
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in a “Special Called” meeting on Monday, January 6, 2020 

at twelve (12:00) o’clock noon for the first time in its new facility at 1600 North 7th Street in West 

Monroe, Louisiana, the new Ouachita Parish School Board office, for the purpose of officially appointing 

an interim Board member for District E to replace Reverend John Russell, who passed away on 

December 16, 2019.  Reverend Russell proudly served the citizens in District E over 33 years. 

 The meeting was called to order by President Hicks as he welcomed visitors and guests to the 

meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere May, 

Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, Dabo Graves and Greg Manley.  There were none absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Dabo Graves. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Greg Manley. 

 On motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by Shere May, the Board approved the Agenda as 

printed.  Motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

 Following discussion, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board open the 

appointment to fill the vacancy left in District “E” by the death of Reverend John Russell, Sr. on 

December 16, 2019.  The following roll-call vote was recorded:  Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes; 

Tommy Comeaux, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; Dabo Graves, yes and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried, with six 

(6) “yes” votes, no (0) “no” votes, no (0) absences and no (0) abstentions.   

 The following resolution was read aloud by Dr. Coker and unanimously adopted by the Board: 

OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 

WHEREAS,  Reverend John L. Russell, Board Member, District E, Ouachita Parish School Board, Parish of 
        Ouachita, State of Louisiana, died on December 16, 2019; 
WHEREAS,  His death has caused a vacancy in office and pursuant to La. R.S. 18:602(B), the governing 
        authority has until January 6, 2020 to make an appointment to fill this position until an 
        election can be held; and 
WHEREAS, The Ouachita Parish School Board is given the authority and responsibility under the 
        provisions of La. R.S. 18:602 to appoint a person to fill the vacancy who meets the 

       qualifications of the office, and to call a special election to fill the vacancy. 
NOW, THEREFORE, We, the members of the Ouachita Parish School Board, at a special meeting duly 

convened, resolved that  _____Harold McCoy_____  be appointed to fill the position of Board 
Member, District E until a special election can be held to fill the vacancy. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a special election be called and held with the primary election date set  
         for November 3, 2020, and the general election date set for December 5, 2020 with  
         qualifying dates set for July 15, 16 and 17, 2020. 
 
By Motion of Board Member, ______Greg Manley______, duly seconded by Board Member _____ 
_Dabo Graves, the above Resolution was adopted by the following vote on this 6th day of January, 2020: 
Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes; Tommy Comeaux, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; Dabo Graves, yes and 
Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried, with 
             YEAS:____6___         NAYS: ___0____         ABSENT: ____0____         ABSTAIN: ____0____ 
(Official Signatures on file) 



Following this action, Dr. Coker congratulated Mr. Harold McCoy on the appointment and 
announced that a letter will be sent to Mr. Ray Wood with the Secretary of State’s office along with a 
copy of the above Resolution announcing the appointment of Mr. McCoy to fill the position of Board 
Member for District “E” in view of the death of Rev. John L. Russell on December 16, 2019.  A copy of 
which is also being forwarded to Honorable Dena Peters, Ouachita Parish Clerk of Court and Honorable 
Christa Medaries, Ouachita Parish Registrar of Voters.  Once Mr. McCoy’s appointment as interim is 
approved, Mr. McCoy will be sworn in at the January 14th Board meeting and begin serving as our 
interim Board member representative for District “E”. 

There being no further business to discuss, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Scotty 
Waggoner, that the Board meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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               Jerry R. Hicks, President 

ATTEST: 

 

Don Coker, Secretary 
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