
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, January 24, 2017 at twelve 

(12:00) o’clock noon at their regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 Visitors and guests attending the meeting were greeted with a welcome from President Hicks as 

he called the meeting to order. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Scott Robinson, 

Jerry R. Hicks, A. R. Sims, John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  There were none absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Carey Walker. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Greg Manley. 

 On motion by A. R. Sims, seconded by Greg Manley, the Board unanimously approved the 

Minutes of January 12, 2017 as written. 

 Scott Robinson moved, seconded by A. R. Sims, that the Board approve the Agenda as 

presented.  President Hicks offered a brief period for public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 No Personnel Report was offered by Superintendent Coker. 

 Business Director Juanita Duke presented a copy of the Board’s “Continuing Disclosure Policy 

Concerning Municipal Securities,” to the Board and reviewed with them the process of issuing disclosure 

submissions when filing Annual Reports.  The state legislature in the 2014 session passed an act 

requiring its agencies, and all government entities comply with their continuing disclosure requirements.  

With each disclosure submission that is not actually complete, a “notice” is filed with that report or it 

will be considered non-compliant.  Filing Annual Reports with information repositories is a process the 

school district has been performing in the past, but the disclosures have received more awareness 

nationally in recent years under the Securities and Exchange Commission’s (SEC) Municipal Continuing 

Disclosure Cooperative (MCDC) Initiative.  Establishing these procedures is part of the Board’s 

compliance requirements mandated by the SEC in response to the Board’s voluntary participation in the 

MCDC Initiative.  The annual deadline for submission of the Annual Report is December 31st on the 

MCDC’s Electronic Municipal Market Access (EMMA) portal, per the terms of each agreement the Board 

entered into with the underwriters and the purchasers of its bonds.  EMMA was created to be the 

central warehouse for current information about issuers for investors to use in making their investment 

decisions.  The Board already has a policy in place for reporting on continuing disclosures when 

compliance was mandated by an act of the Legislature a couple of years ago, and these are the 

procedures to be followed to implement the original policy.  Whereby, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Carey Walker, that the Board adopt the “Policy and Procedures for Continuing Disclosures” 

as presented by Business Director Juanita Duke.  President Hicks offered a brief period for public 

comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 Dr. Coker announced that the Board was not getting the $100,000 grant money anticipated for 

five (5) rebate buses that were ordered at the last Board meeting.  The Board has been receiving this 

money annually for the last two years, which is about the cost of one bus.  Therefore, Dr. Coker 



recommended that the Board purchase nine (9) Regular Ed buses instead of the ten (10) approved at the 

last meeting.  Whereby, Carey Walker moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board change the 

purchase of (10) Regular Ed Buses [Bid 17-19] (approved in their meeting of 12/6/2016) to nine (9) 

Regular Ed buses, to be paid with M&O/Capital Improvement funds, retain the order for two (2) Special 

Ed buses paid with Medicaid funds, and exclude the $100,000 rebate grant the Board isn’t getting but 

was considered previously to help pay for the buses.  President Hicks offered a period of time for public 

comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 Special Projects/Safety Coordinator, Ken Slusher, referred the Board to the Status Report 

provided listing ongoing construction projects assigned to architect Tim Brandon, TBA Studios.  There 

was no response to his offer to answer any questions from the Board regarding the Sterlington High 

School training room, the West Monroe High School Ag-Arts building and Stadium Upgrades.  Other than 

announcing that there will be a construction meeting at Swayze on Thursday at 10:00 a.m., he did not 

have a report on the three southside schools, Robinson, Shady Grove and Swayze.  However, he offered 

to answer any questions the Board may have on these three schools.  At this time, Mr. Manley asked for 

an update on the construction progress of East Ouachita Middle School in Swartz.  The architect of the 

project, Rice Gregory stated that approximately 60 percent of the roof is complete, but disagrees with 

the contractor’s estimate of March as the completion date for the facility.  Last week the project was 

slowed due to the weather and, in his opinion, its progression as a whole is not moving fast enough to 

be completed by then.  He commented that the contractor is working very hard, but can only do so 

much in one day.  By the contractor’s standards, Mr. Gregory feels it is unrealistic to predict the project 

to be completed by the end of March.  At the pace they are moving now, Mr. Gregory thinks it will be 

closer to June 1.  Dr. Coker stated that if it goes into July, then there will be a problem getting the new 

school staff in place before school starts in August.  March 17 is the date for liquidated damages to 

qualify for assessment charges at $2000 per day. In conclusion, Mr. Slusher commented that completion 

of the WMHS Ag-Arts building is scheduled for February 28 and is progressing very well at this time. 

 On the recommendation of Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher, Mr. Sims 

moved, seconded by Scott Robinson, that the Board grant permission to bid the construction of two (2) 

parking lots at West Ouachita High School to be paid with Westside Sales Tax funds [Bid No. 21-17].    

Mr. Slusher stated that if the alternate bid is considered by the Board with these two parking lots, the 

budget will be about $750,000.  President Hicks offered a period of time for public comment and motion 

carried unanimously. 

 President Hicks set the next Board meeting for 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 14, 2017. 

 Superintendent Coker reminded the Board that he will be presenting the “State of the Schools” 

address during a luncheon hosted by the West Monroe-West Ouachita Chamber of Commerce at the 

West Monroe Convention Center next Tuesday, January 31, 2017 at 12:00 noon.  The luncheon is 

sponsored by the Ouachita Valley Federal Credit Union.  Dr. Coker extended an invitation to all to attend 

the event. 

 



 There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Sims moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the 

Board meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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