
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Thursday, January 12, 2017 at six 

(6:00) o’clock p.m. at their regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 Visitors and guests attending the meeting were welcomed as President Hicks called the meeting 

to order. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Scott Robinson, 

Jerry R. Hicks, A. R. Sims, John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  There were none absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Carey Walker. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Scott Robinson. 

 On motion by A. R. Sims, seconded Greg Manley, the Board unanimously approved the Minutes 

of December 6, 2016 as written. 

 Greg Manley moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that the Board approve the Agenda as 

presented with the addition of Business item no. 5 (Discuss Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with OPSO 

to Purchase Old T-Buildings).  Motion carried unanimously. 

 On motion by Greg Manley, seconded by Scott Robinson, the Board approved the Agenda as 

amended to include Business item no. 5 (Discuss Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with OPSO to 

Purchase Old T-Buildings).  Motion carried unanimously. 

 Dr. Coker announced that he would like the Board to grant permission to reopen the position of 

Principal of East Ouachita Middle School for a period of two weeks to allow time to advertise the 

position for application.  The position was opened for application about a month ago, but since that 

time, one of the applicants had a medical emergency and another withdrew.  Whereby, Carey Walker 

moved, seconded by Greg Manley to grant Dr. Coker permission to reopen the position of Principal of 

East Ouachita Middle School for application for a period of two weeks to allow for advertising.  President 

Hicks offered a brief period for public comment and motion carried unanimously.   

 Communications Coordinator Aline Smead invited Transportation Supervisor Skeeter Boyd to 

come forward and acknowledge special recognition to two women and a bus driver for their heroic 

effort in helping aid seriously injured victims.  A grandmother and her 2 year old grandchild were 

seriously injured following an incident caused by a driver passing on the right side of the bus at a high 

rate of speed and hitting the two victims while standing and waiting to retrieve another grandchild from 

the bus.  The grandmother is still in the hospital undergoing more surgeries.  Mr. Boyd commended bus 

driver, Diane Gray, for a tremendous job in helping the victims until medical help arrived.  Wendy 

Merchant and her daughter, Hope, came to the scene and helped to calm the children on the bus.  They 

finished Ms. Gray’s bus route and delivered all the children safely home.  Diane Gray received a 

Certificate of Excellence from Superintendent Coker for the quick action she took in caring for the 

victims until medical help arrived.  In consideration of community safety during a crisis, Wendy 

Merchant and her daughter were also rewarded with a Certificate of Recognition in appreciation for 

their service in caring for the children.  



 Dr. Coker presented two framed documents, a Proclamation from Governor John Bel Edwards 

and a Resolution from the Louisiana School Board Association Board of Directors, declaring January 2017 

as the official School Board Member Recognition Month honoring school board members across the 

state of Louisiana.  The documents applaud Board members’ contributions to the academic successes of 

public school students along with expressions of their complements of sincerest recognition in 

appreciation for their focus on the well-being and achievement of children throughout the state and 

local communities.  Dr. Coker provided each member a copy of the documents as he extended his 

gratitude for their service.   

 Scott Robinson moved, seconded by Carey Walker, to retain Jerry Hicks as President of the 

Board and Greg Manley Vice President for the year 2017.   Motion carried unanimously. 

 Business Director Juanita Duke presented an update on the Annual Continuing Disclosure 

Process report from the last Board meeting of December 6, 2016.  Mrs. Duke reviewed each report with 

the Board explaining the language in relation to each disclosure submission and what is required in the 

filing of these reports.  She noted that the filings include what was actually filed but some were not 

complete as of today because the final audit financial statements were not made available by the issuer 

to submit.  However, there is a process to file or report whenever those statements are actually 

complete.  It was noted by Mrs. Duke that the incomplete Annual Reports were filed and submitted; but, 

with notice that “audited financial statements of the issuer are not available at this time” and 

anticipates that its complete Annual Report will be filed by no later than March 15, 2017.  If the “notice” 

is not filed with the report, the Board will be in non-compliance. 

 On motion by Scott Robinson, seconded by Greg Manley, the Board extended the 

Superintendent’s present contract two (2) additional years beginning July 4, 2018 and ending July 3, 

2020.  His present contract ends July 3, 2018.  President Hicks offered a brief period for public comment 

and motion carried unanimously. 

 Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones discussed the Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office request to purchase 

two (2) old temporary buildings through a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the Ouachita Parish 

School Board.  One of the buildings will be used to implement a high school equivalency test program 

(HSET) facility for incarcerated inmates to obtain a diploma.  They will also partner with Delta in teaching 

trades, primarily HVAC systems.  It grants an opportunity for the incarcerated to advance in society.   

The other building will be used as a storage facility for now and later will be used as a classroom as the 

program expands.  Whereby, Scott Robinson moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board 

grant permission to start the process of drawing up a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the 

Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office to purchase two (2) old temporary buildings that are not being used 

located behind the Instructional Annex at the present time.  Mr. Jones will come with a negotiated 

amount for the two (2) buildings later for Board approval.  President Hicks offered a brief period for 

public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher called the Board’s attention to status 

reports provided by architects listing the ongoing projects and their status.   Mr. Slusher also referred to 

an email he received from Jason Thornhill with Lazenby & Associates, Inc. regarding details and findings 

revealed during the removal of the existing 72” CMPA drainage pipes at the WMHS stadium.                



Mr. Thornhill recommends that the contractor be compensated for the additional work performed 

under the current change order.  Status reports were also provided on construction projects at Shady 

Grove, Robinson and Swayze schools noting their progress.  A report by Rice Gregory & Associates, Inc. 

was provided updating the status of the East Ouachita Middle School construction and its progress 

toward completion.  As of January 11, 2017, the General Contractor indicated that the installation of all 

roof panels shall be 100% complete within the next 30 days and predicts a substantial completion the 

end of March.  However, Rice Gregory, architect of the project, remarked that mid-May 2017 is 

considered a more realistic time schedule.  Mr. Slusher reported that the West Monroe High School 

stadium is not finished at this time and says they are working on completing the punch list.  He 

estimated that it to be 98% completed at this time.  Due to delay of the project, some board members 

inquired into the possibility of assessing liquidated damages to the contractor on the WMHS stadium 

project, exclusive of the additional parking lot construction because no additional rain days were added 

on the change order according to Mr. Slusher.  However, no decision was made to assess liquidated 

damages until further review.  Dr. Coker directed Mr. Slusher to get in touch with Tim Brandon and Jerry 

Hicks and set a date for the four of them to get together to review the original rain days allowed for the 

WMHS stadium project and how the additional 45 days for the change order add-on project affects the 

original completion date.  Mr. Slusher reported that the Edgewood project is going really well and 

invited the Board members to come look at how the project is progressing.  He concluded his report 

with a comment that the halls and multi-purpose room at Woodlawn Elementary School were painted 

during the Christmas holidays.   

   On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Scott Robinson moved, seconded 

by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board accept the bid from Trane in the amount of $21,700.00 for Bid Item 

No. 1 and $56,300.00 for Bid Item No. 2 for HVAC Chillers for WMHS and Good Hope Middle to be paid 

from the General Fund (Budgeted) [Bid No. 15-17].  President Hicks offered public comment and motion 

carried unanimously. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Greg Manley moved, seconded by 

Carey Walker, that the Board accept the low bids in bold print for 16 musical instruments funded 

through the M&O/GF/Band Allocations funds in various budget amounts [Bid No. 17-17].  President 

Hicks offered public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 State Senator Mike Walsworth came forward and commended our community that has worked 

hard to support the West Monroe High School band in raising approximately $185,000 in three weeks to 

send the students to the inauguration of the 45th President of the United States, Donald J. Trump.  

Senator Walsworth said it is admirable that the WMHS band, which also marched in the 2005 

inauguration for President George W. Bush, will get the same opportunity to see firsthand how power 

changes hands in our nation.  They are one of seven (7) high school bands in the nation invited to 

participate in the inaugural parade.  There are only 10 bands outside of military that will perform and 

WMHS is the only band representing Louisiana.  Senator Walsworth thanked the Board, parents and 

citizens for their donations and coming together to make this happen for our kids.  This is quite an honor 

for our West Monroe High School band students as they represent our school system and state in such a 

superior and classy way.  While Dr. Coker affirmed that our West Monroe High School band students will 

make Louisiana proud, he expressed his appreciation for all the support from the community. 



 Dr. Coker commended Maintenance Supervisor Scottie Nugent, Custodial Services Supervisor 

George Booth, and their staff members for services performed during the arrival of unexpected and 

extremely freezing temperatures beginning on Friday of last week, lasting several days.  Last Friday, the 

TV weathermen gave erroneous weather information to the police, sheriff’s office and OPSB emergency 

personnel regarding the cold weather that was expected to come in much later that day. However, it 

arrived early and roads started freezing up a few minutes prior to the start of school, which created a 

dangerous situation for our students and parents, catching everyone unprepared.  Dr. Coker applauded 

his supervisors and their staff members for their efforts in keeping our schools running during the 

weekend and throughout the cold snap.  He stated that he would have never opened schools if he had 

known that the temperature was expected to drop below freezing that day. 

 The next Board meeting will be held on January 24, 2017 at 12:00 noon. 

 There being no further business to discuss, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that 

the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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