
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, December 11, 2018 at 

twelve (12:00) o’clock noon at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 The meeting was called to order by President Hicks as he welcomed visitors and guests to the 

meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Scott Robinson, 

A. R. Sims, Jerry R. Hicks, John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  There were none absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Tommy Comeaux. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Greg Manley. 

 Upon motion by Mr. Sims, seconded by Greg Manley, the Board approved the Minutes of 

November 13, 2018 as written.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion 

carried unanimously. 

 Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board amend the Agenda to add 

[Bid No. 36-19] for Copy Paper paid with all funds under Permission to Bid and postpone action on 

Business Item No. 5 (Approval of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City of West Monroe 

and the OPSB RE:  Establishment of WMPD Sub-Station at WMHS by Atty. Elmer Noah).  Public comment 

was offered and motion unanimously carried. 

 On motion by Greg Manley, seconded by Carey Walker, the Board accepted the Agenda as 

amended.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 With the interviews having been completed, Superintendent Dr. Coker announced that Chantay 

Johnson had been appointed to the position of Assistant Principal at Sterlington Middle School, effective 

January 9, 2019.   

Dr. Coker announced that the faculty and staff of Swartz Lower Elementary School earned 

recognition by the Children’s Coalition for their inclusion on the Excellence Honor Roll for the 2017-18 

program.  This is a huge accomplishment and Dr. Coker is proud of what’s going on at Swartz Lower as 

they are recognized as earning the Excellence Honor Roll award in scoring 6.01 points out of a possible 7 

in a Pre-K level and are recognized as receiving one of the highest scoring standards in the district out of 

7 points through their class observation. 

 Three Board members were honored with plaques by Dr. Coker in appreciation for their many 

years of service on the Ouachita Parish School Board.  The following three Board members will not be 

returning:  Scott Robinson (District B – 24 yrs); A. R. “Red” Sims (District C – 32 yrs) and Carey Walker 

(District F – 24 yrs).  Mr. Robinson did not win the election and Mr. Sims and Mr. Walker did not run.   

Dr. Coker thanked the outgoing members for their dedicated service as he offered refreshments to 

everyone in celebration of their years of commitment as representatives of the Board.   



 On the recommendation of Title I Supervisor Cynthia Osborne, Carey Walker moved, seconded 

by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board approve the following four policies that have been reviewed and 

approved in advance by district personnel, Board attorney Elmer Noah and the Board’s policy provider, 

Forethought Consultants, Inc.:  Policy: GBA-R (Administrative Salaries); Policy: IFBGA (Computer Access 

and Use); Policy: JCDAG (Threats of Terrorism or Violence); Policy: JCDAF (Bullying and Hazing).         

Mrs. Osborne announced that the following three policies will be presented for consideration at the 

next Board meeting in addition to a fourth one to be included in the Board’s mail-out along with the 

other three regarding (Student Searches):  Policy: EBBB (School and Student Safety); Policy: GBK 

(Employee Discipline); Policy: GBN (Dismissal of Employees).  A brief moment for public comment was 

offered and motion carried unanimously. 

 Business Director Juanita Duke presented her monthly 2018-19 Interim Financial Report for the 

period ended October 31, 2018.  The Board was provided copies of the report representing all funds of 

the School Board and the total budgeted revenues and expenditures all through the year comparing to 

their actual performance through the end of October 31, 2018.  Highlights reported were: 

General Fund - Total fiscal-year-to-date (FYTD) revenue of $40 million, or 101% of revenue 

compared at this same time last year.   General Fund expenditures are $32.8 million, and fund 

balance is $27.4 million.   

Sales Tax Funds – District No. 1 M&O Sales Tax revenues of $1.2 million received for two months 

of the fiscal year to date.  Most sales tax fund revenues are 1/2 to 2% higher the first two 

months of the fiscal year compared to this time last fiscal year.  The ending fund balance in the 

District M&O fund is about $18.0 million.  However, West Ouachita Sales Tax fund revenue is 

$1.9 million, about the same as revenue reported for this period in the prior fiscal year, with a 

fund balance of $11.2 million.     

Internal Service Funds – The Self Insurance Fund has casualty and workers compensation claims 

expenses paid FYTD of $218,491, with net assets of $2.2 million.  Centralized Printing has 

incurred $230,902 in expenses with net assets of $17,055 remaining.   

Capital Project Funds – East Ouachita Construction currently has a remaining fund balance of 

$520,037 and Westside 2015 Construction has an ending fund balance of $3.0 million.   

In conclusion, Mrs. Duke directed the Board to review the fiscal year annual comparative data provided 

on the monthly accumulated revenues, expenditures, fund balance and excess/deficiency of the General 

Fund and the District M&O Fund for the current fiscal year and the previous two fiscal years to show the 

trend of performance in these two primary operating funds of the School Board.  Following Mrs. Duke’s 

presentation of the financial report, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by A. R. Sims, that the Board 

approve the 2018-19 Interim Financial Report for the Period ended October 31, 2018 as presented.  

President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion unanimously carried. 

 Business Director Juanita Duke presented the 2018 Annual Continuing Disclosure report data 

that has been prepared for the filings the Securities and Exchange Commission requires the School 



Board to make each year with the Municipal Securities Rule-Making Board (MSRB) for all current 

outstanding bonds issued by the West Ouachita Parish School District, East Ouachita Parish School 

District and School District No. 1 of Ouachita Parish, for which the Ouachita Parish School Board is the 

obligated party.  Mrs. Duke noted this year’s reports also include disclosure of a major accounting 

change whereby the full amount of the accrued liability for the School Board’s other post-employment 

benefits (OPEB), for employee health and life insurance after retirement, will now be recognized in the 

School Board’s financial statements.  She indicated the 2017-18 financial report and audit is near 

completion, and will include the increase in the OPEB liability by a substantial amount in the 

government-wide reports.  The annual disclosure reports will be sent to the School Board’s designated 

dissemination agent, DAC Bond, who will make the appropriate filings with the MSRB through the 

Electronic Municipal Market Access (EMMA) website prior to the deadline of December 31, 2018. These 

filings provide investors and other interested parties access to select financial data about the issuing 

school districts and the current financial condition of the School Board for making investment decisions.  

Following Mrs. Dukes presentation, Carey Walker moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board 

approve the 2018 annual disclosure reports to be filed with the Municipal Securities Rule-Making Board 

(MSRB) as prepared and presented.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and 

motion unanimously carried. 

               Business Item No. 5 – Approval of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City of 
West Monroe and the OPSB RE:  Establishment of WMPD Sub-Station at WMHS (Atty. Elmer Noah).  
The agreement was not executed in time for the meeting.  Therefore, action was postponed on this 
item until the next meeting. 

Chairman of the Board of Directors of Chennault Aviation and Military Museum of LA, Inc., 

Retired Judge Elvis Stout, addressed the Board with a review of the terms of the present Cooperative 

Endeavor Agreement between the museum and the School Board.  He asked for considerations from 
the Board to authorize the Board President or the Superintendent to sign a letter, which was 

provided earlier, stating that the Board has no objections to the museum signing the Covenant of 

Purpose, Use and Ownership agreement increasing the guarantee that the Board is not responsible 

for signing the grant application approval but supports the museum’s efforts in building the 

Chennault Museum Aviation Park.  Judge Stout further explains that the Ouachita Parish School 

Board is not a party to the museum EDA Funding Application and is not a recipient of any EDA 
funding, and the OPSB declines personal participation in any current corporate contractual or 

financial obligation connected with the Grant Application.  However, the OPSB has no opposition to 

the Museum executing the proposed EDA Covenant of Purpose, Use and Owner Agreement as Lessee 

of the subject property under its long-term lease agreement with the OPSB.  Following the 

presentation of Judge Stout, Carey Walker moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board allow 

the Chennault Aviation Museum to proceed with their EDA application as recipients of the $459,942 
grant to use for the purpose of building the Chennault Museum Aviation Park.  Following an offer by 

President Hicks for public comment, motion carried unanimously. 

On motion by Mr. Sims, seconded by Scott Robinson, the Board granted permission to 
purchase property located to the left of the Woodlawn Elementary and Junior High Schools for 

approximately $200,000 to be paid with Westside Sales Tax funds.  The property is a small proponent 



of the existing property previously purchased by the School Board.  President Hicks offered a brief 

moment for public comment and motion unanimously carried. 

On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher, Scott 
Robinson moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board grant permission to purchase a 

house and a double lot in the amount of $125,000 located across from West Monroe High School at 
410 Travis Street on the corner of Riggs & Travis Streets.  Following an offer by President Hicks for a 

brief moment of public discussion, motion carried unanimously. 

Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher, announced that there will be a final 
inspection of the new roof at Ouachita High School on Monday, December 17 at 10:00 a.m.  The 

former OPAC facility construction project is moving forward as renovations proceed for the future 

central office.  The project has been ongoing for 6 weeks and is actually ahead of schedule.  The 

offices are being completely demoed and are being renovated with new material and are starting to 

look good.  Mr. Slusher invited the Board members to go by and look at the progress that has been 
made on the property in a short 6 week period.   

On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher, John Russell 
moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board accept the low bid of E. Cornell Malone 

Corporation in the amount of $364,600 for the roof replacement for Swayze Elementary School [Bid 

No. 28-19] and paid with M&O Capital Projects Funds committed for capital projects.  The budget 

ranged from $450,000 to $500,000.  Following a brief moment for public comment offered by 

President Hicks, motion unanimously carried. 

Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones presented the recommendation of Director of Child Nutrition 
Jo Lynne Correro for consideration and Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the 

Board Accept the only bid received for Fresh Produce and Eggs from Robertson Produce of Monroe, 

LA for the Bid Period 1/14/19 – 02/15/2019 for a total bid of $1,642.75 (based on single items) and 

funded through the Child Nutrition Program [Bid No. FS8B-19].  Motion unanimously carried.   

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Carey Walker moved, seconded 
by A. R. Sims, that the Board grant permission to bid the following items:  1)  Library Books paid from 

all funds [Bid No. 34-19]; 2)  Oil and Grease paid from General Fund [Bid No. 35-19] and 3)  Copy 

Paper paid from all funds [Bid No. 36-19].  Motion carried unanimously. 

At this time, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Scott Robinson, that the Board go into 

executive session and that the meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 

42:6.1(A)(2)(aa) for the purpose of discussing an appeal from a student expulsion hearing and that it 

would have a detrimental effect on the individual involved to do otherwise.    The following roll-call 

vote was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Scott Robinson, yes; A. R. Sims, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; John 

Russell, yes; Carey Walker, yes and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried, with seven (7) “yes” votes and 

no (0) “no” votes.  No one was absent. 

Approximately 30 minutes later, the executive session closed, at which time, Tommy 

Comeaux moved, seconded by John Russell, that the meeting re-open to the public.  The following 

roll-call vote was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Scott Robinson, yes; A. R. Sims, yes; Jerry R. Hicks, 

yes; John Russell, yes; Carey Walker, yes and Greg Manley, yes.  The motion unanimously passed. 



Following the expulsion hearing, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that the 
Board uphold the expulsion recommendation by the school administration.  Following an offer by 

President Hicks allowing public comment, motion unanimously carried. 

President Hicks acknowledged the outgoing Board members (Scott Robinson, “Red” Sims and 

Carey Walker) stating that they have been excellent Board members and he will miss them.  He 
wished them well while expressing his appreciation and gratitude for their many years of loyalty and 

dedicated public service to their community.   

President Hicks set the next meeting for 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 15, 2019.  Since his 
announcement, a “Special Called” meeting was held on December 21, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. to re-bid the 

E-Rate funding program as no bids received on the first bid offer were responsive. 

There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Sims moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that 
the Board meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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