
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in a “Special Called” meeting on Thursday, April 18, 2019 

at ten (10:00) o’clock a.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office for the 

purpose of declaring a public emergency for the abatement of Boley Elementary School that was totally 

destroyed by fire on April 13, 2019. 

 The meeting was called to order by President Hicks as he welcomed visitors and guests to the 

meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere May, 

Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, Dabo Graves and Greg Manley.  Rev. John Russell was absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Dabo Graves. 

 The Invocation was given by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones. 

 On motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by Greg Manley, the Board approved the Agenda as 

printed.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 On motion by Scotty Waggoner, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, the Board approved the change 

of wording on the original Agenda under VI. Business Item No. 1. as follows:  FROM: 1. “Abatement of 

Boley Elementary School TO: 1. “Declare a Public Emergency for the Abatement of Boley Elementary 

School”.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 On motion by Shere May, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, the Board accepted the change on the 

Agenda as presented.  Motion unanimously carried. 

 Before Dr. Coker read the Resolution to be considered for the removal of Boley Elementary 

School totally destroyed by fire on April 13, 2019, he explained the reasons the Board is required to 

declare this emergency before its removal. In order to go in and perform the removal of the fire 

damaged school, it is necessary to produce a resolution to certify existence of a public emergency and to 

provide notice of such emergency as required by Louisiana R.S. 38:2212P(1)(a).  This statute provides 

that advertisements for public bids shall not apply in public emergencies, which is a time-saving 

mechanism for the quick removal of a public hazard.  Dr. Coker commented that every precaution is 

being taken to secure the site until the abatement is completed.  All costs for remediation and security 

are covered by insurance after the deductible is met.  A 6’ fence is being erected around the site and 

West Monroe police officers are being hired to keep people off the site 24 hours a day until it is cleaned 

up.    

 Following Dr. Coker’s reading of the Resolution, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by        

Shere May, that the Board adopt the Resolution certifying the existence of a public emergency and 

providing notice of such emergency as required by Louisiana R.S. 38:2212 P(1)(a) and that the Ouachita 

Parish School Board legally convened in a meeting certifying that a public emergency exists because of 

the possible exposure to the public of asbestos in a hazardous state at the school site and in building 

remains which requires immediate action for its removal and to purchase materials or supplies, and 

engage contractors to perform public works without the necessity of complying with the formalities of 



Louisiana R.S. 38:2211, et seq., to 38:2212, et seq., for the purposes securing the site, testing, 

containment, debris removal, demolition and disposal, all in accordance with state and federal laws and 

other regulatory authorities in order to protect the safety of the public, its employees and contractors. 

Upon conclusion of Dr. Coker’s reading and explanation of the Resolution, President Hicks offered a brief 

moment for public comment and the following roll call votes were recorded: 

Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; John Russell, absent; 

Dabo Graves, yes and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried, with six (6) “yes” votes, no (0) “no” votes and 

one (1) absence (John Russell was absent).    

Thus, this Resolution was declared adopted on this 18th day of April, 2019. 

 There being no further business to discuss, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Greg Manley, 

that the meeting adjourn.  The motion unanimously carried. 
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