
    
 

A Text-Based Approach to Analyzing ELA Assessment Data 

Objectives 
• Experience a text-based approach to ELA 

data analysis 
• Identify next steps to strengthen the use 

of ELA assessments in your school/district 
next year 

Agenda 
1. Orient to the analysis process  [10 min] 

2. Engage in analysis of text and data [45 
min] 

3. Debrief the process [10 min] 

4. Adapting instruction [10 min] 

5. Setting next steps [15 min] 
 
Reflect on the Current Use of ELA Data in Your School 

● What is strong about your current approach? 

 

 

 

 
● What is the biggest challenge you see in using formative ELA data?  

 
 

 
Recommended Approach 

 

 



    
 

  

 



    
 

Short-Term Option: Reteaching & Reassessing The Text 
1. Have students read the same text, possibly with multiple readings and/or close-reads. 

2. Write new text-specific questions targeting key ideas and complex parts of the text. 

3. Take advantage of your deep understanding of the text and student misconceptions. 

Try it.  Write a new text-specific question that would help the students whose responses you analyzed. 
The question should target an idea or part of the text which they misunderstood and which related to a 
key understanding of the text 
 

Part of text New text-specific question 

  

 
 
Long-Term Option: Adapt Upcoming Units 

Directions: Circle the conclusions you would want your teachers in your department to come to. 
Underline the conclusions that teachers are most likely to come to. Are they the same? 

 
Example of ways teachers might decide to adapt upcoming lessons and units: 
Texts 

A. My students need to read texts that are more complex. 
B. My lessons need to focus more on helping students arrive at key understandings of the text. 
C. I need to better analyze texts to determine what makes them complex (meaning/purpose, 

language, structure, knowledge). 
D. My lessons need to focus more on helping students make meaning of difficult sections of the text. 

 

Questions and Writing 
A. The questions students answer need to be more text dependent.  
B. The questions students answer need to build towards a culminating task or questions. 
C. My writing prompts need to connect to text(s) better; the questions should require students 

explain their understanding of key ideas within the text(s). 
D. My writing prompts should be more rigorous. 

 

Other 
A. My students should have more more opportunities to read topically-related texts to build their 

knowledge of words and the world. 
B. My students need more fluency practice. 

 


