
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, April 25, 2017 at twelve 

(12:00) o’clock noon at their regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order as he welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Scott Robinson, 

Jerry R. Hicks, A. R. Sims, John Russell, Carey Walker and Greg Manley.  There were none absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Carey Walker. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Greg Manley. 

 On motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by A. R. Sims, the Board unanimously approved the 

Minutes of April 11, 2017 as written. 

 Upon motion by Scott Robinson, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, the Board amended the Agenda 

to add Item No. 2 (Sale of Surplus Equipment) under XI. Permission to Bid.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 Upon motion by Carey Walker, seconded by John Russell, the Board approved the amended 

Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 Upon the request of Superintendent Coker, Scott Robinson moved, seconded by Tommy 

Comeaux, that the Board allow Dr. Coker to open the following three positions for application through 

the interview process:   1. Principal of Ouachita Parish High; 2. Principal of Swartz Lower Elementary; 

and, 3. Title I Coordinator (12 Mo.).  The principal positions will be open due to the upcoming retirement 

of the current principals of those two schools.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public 

comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 Title I Supervisor Cynthia Osborne presented 10 policies released for the Board’s consideration, 

along with names of the directors that have reviewed them.  Mrs. Osborne noted that the GBA Policy:  

Contracts and Compensation will need some language revisions before approval and the revised policy, 

with the changes, will be mailed to the Board this week.  The 10 policies will be presented for approval 

at the next Board meeting. 

 In his construction/renovation report, Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher 

announced that all of the West Monroe High School projects have been completed.  The Edgewood gym 

needs only to complete the punch list items and clean up.  The Sterlington High School training room is 

near completion except for some punch list items to be done and covered walkways to be finished. It 

was noted that some walkways leaked badly after completion and they are redoing the job.  The Board 

followed with much discussion regarding the punch list items to be completed.  A bid opening occurred 

this morning on the George Welch parent pickup/drop-off project and the Board will be asked to act on 

it at another time.  On May 9 there will be a bid opening on the covered pavilions at Good Hope and 

Calhoun Middle.  Architect Rice Gregory, assigned to the new East Ouachita Parish Middle School 

project, summarized work ongoing at the school and answered questions of the Board regarding the 

punch list items to be completed.  Mr. Gregory thinks the project should be completed within two 

weeks, closer to the target date of June 1, 2017.   



 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Scott Robinson moved, seconded by 

John Russell, that the Board accept the bid from Robertson Produce for Pre-Packaged Fresh Fruits and 

Vegetables [Bid No. FS16-17] funded through Food Service Funds.  President Hicks offered a moment for 

public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 Upon the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, the Board tabled the bid for 

Uniforms/Weight Equipment [Bid No. 24-17] for East Ouachita Middle School. 

 On the recommendation of Special Projects/Safety Coordinator Kenneth Slusher, Tommy 

Comeaux moved, seconded by Scott Robinson, that the Board accept the low bid of $138,800.00 from   

D&L of Ouachita [Bid No. 28-17] for constructing a Parent Drop-Off Canopy at George Welch 

Elementary.  Following President Hick’s offer for public comment, motion carried unanimously. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded 

by Greg Manley, that the Board accept the bid from Robertson Produce for Fresh Produce & Eggs [Bid 

No. 29-17] funded through Food Service Funds.  President Hicks offered a moment for public comment 

and motion carried unanimously. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Carey Walker moved, seconded by 

Greg Manley, that the Board grant permission to bid Musical Instruments [Bid No. 32-17] of which 

$50,000 will be funded with East Side Bonds and $12,000 will be funded with Westside Sales Tax funds 

and further granted permission to bid the Sale of Surplus Equipment [Bid No. 33-17].  President Hicks 

offered a moment for public comment and motion carried unanimously. 

 President Hicks announced that the next two meetings will be held Tuesday, May 9 and Tuesday 

May 23, 2017, both at 12:00 noon. 

 Dr. Coker announced that the Student Talented Art Exhibition Reception will be held May 4, 

2017 from 4:00 – 7:00 PM. at the Student Support Services building, 800 Claiborne Street in West 

Monroe. He encouraged everyone to come see the amazing talent we have in our district.  

Superintendent Coker also invited everyone to come celebrate the retirement of Mrs. Maxine Klick on 

May 19th at the Central Office from 1:30 – 3:30.  Mrs. Klick spent 45 years serving the Ouachita Parish 

School System with dedication, pride and loyalty and deserves this honor.  In closing, Dr. Coker 

reminded the Board of the graduation ceremonies coming up the week of May 8 – 12, 2017. 

 There being no further business to discuss, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Carey Walker, that 

the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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