
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in a “Special Called” meeting on Friday, 

December 21, 2018 at nine (9:00) o’clock a.m. at its regular meeting place, the boardroom of 

the Ouachita Parish School Board office for the intended purpose of rejecting the bid for 

WAN/LAN (E-Rate Funding) [Bid No. RFP30-19], as the bids were non-responsive, and re-bid 

under the newly assigned [Bid No. RFP38-19].  If this item does not receive a bid for technical 

services in a timely manner, this district is subject to lose 80% of telecommunication expenses 

in funding this year with E-Rate monies.  It is imperative that it is bid in a timely manner. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the 

meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Scott 

Robinson, Jerry R. Hicks, John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  ABSENT:  “Red” Sims 

 Board member Tommy Comeaux led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 

 The Invocation was given by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones. 

 Carey Walker moved to approve the Agenda as presented, seconded by Tommy 

Comeaux.  President Hicks offered public comments and motion carried unanimously.   ABSENT: 

“Red” Sims 

 The purpose and urgency of this meeting was explained by Dr. Coker as having received 

bids opened earlier in the week that were non-responsive.  This bid award involves 

telecommunication services for our internet system, the network between central office and all 

the schools and wireless equipment, just to name a few.  Normally, 80% of this cost for 

telecommunications is paid for with E-Rate monies and there is a time-limit that E-Rate can be 

sought after and used to receive this benefit, which is a huge savings to the district.  The bids 

coming in as non-responsive jeopardize our opportunity to receive E-Rate funding based on 

80% of approximately $700,000 - $800,000.  It is essential that the district file the E-Rate 

application in a timely manner to qualify for the grant award.  The current bid needs to be 

rejected and re-opened under a newly issued bid number to be re-bid through the bidding 

process.     

 Upon the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Scott Robinson, that the Board reject [Bid No. RFP30-19] for bid item (WAN/LAN) 

for (E-Rate funding) as it was identified as non-responsive.  Motion carried unanimously.  

ABSENT:  “Red” Sims 

 Following Mr. Comeaux’s motion rejecting [Bid No. RFP30-19], Greg Manley moved, 

seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board grant permission to Purchasing Agent Bobby 



Jones to re-bid the item (WAN/LAN) and reissue under [Bid No. RFP38-19] as it relates to the E-

Rate funding standard.  Motion unanimously carried.   ABSENT:  “Red” Sims  

 The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Dr. Coker closed the meeting with Merry Christmas and Happy New Year greetings to 

the Board while acknowledging his appreciation to them for their attendance with short notice.  

The meeting adjourned unanimously on motion by Scott Robinson and seconded by 

Carey Walker. 
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