
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, August 22, 2017 at twelve 

o’clock (12:00) noon at their regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order as he welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  A. R. Sims, Jerry R. Hicks, John 

Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  Tommy Comeaux and Scott Robinson were absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Board member Carey Walker. 

 The Invocation was led by Board member Greg Manley. 

 Upon motion by A. R. Sims, seconded by John Russell, the Board approved the Minutes of       

July 25, 2017 as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 John Russell moved, seconded by A. R. Sims, that the Board amend the Agenda to include         

IX. Business Item No. 4.  (WMHS Stadium Transient Voltage Surge Suppresser (TVSS) Purchase Request 

by Ken Slusher).   Motion carried unanimously. 

 Upon motion by Greg Manley, seconded by Carey Walker, the Board approved the amended 

Agenda as presented.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion carried 

unanimously. 

 Former Ouachita Parish 4-H Area Extension Agent, Markaye Russell, introduced her 

replacement, Cathy Agan, to the Board.  Ms. Agan is the new 4-H representative for our school district.            

Ms. Russell did an outstanding job during her service to Ouachita Parish Schools and will be missed.   

 Superintendent Coker had no personnel matters to report! 

 Director of Child Nutrition JoLynne Correro, requested permission from the Board to amend the 

Minutes of May 23 and June 27, 2017 to reflect the correction of the FS bid numbers that were 

incorrectly entered when approved.  Whereby, Carey Walker moved, seconded by John Russell that the 

Board grant Mrs. Correro permission to change the FS bids in the Minutes as follows: 

Corrections:             TO             FROM 

             June 27, 2017   Fresh Produce & Eggs:  [Bid No. FS #6-18]             [Bid No. FS#8-18] 
             May 23, 2017 Small Equipment:            [Bid No.  FS#8-18]              [Bid No. FS#6-18]  
  
 Following a brief moment for public comment offered by President Hicks, motion carried 
unanimously.   
 Finance Committee Chairman Todd Guice presented the Financial Committee meeting Minutes 
of July 12, 2017 approved in the August 15, 2017 Financial Committee meeting.  They will be presented 
to the Board for consideration later in this meeting.  He also reported on the Finance Committee 
meeting held August 15, 2017 where the following items were discussed:  1. Cash Investment Report as 
of June 30, 2017 was presented and discussed with Sharon Bennett expanding on the General Fund 
Account;  2.  The committee was asked to consider the 2017-18 Annual Operating Budget as presented 



by Business Director Juanita Duke in addition to No. 3.  The Sales Tax Funds report;  4.  The Instructional 
Fund Allotment increase to be considered and presented by Business Director, Juanita Duke; and 5.  
High School Director, Mickey Merritt presented information for considering a stipend increase for high 
school head soccer coaches.  Other items were also to be considered:  1. Comments by Committee 
Members and 2.  Chairperson Remarks.  Mr. Guice announced that the next Finance Committee meeting 
date will be November 14, 2017 and there will be a Public Hearing posting of the 2017-18 Annual 
Operating Budget at 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 12, 2017 prior to the Board meeting at 6:00 p.m. of 
which was unanimously adopted and recommended by the committee as presented.  Mr. Guice 
cautioned everyone that, with the exception of 2 months (November 2016 and February 2017), there 
has been a decline across the board in district sales tax collections in Ouachita Parish.  If this trend 
continues on its current path, we could see a negative change of approximately $500,000 in our 14th 
check collections, which will impact our November check our employees receive.  Additionally, on its 
current projection, we could possibly see as much as a $300,000 decrease in the 13th check our 
employees receive in June.  

John Russell moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board adopt the Finance Committee 
Report as presented by Finance Committee Chairman Todd Guice.  President Hicks offered a moment for 
public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

On the recommendation of Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher, Greg Manley 
moved, seconded by John Russell, that the Board proceed with the purchase of a Transient Voltage 
Surge Suppresser (TVSS) (an exclusive surge protector for the stadium, press box and scoreboard) for the 
West Monroe High School stadium.  Before a vote, attorney Elmer Noah recommended that Mr. Slusher 
get three quotes and if a more expensive quote is selected, a reasonable explanation needs to be stated 
for the one selected and the reason the lower quote was not chosen.  Mr. Slusher stated that the quotes 
should not exceed $20,000, will be paid from the Westside Bonds and anticipates its installation by the 
weekend.  Superintendent Coker added that this process has created unnecessary confusion between 
the school administration, architect and contractor and should have gone through the central office 
administrators for a decision before coming before the Board for approval.  Whereby, Greg Manley 
moved, seconded by Carey Walker, to amend his original motion to include granting Mr. Slusher 
authority to select the quote of his choice stipulating that he follow attorney Elmer Noah’s advice 
concerning the purchase of the TVSS surge protector system that is not to exceed $20,000, paid with 
Westside Bond funds and installed within the electronic equipment at the West Monroe High School 
stadium.  Following an offer for public comment from President Hicks, motion carried unanimously. 

Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher announced that TBA had provided each 
Board member a project status report detailing the construction project for the George Welch parent 
drop off canopy.  The Board was brought up to date with information that the project was approved by 
the Fire Marshal before school started and is now in use.  The downspouts and gutters are yet to be 
installed along with a few other small items noted on the punch list.  Mr. Slusher complimented the 
workmanship of the structure and is pleased with its appearance.  He also reported that the canopies at 
Calhoun and Good Hope Middle Schools were still under construction.  They are installing the metal 
parts and expect to finish the project in a timely manner.  The rain continues to delay the parking lot 
projects at West Ouachita, especially the lower parking lot because of the massive amount of dirt work 
they are doing.  The drain installation is causing a lot of problems because of the rain, but Mr. Slusher 
anticipates they will finish in two to three weeks.  The upper parking lot is paved, striped and complete.  
Lights, sidewalks and curbing will also have to be installed.  According to Mr. Slusher, they are working 
as hard as they can to get finished, but are delayed by the rain. 



Reverend Russell acknowledged Mr. Cedric Hemphill who was in the audience and asked him to 
report on his east side projects.  Mr. Hemphill is an architect with Land 3 Architect, Inc., and is assigned 
to construction projects at Swayze, Robinson and Shady Grove.  Reverend Russell asked him to report on 
these three projects.  Mr. Hemphill said that Robinson and Shady Grove were finished but lacked a few 
more items on the punch list at Swayze to complete before he could declare it finished.  However, they 
are using the facility.  Mr. Hemphill talked with the contractor and he says that the school will be 
completely done within the next 7 days, at which time, will completely close these projects out at these 
three schools.  Mr. Slusher says the problem is with the contractor who will not come back and fix the 
handful of items left unfinished (tile in a closet and base board put down where they have laid tile 
down), but Mr. Slusher says he can’t get them back to do anything.  He reported that he is still holding 
their retainer until the job is finished. 

Upon the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, John Russell moved, seconded by 
Carey Walker, that the Board accept the following bids meeting specifications:  1. WMHS Stadium 
Technology [Bid No. 9-18] was recommended to be rejected and rebid because there were no 
responsive bids received.  2.  Accept bids in bold print for Musical Instruments [Bid No. 10-18] from 
Cascio, Washington Music and M & A.   3. Accept bid from Paxton Patterson providing a 3% discount for 
Ag Science Supplies [Bid No. 11-18]. 4. Accept bid from BSN considered responsive in providing variable 
discount levels for Athletic Supplies [Bid No. 12-18].  5. Reject the bid received for surplus equipment 
because bidder did not enter the correct information on the bid form [Bid No. 13-18].  President Hicks 
offered a brief moment for public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

Upon the recommendation of Child Nutrition Director Jolynne Correro, Carey Walker moved, 
seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board accept the following bids meeting specifications:  1. Small 
Cafeteria Equipment [Bid No. FS6-18] from Hotel Restaurant Supply, Jackson, MS in the amount of 
$47,482.06  and  2. Fresh Produce and Eggs [Bid No. FS8-18] from Robertson Produce, Monroe, LA in the 
amount of $1336.75 from 8/28/2017 – 9/30/2017.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public 
comment and motion carried unanimously. 

On the recommendation of Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher, Carey Walker 
moved, seconded by Jerry Hicks, that the Board grant permission to bid (1.) The Riser Drainage Project 
with a budgeted amount of $125,000.00 [Bid No. 14-18] to be paid with Westside Bonds as 
recommended.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion carried 
unanimously. 

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Greg Manley moved seconded by 
Jerry Hicks, that the Board grant permission to bid the following items:  (2.) Copy Paper @ 25.00/case, to 
be paid with General Funds [Bid No. 15-18]; (3.) Rebid WMHS Stadium Technology, to be paid with 
WMHS funds in the amount of $75,000.00 [Bid No. 17-18]; (4.) iReady (materials for Title I) to be paid 
with funds from Title I, with a budget of $188,500.00 [Bid No. RFP18-18]; (5.) Time-Keeping System (RFP) 
[Bid No. RFP19-18] parish-wide, with a budget of $285,000.00 and paid from General Funds (bid will be 
submitted in the form of a proposal).  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and 
motion carried unanimously. 

President Hicks announced the date of the next meeting is September 12, 2017 at 6:00 P.M. 

Dr. Coker reached out to Greg Manley and his family with prayers and condolences for the loss 
of his mother.  Dr. Coker invited everyone to attend the ribbon cutting ceremony this Thursday for the 



new East Ouachita Middle School at 9:30 for an opportunity to tour the facility.  He announced that we 
are a week into the school year already as he complimented Personnel Director Todd Guice on his 
placement of enough teachers in the classrooms at the new school making it a smooth transition at the 
beginning of the new school year.  Dr. Coker expressed his gratitude for a successful opening of the 
2017-18 school year, while commending the transportation department for the good job they did in 
managing to deliver all the children safely to school and home the first day without any incidences.   

There being no further business to discuss, Carey Walker moved, seconded by John Russell, that 
the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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