
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 

at twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board 

office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the 

meeting.   

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere 

May, Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, (Interim) Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves and Greg Manley.  

There were none absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Dabo Graves. 

 The Invocation was given by Reverend Harold McCoy. 

 On motion by Greg Manley, seconded by Dabo Graves, the Board unanimously 

approved the Minutes of January 14, 2020 as written. 

 Motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board amend the 

Agenda to delete Business Item No. 5 (Approval of 2020-2021 School Calendar), add Business 

Item No. 7 (Consideration and approval of entering into a cooperative endeavor agreement with 

CommuniHealth to relocate the school based health clinic at West Monroe High School by 

Tommy Comeaux) and add Business Item No. 8 (Purchase Driver’s Education Vehicle and Shop 

Truck by Bobby Jones).  Motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

 Upon motion by Dabo Graves, seconded by Shere May, the Board approved the Agenda 

as amended.  Motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 No Personnel Report was presented. 

 Communication Specialist Aline Smead invited Mr. Manley to come forward and 

introduce some very special guests seated in the audience.  Mr. Walter L. Smith, accompanied 

by his wife, Debbie, and Mr. Arthur Lee Smith were welcomed by Mr. Manley.  Walter and 

Arthur are the great grandsons of the late A. L. Smith, for whom the former A. L. Smith 

Elementary School was named.  Their great grandfather, Mr. A. L. Smith, Sr., was a prominent 

land owner in Sterlington in the early 1900’s.  A. L. Smith Elementary School was built in 1930 

on the land he donated to the School Board prior to its construction.  To show their 

appreciation of his generous support and love for his community, the Ouachita Parish School 

Board presented the family an original portrait of Mr. A. L. Smith, Sr. that was once displayed in 

the school in his honor. 



 Two very special teachers in our district were acknowledged by Superintendent Coker 

for being innovated instructors that have been recognized nationally for taking a new 

curriculum to the next level using “Ready Math” and “I Ready” programs.  Across the entire 

nation, Curriculum Associates has named 31 outstanding teachers that have implemented this 

particular curriculum and two of those outstanding instructors are from our district, Ms. Anna 

Redding and Ms. Alicia Renaud, and there are only two others from Louisiana.  Dr. Coker 

emphasized the significance of recognition at this level is quite an accomplishment for both our 

state and our district to achieve.  This kind of recognition brings great pride of accomplishment 

to our district, community and state.  At this time, Dr. Coker invited Ms. Anna Redding from 

George Welch Elementary and Alicia Renaud from Drew Elementary to come forward and 

receive their certificates of achievement from the Ouachita Parish School Board and their 

principals in appreciation of their gratitude. 

 On behalf of the School Board and in the presence of family members, Rotena Russell 

and John L. Russell, Jr., wife and son of John L. Russell, Sr., Dr. Coker read aloud a resolution 

honoring the life of Reverend John L. Russell, Sr., respectfully acknowledging with gratitude, the 

legacy of his 33+ years of dedicated and loyal service as a member of the Ouachita Parish 

School Board representing District “E” in Ouachita Parish.  Reverend Russell spent his entire 

career giving back to the community by serving others.  A framed copy of the Resolution was 

also presented to his family.  Reverend Russell died on December 16, 2019 after a lengthy 

illness.  He will be sorely missed.   

 On the recommendation of the Superintendent, Shere May moved, seconded by Scotty 

Waggoner, that the Board approve the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement renewal giving 

permission to Workforce Development Board 81 (LWDB81) to continue to Engage Out-of-

School Youth with the Ouachita Parish School Board.  This is a non-financial agreement to 

facilitate cooperation and coordination between Ouachita Workforce Development Board 81 

and the Ouachita Parish School Board so the “LWDB81” can engage and provide federal funding 

opportunities and services for former students (ages 16-24) not attending school and meets 

qualifying conditions who become out-of-school youth.  This renewal is a two-year agreement 

that will cover the 2020-2022 school years.  Motion unanimously carried by all members 

present. 

 In the absence of Title I Supervisor, Cynthia Osborne, Personnel Director Todd Guice 

presented Mrs. Osborne’s recommendation to approve the following policies that have been 

reviewed and approved in advance by district personnel, Board attorney Elmer Noah and the 

Board’s policy provider, Forethought Consultants, Inc.:  (1 Policy: DFD (Tax and Bond Elections 

and Sales) and (2 Policy:  JGCF (Behavioral Health Services for Students) as presented.           



Mrs. Osborne also presented the following two policies to be considered for approval at the 

next Board meeting; (1 Policy:  GAEAA (Sexual Harassment) and (2 Policy:  GBN (Dismissal of 

Employees). Following an offer for public comment by President Hicks, motion carried 

unanimously by all members present. 

 The monthly 2019-20 Interim Financial Report for the Period ended December 31, 2019 

was presented to the Board by Business Director Regina Mekus.  Mrs. Mekus announced that 

her office continues on task for the year with the current budget having no considerable 

exceptions. At the end of December 2019, the current ending fund balance in the General Fund 

was $25,340,573.  The ending fund balance in the District #1 M&O (1/2-cent) Sales Tax was 

$17,182,727, right on track with the projected fund balances in the budget. She noted that our 

General Fund balance is running about 40% of our expenditures, which is normal and where we 

want it to be.  The revenues in our Sales Tax Funds are running about where they should be 

(between 30%-35%).  The Board was reminded that our Sales Tax Revenues run about a couple 

of months behind normal collections.  Ms. Mekus referred the Board to the last two pages of 

the report, where she pointed out the comparison of monthly accumulation of revenues and 

expenditures to prior fiscal year periods provided for the Board’s review on the accumulation of 

funds for the current fiscal year and the prior two fiscal years.  She reported that the 

breakdown of expenditures in the District #1 M&O account show about 43% revenues and 40% 

expenditures are right on target. The estimated annual budget revenue and other sources show 

our expenditures at 33%, which is a little high due to bus purchases early in the year; but, we 

are seeing as the year goes on, those expenditures are leveling out.  This enables all to see the 

trend of performance in these two primary operating funds of the School Board.  Whereby, 

Dabo Graves moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board approve the 2019-20 Interim 

Financial Report for the Period ended December 31, 2019 as presented by Business Director 

Regina Mekus.  Following a brief moment allowed for public comment by President Hicks, 

motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 Tommy Comeaux is interested in purchasing property located at 116 Riggs Street 

directly across the street from the student services area of West Monroe High School’s main 

building.  According to Mr. Comeaux, when the property became available, it was appraised at 

a value of $45,000 and the landowners agreed to take $40,000 for the property.   Whereby, 

Tommy Comeaux motioned that the Board authorize Attorney Noah to start procedures to 

purchase this property for $40,000 seconded by Shere May.  President Hicks offered a brief 

moment for public comment and motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

 Motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by Shere May, that the Board enter into a 

Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with CommuniHealth to help them get started in securing 



funding to develop a plan to utilize their current services in relocating their school based health 

clinic to another area of the building at West Monroe High School.  Once CommuniHealth’s plan 

funding is secured, they will come back to the Board to present their plan of secured funding.  

At that time, the plan will be accepted or declined.  Public comment was offered by President 

Hicks and motion carried unanimously by all members. 

 Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones requested permission from the Board to purchase two 

new vehicles, one driver education vehicle and one shop truck to be paid from the Driver 

Education account and purchased off the Louisiana State Vehicle Contract as recommended by 

Director of Transportation Skeeter Boyd.  Whereby, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Dabo 

Graves, that the Board approve the purchase of one Driver Education Vehicle and one Shop 

Truck for use at the Eastside Garage to be paid with funds from the Driver Education account 

and purchased off the Louisiana State Vehicle Contract.  Following a brief moment for public 

comment by President Hicks, motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher reported that the Edgewood parking 

lot construction project across from West Monroe High School has been delayed due to 

excessive rain this week.  The Woodlawn School choir/band room construction project has not 

started yet, but the fence has been taken down and the trailer is in place getting ready for the 

project.  The baseball and softball projects are completed at WOHS.  In conclusion, Mr. Slusher 

added that the lights on the football practice field and baseball/soccer fields at WOHS have 

been installed and are working nicely. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Harold McCoy moved, 

seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board accept the low bid of Southern Assistive Technology, 

LLC in the amount of $38,596 for Vision Service Items [Bid No. 43-20] and funded through 

Student Support Services.  Following an offer by President Hicks for public comment, motion 

unanimously carried by all members present. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board allow Mr. Jones prior approval to accept the low 

responsive bid for Copy Paper [Bid No. 44-20] paid from various funds because the bids are due 

to open next week.  He will bring the bid list to the Board for review at the next meeting.  

Motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

 Greg Manley moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board grant permission to bid 

Wood Chips to be paid from the General Fund in the amount of $180.00/WYd. [Bid No. 45-20].  

Motion unanimously carried by all members present. 



 At 12:32 p.m. Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board enter 

into Executive Session for the limited purpose of discussing litigation positions of the Board, 

that it may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the Board to do otherwise, 

pursuant to Title 42, Sections 6 and 6.1 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.  The following roll-call 

vote on the motion to go into Executive Session was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere 

May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; Harold McCoy, yes; Dabo Graves, yes; and 

Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 At 1:20 p.m. the Executive Session closed, at which time, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the meeting re-open to the public and return to regular 

session.  The following roll-call vote was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere May, yes; 

Scotty Waggoner, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; Harold McCoy, yes; Dabo Graves, yes; and Greg Manley, 

yes.  Motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 President Hicks set the next Board meeting for March 10, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 

 Dr. Coker reminded the Board members of the upcoming LSBA Convention they plan to 

attend in Baton Rouge this weekend.   The Board members were also briefed on the plans for 

the Ribbon Cutting/Open House Ceremony following this meeting at 2:00 p.m.  The ceremony 

will begin with the pledge, a prayer and The National Anthem sung by the West Monroe Senior 

Choir.    

Ribbon Cutting and Open House Ceremony:           

Dr. Coker invited all guests attending this meeting and the employees of the Central 

Office Complex to join the public Open House celebration at 2:00 p.m. today together with the 

West Monroe Mayor, and the Monroe and the West Monroe/West Ouachita Chamber of 

Commerce officials.  The celebration was held in the new Boardroom of the Central Office 

Complex where Monroe Chamber President Sue Nicholson and West Monroe/West Ouachita 

Chamber President Lila Strode, along with West Monroe Mayor Stacy Mitchell, each 

representing their respective cities, welcomed those in attendance.  Following a warm welcome 

from Dr. Coker, all three officials greeted the public with excitement of what the new facility 

will mean and bring to the people it will serve.  All three officials extended congratulations to 

the Superintendent and the Board for their part in providing such a lovely facility for our 

citizens.  It is noteworthy that the people of Ouachita Parish should be very proud of this fine 

facility ensuring education excellence for all children throughout the Ouachita Parish School 

System. 



 There being no further business to discuss, Shere May moved, seconded by Greg 

Manley, that the Board meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously by all members present. 
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