bonds.   Mrs. Duke concluded her report, informing the Board that there were 

no major changes in the balances on the Capital Project Funds since April as projects are at final stages 

of completion with limited spending, with approximately $5 million remaining in each Bond 

Construction Account for East and West Ouachita School Districts.  

 Following Mrs. Duke’s presentation of the May 31, 2017 Financial Report, Carey Walker moved, 

seconded by John Russell, that the Board approve the Financial Report of May 31, 2017 as presented. 

President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and the motion carried unanimously.  

 Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones announced that the chiller barrel had broken at Sterlington 

Middle School and recommended that the Board declare a public emergency to buy a new chiller unit to 



install before school starts rather than replacing/repairing the barrel.  Based on cost information 

obtained by the maintenance department, Mr. Jones offered the following quotes for a new chiller at 

Sterlington Middle School:  $50,112 (the lower price had a 7 week lead time for arrival) was rejected 

because it cannot be installed before school starts, and, the $62,310 quote received from Mechanical 

Concepts is accepted (is immediately available and no waiting time) and $62,980 quote is (more costly).  

Whereby, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board approve the Emergency 

Declaration issued to purchase quickly, a new chiller for Sterlington Middle School in the amount of 

$62,310 from Mechanical Concepts in lieu of replacing/repairing the barrel on the old chiller before 

school starts. It will take about a week to get it installed.   President Hicks offered a brief moment for 

public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher referred the Board to the OPSB Project 

Status Report provided by Tim Brandon with TBA Studio that states George Welch’s Parent Drop-Off 

Canopy project is on schedule to be completed August 1, 2017 before school starts.  All the steel and 

materials for Calhoun Middle and Good Hope have been ordered for the canopies and all the concrete 

should be in place and finished at these two sites by the time school starts.  Work installing the canopies 

will begin as soon as the steel and materials arrive.  Mr. Slusher announced that the canopy is installed 

at Crosley and looks good.  The new East Ouachita Middle School is gradually taking shape.  They 

continue to work on the punch list and have a lot of the items completed.  Plans are to meet with the 

floor manufacturer in the gym next week to discuss the repair of the tiles.  The manufacturer told Rice 

Gregory that he could repair the floor in 7 days.  Greg Manley discussed the repair of the dented outside 

panels and reported that Rice Gregory told him the manufacturer was going to order new heavy-duty 

panels to install over the existing ones to take care of the dents; however, this process will not be 

completed by the time school starts.  Mr. Slusher concluded his report addressing Reverend Russell with 

information about his conversation with Cedric Hemphill, associate with Herbert Land Architects, and he 

had assured him that his projects at Swayze, Shady Grove and Robinson would be completed by the end 

of a week, and to-date, are not.  These three projects have been ongoing for over a year now. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded 

by Greg Manley, that the Board grant permission to bid some Audio-Visual Technology Equipment for 

the new WMHS Football Stadium (Home Side), with West Monroe High School paying for the entire cost 

of this Bid Item [Bid No. 9-18] from the Westside Sales Tax Fund over a two to three year period.  The 

initial payment of $50,000 (almost ½ the cost) will come out of the Westside Sales Tax Fund and the 

Board will contract with the school to pay this back.  Then over a period of two to three years, the 

school will pay the remainder of the debt.  Mr. Jones assured the Board that specific information 

regarding payment requirements for WMHS will be in writing and presented for execution at a later 

date.  Whereby, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board grant permission to 

bid item (Bid No. 9-18) for the purchase of Audio-Visual Technology Equipment for the new WMHS 

Football Stadium (Home Side), with West Monroe High School paying for the entire cost of this bid item 

[Bid No. 9-18], paid from the Westside Sales Tax Fund over a two to three year period and under the 

guidelines the Board sets for them.  The initial payment will be $50,000 and paid with Westside Sales 

Tax Funds.  Guidelines for payment schedules will be established in writing and presented for Board 



approval at a later date.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion carried 

unanimously. 

 President Hicks set the next meeting for Tuesday, July 25, 2017 at 12:00 noon. 

 There being no further business to discuss, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Greg Manley, 

that the Board meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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