
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, February 8, 2022 at 

twelve (12:00) o’clock PM at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the 

meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere 

May, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves.  ABSENT:  Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Shere May. 

 The Board was led in prayer by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones. 

 On motion by Shere May, seconded by Harold McCoy, the Board approved the Minutes 

of January 18, 2022 as written.  Discussion offered and motion unanimously carried.  ABSENT:  

Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 On motion by Harold McCoy, seconded by Shere May, the Board amended the Agenda to 

add the following items:  The next four items listed under (requested by Harold McCoy)                    

IX. Business No. 4. (Name an architect for Richwood Middle School); No. 5. (Name an architect 

for Robinson Elementary School); No. 6. (Discussion relative to the OPSB employment policies and 

procedures; and No. 7. Additional Committees for the Board members to serve on:  (a. Personnel; 

b. Transportation; c. Building & Maintenance.   Further moving  to add under   IX. Business:  Item 

No. 10. Purchase Driver’s Education Vehicle; and to add under XI. Permission to Bid Item No. 2 

[Bid No. 39-22] (Front Entrance Canopy at Pinecrest School).  President Hicks offered public 

discussion and motion carried unanimously.  ABSENT:  Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 On motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by Harold McCoy, the Board approved the 

amended Agenda as presented.  Discussion offered and motion carried unanimously.  ABSENT:  

Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 Dr. Coker did not have anything to present on his Personnel Report. 

 Our LSU AgCenter Agent, Cathy Agan, presented her update regarding their programs 

offered our students through their partnership with the Ouachita Parish School System.  She 

provided innovative research information and education to improve people’s lives during her 

presentation.  Ouachita Parish ranks 37 out of 64 parishes for healthy outcomes in the 2021 

rankings.  Due to the COVID outbreaks the last couple of years, educational fieldtrips were 

postponed; but they are bringing them back.  More special projects are being offered through 

workshops  for artwork focused on special interest photography club and a livestock program.  

Unfortunately Kiroli Camp was cancelled the last two summers, but will be back this summer.  

The following programs are promoted through 4-H:  Youth Development,  Agriculture and Natural 

Resources in Animal Science and Forestry, Wildlife and Horticulture.  The LSU AgCenter Ouachita 

4-H Club’s focus for 2021-2022 is Choose Health:  Food, Fun and Fitness.  There are 400 members 

enrolled to date for the current school year and Google Classroom continues to be utilized along  



with some in-person club meetings where 4-Hers and their families can access monthly health 

lessons and information on their programs.  Mrs. Agan concluded her report and Shere May 

moved, seconded by Dabo Graves that the Board adopt her LSU AgCenter report as presented.  

Following a brief moment allowed for public comments, motion carried unanimously.  ABSENT:  

Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 Title I Supervisor Jennifer Nugent presented nine (9) policies for the Board’s consideration 

of approval that have been reviewed and approved in advance by district personnel, Board 

attorney Elmer Noah and the Board’s policy provider, Forethought Consultants, Inc. as follows:  

(1) Policy: DJED (Bids and Quotations); (2) Policy: DJE (Purchasing); (3) Policy: IHAD (Parent 

Conferences); (4) Policy: JG (Student Welfare); (5) Policy: JQA (Expectant and Parenting Students); 

(6) Policy: GBRHA (Sabbatical Leave); (7) Policy: GBRIB (Sick Leave); (8) Policy: BC (School Board 

Meetings); (9) Policy: BCBI (Public Participation in School Board Meetings).  Whereby Tommy 

Comeaux moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board approve the nine (9) policies as 

presented by Ms. Nugent.   

 At this time President Hicks offered public comments and several guests came forward to 

address their concerns regarding the above policies.  Following public comments, motion carried 

unanimously to accept Ms. Nugent’s nine (9) policies as presented.  ABSENT:  Greg Manley – 

Scotty Waggoner 

 Mr. Chris Platt, a parent and guest in the audience, spoke wanting more transparency 

regarding the Board’s policies on “mask mandates” and complaining about unfair treatment of 

his son at school regarding the COVID mask mandates and our Board’s quarantine polices.   When 

Mr. Platt had finished addressing the Board, Dr. Coker reached out to him offering to speak with 

him about the matter after the meeting along with his Director of Safety & Security, Mrs. Nichols.  

However, Mr. Platt later declined the offer.  UPDATE:  It has also been brought to the attention 

of the Ouachita Parish School Board that Mr. Platt does not have a child in our school system and 

that his child actually attends school in the Monroe City School System.   

 At this time, Mr. Harold McCoy expressed his views regarding COVID policies suggesting 

steps the Board can take with students if they are exposed to COVID outbreaks while at school 

and what to do while they are quarantined at home.  He also briefly discussed sick leave appeal 

and extended sick leave pay for teachers, also suggesting virtual teaching for homebound. He 

believes instructional periods should be provided those who are quarantined and that other 

emergencies define instructional content.  He empathized with both sides and says he does not 

judge a man on whether or not he agrees with him, but knows a man by his heart and spirit.  He 

mentioned that Board members are not bad people, but want to do what is right.  Public 

comments were heard following Rev. McCoy’s comments. 

 Business Director Regina Mekus presented her monthly 2021-2022 Interim Financial 

Report for the Period ended December 31, 2021.  Compared to the prior year, we are operating 

at 98.5% in the general fund, and are right on target with our budget for the current year, ending 



the period with a fund balance of $24,837,310 with flexibility to operate our business.  In our 

District 1 M&O account, we are ending the period with a little more than $23.5 million and ending 

with a fund balance within 116% of where we were this time last year.  Sales tax continues to 

increase and is up 14% of last year’s collections.   Ms. Mekus acknowledged that she and her staff 

continue to operate the business department conservatively during this uncertain economy 

because we realize this trend may not continue for an extended period of time.  Looking at Capital 

Projects Funds, under Eastside construction funds, the new Sterlington Middle School project 

was approved and we won’t know the interest rate for these bonds until next month.  At the end 

of December 2021 we have $796,000 remaining in the 2019 storm damage construction funds 

that is primarily the Boley reconstruction funds that will finally come to an end when the Boley 

reconstruction project is completed within a couple of months.  When this happens, we will see 

these funds used up and begin spending out of the West Ouachita Sales Tax Account.  Ms. Mekus 

reported that the Revenue, Expenditures and M&O accounts remain at 40% for the year and is 

where we expect to be, with a fund balance in General Fund of 107% of where we were last year 

this time.  In conclusion, Ms. Mekus informed the Board that she and her staff were in the process 

of working on the $1,500 employee supplemental pay the Board approved in the last Board 

meeting, which will be ready for distribution on March 18, 2022 for employees on record as of 

December 1, 2021 who qualify.  Whereby Dabo Graves moved, seconded by Harold McCoy, that 

the Board approve the Monthly 2021-2022 Interim Financial Report for the Period ended 

December 31, 2021 as presented by Business Director Regina Mekus.  Following President Hicks’ 

offer for public comments from the audience and the Board, motion unanimously carried.  

ABSENT:  Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 On motion by Harold McCoy, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board appoint Bill Land 

with Land 3 Architect, Inc. as the architect for the Richwood Middle School project.  Public 

comments offered and motion carried unanimously.  ABSENT:  Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 On motion by Harold McCoy, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board appoint Greg T. 

Wallace with Taylor-Wallace Designs as the architect for the Robinson Elementary School project.  

Public comments were offered and motion unanimously carried.  ABSENT: Greg Manley - Scotty  

Waggoner 

 Harold McCoy presented the following two Business Items No. 6 & 7 to the Board for 

discussion only:  Item 6. “Discussion relative to the OPSB employment policies and procedures” 

and Item 7. “Additional Committees for the Board members to serve on:  (a.) Personnel;                         

(b.) Transportation; and (c.) Building and Maintenance.” Mr. McCoy stated that he was 

concerned about areas in our system that may need adjustments that also include our central 

office that very few people are aware of.   He wants the Board’s consideration in the future after 

they review his suggestions, take a look at them and get their input.   

President Hicks offered public discussion and Mrs. Tiffany Hatten representing “Parent’s 

Choice LA,” expressed concerns on submission and approval of policies. 



A few more citizens expressed their comments concerning the Governor’s Proclamations 

and mask mandates. 

 Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones requested prior permission from the Board to accept the 

lowest bid for Copy Paper [Bid No. 32-22] because it is needed by Graphic Arts as soon as possible.  

Whereby, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Shere May, to allow acceptance of the lowest 

bid for Copy Paper [Bid No. 32-22] ahead of the next meeting because it is needed by Graphic 

Arts immediately.  The bid awarded to the lowest bidder will be announced to the Board at their 

next meeting.  President Hicks offered public discussion and motion carried unanimously.  

ABSENT:  Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones requested prior permission from the Board to accept the 

lowest bid for Chromebook Cases [Bid No. 26-22] ahead of the next meeting in order to receive 

them in time before school starts this fall.  Whereby, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Dabo 

Graves, that the Board grant Mr. Jones permission to accept the lowest qualifying bid for 

Chromebook Cases ahead of the next meeting {Bid No. 26-22].  The lowest, qualified bid selected 

will be announced to the Board at their next meeting.  Public comments were offered and motion 

carried unanimously. ABSENT: Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 On motion by Dabo Graves, seconded by Shere May, that the Board grant permission to 

purchase a Driver’s Education Vehicle as recommended by Transportation Director Prentiss Boyd 

and Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones.  Mr. Jones recommends that the vehicle be ordered on State 

Contract as soon as the State Contract option opens up.  Public discussion was offered and 

motion carried unanimously.  ABSENT:  Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 On motion by Dabo Graves, seconded by Harold McCoy, the Board selected Bryan 

McGuire as the architect for the Ouachita Parish High School project.  Public discussion was 

offered and motion carried unanimously.  ABSENT:  Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner 

 Supervisor of Safety/Construction Ken Slusher provided the Board with copies of the TBA 

OPSB Project Status Report regarding the Boley project while announcing that the final phase of 

the construction site is nearly finished and the final touches are being applied.  Everything is 

looking good.  The West Ouachita High School additions and renovations project is progressing 

well and a lot of prep has begun on the foundation work.  Mr. Slusher concluded his report 

announcing that we are currently proceeding with the construction of the new Sterlington Middle 

School project. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Shere May, that the Board accept the low bids for Musical Instruments [Bid No. 23-

22] in bold print on the bid sheet from Music & Arts for Items 1 – 5 and accept the low bids in 

bold print from Washington Music for Items 6 – 9 each funded from all sources with various 

budgets.  Public comments offered and motion carried unanimously.  ABSENT:  Greg Manley – 

Scotty Waggoner 



 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Shere May, that the Board accept the bid from American Reading Company for 

Educational Materials [Bid No. RFP 28-22], funded through Title I with various budgets.  Public 

comments offered and motion unanimously carried.  ABSENT:  Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Shere May, that the Board grant permission to bid the following items:  1.  Math 

Curriculum [Bid No. RFP 38-22], funded with ESSER funds; 2. Front Entrance Canopy (Pinecrest) 

[Bid No. 39-22], funded with Westside Sales Tax and having a budget of $375,000.  Public 

comments offered and motion unanimously carried.  ABSENT:  Greg Manley – Scotty Waggoner. 

 The next Board meeting will be held on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 12:00 Noon. 

 There being no further business to discuss, Harold McCoy moved, seconded by Dabo 

Graves, that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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