
 A public hearing was held at eleven (11:00) a.m. on Thursday, September 12, 2019, prior to the 

regular Board meeting at twelve (12:00) o’clock noon providing the public an opportunity to review and 

inspect the 2019-2020 Proposed Annual Operating Budget of the Ouachita Parish School Board for the 

fiscal Period July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 before its adoption by the Board as required by state law.  A 

notice of the public hearing was prepared and advertised in the Ouachita Citizen on August 29, 2019 

inviting public inspection of the proposed budget and made available to the public at the OPSB central 

office.  Following public inspection of the 2019-20 Proposed Annual Operating Budget, the Ouachita 

Parish School Board met in regular session at twelve (12:00) o’clock noon, Thursday, September 12, 

2019, at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office, to conduct the business of 

the Board. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere May, 

Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks and Dabo Graves.  Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

 Board member Shere May led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Tommy Comeaux. 

 On motion by Scotty Waggoner, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, the Board unanimously 

approved the Minutes of August 13, 2019 as written.  Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

 Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board amend the Agenda to include 

Item No. 8 under IX. Business as follows: (8.)  Discuss approval of Parking Lot Addition at George Welch 

Elem. (Ken Slusher).  Following an offer for public comment by President Hicks, motion carried 

unanimously.  Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

 Shere May moved, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board approve the amended Agenda 

as presented.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion unanimously 

carried. 

 After noticing Item No. 4 under Permission to Bid was omitted from Mr. Comeaux’s motion, 

Dabo Graves moved, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board add Item No. 4 under XI. Permission 

to Bid to the Agenda as follows:  (4.)  Copy Paper [Bid No. 34-20] to be included for consideration.  Public 

comment was offered by President Hicks and motion carried unanimously.  Rev. Russell and Greg 

Manley were absent. 

 No Personnel Report was received from Dr. Coker. 

 Dr. Coker stated that he is very proud to recognize the next two employees for their heroic acts 

last month in saving the lives of two people.  Sonja Bamburg, a nurse at Central Elementary School, took 

quick action when an 8-year-old student, Nate Wallace was stung by several yellow jackets while on the 

playground.  When Nate was brought into the office, Mrs. Bamburg realized he was in trouble when she 

noticed him reacting to the sting.  She immediately administered 2 doses of medicine using an epi-pin 

she happened to have with her along with a Benadryl tablet, ultimately saving his life.  In another 

incident, while at football practice, Ouachita High School assistant coach, Randy Douglas’ heart stopped 



and he collapsed to the ground, apparently dead.  When athletic trainer Phillip Shaw witnessed what 

had just happened, he acted immediately to resuscitate him administering 2 shocks to his heart with a 

defibrillator in combination with CPR and was successful in bringing him back to life.  Nurse Bamburg 

and trainer Shaw were each recognized with a certificate commending their heroic service and role in 

saving a life.   

 Dr. Coker introduced District #35 candidate for State Senate, Matt Parker, seated in the 

audience and welcomed him to the meeting.  Also acknowledged for her loyalty on her birthday was 

Mrs. Viola Duncan who is a regular guest that never misses our Board meetings and was surprised with a 

Happy Birthday wish from our Board members and Dr. Coker. 

 Title I Supervisor Cynthia Osborne presented a policy GAE:  Complaints and Grievances to the 

Board for their review and consideration at the next Board meeting. 

 Finance Committee Chairman Todd Guice provided copies of the Finance Committee Report 

regarding the meeting of August 29, 2019, the Agenda for that meeting and the approved Minutes of 

the July 11, 2019 Finance Committee meeting as well.  Mr. Guice highlighted the following two actions 

and Agenda items from the August 29, 2019 Finance Committee meeting with their recommendations, 

some of which will be reported to the Board for action during this meeting:  (1. The Committee received 

the June 30, 2019 Cash and Investments Report from General Fund Accountant Sharon Bennett.  (2. The 

Committee unanimously voted to recommend to the Ouachita Parish School Board the 2019-2020 

Annual Operating Budget as presented by the Director of Business Regina Mekus.  In conclusion,         

Mr. Guice  announced that the next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held Wednesday, 

November 20, 2019 at 9:00 A.M. at TBA Studio and Shere May moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that 

the Board approve the August 29, 2019 Finance Committee Report as presented.  Following an offer by 

President Hicks for public discussion, motion unanimously carried by all members present.  Rev. Russell 

and Greg Manley were absent. 

 Business Director Regina Mekus presented the monthly 2018-19 Interim Financial Report for the 

Period ended July 31, 2019.  The Board was provided copies of the report representing all funds of the 

School Board and the total budgeted revenues and expenditures all through the year comparing to their 

actual performance through the end of July 31, 2019.  Brief highlights reported were as follows: 

Report Summary – In the month of July our sales tax collections recovered that had decreased at 

the end of the prior year.  Other than that, we are working towards getting the school-year up 

and started at the first of July.  At the first month of the year there is not a lot of activity going 

on as far as payments are concerned.  We are on track with the activity in the current budget 

that the Board is considering. 

 On motion by Scotty Waggoner, seconded by Dabo Graves, the Board approved the 2019-20 

Interim Financial Report for the Period ended July 31, 2019 as presented.  Following an offer by 

President Hicks for public discussion, motion carried unanimously by all members present.  Rev. Russell 

and Greg Manley were absent. 



 Before presenting the 2019-2020 Annual Operating Budget to the Board for approval, Business 

Director Regina Mekus announced that the Finance Committee unanimously approved the Budget for 

the recommendations as presented.    

 Business Director Regina Mekus provided the Board with a copy of the Ouachita Parish School 

Board 2019–2020 Annual Operating Budget for the fiscal period July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 for 

consideration.  A summary of the financial performance of the Board for this fiscal year was mailed to 

members of the Board by Ms. Mekus for review before today’s meeting, the necessary advertisements 

have been made in the official journal and the public hearing on the budget was held at 11:00 a.m. 

immediately preceding this meeting.  Ms. Mekus informed the Board and those in attendance that the 

public had an opportunity to review and inspect the 2019–2020 Annual Operating budget prior to the 

public hearing and the requirements for presenting the budget to the Board for adoption have been 

met.   

 Ms. Mekus recommended a resolution adopting the annual operating budget which sets forth 

the revenues, expenditures, fund balances, and designation and the implementation thereof, for the 

General Fund, Special Revenue, and Debt Service Funds of the Ouachita Parish School Board for the 

fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020 summarized as follows: 

General Fund is projecting a balanced budget for the year.  We have a small surplus of about 

$167,000 for the year, which basically is break-even for a budget our size.  As we look into the upcoming 

year, the state has distributed pay raises in the MFP so that increases our MFP revenue and are looking 

at a 5% increase in health insurance premiums beginning in January 2020.  So that is a consideration to 

the budget in that we have quite a large increase in property liability insurance which adds about 

$300,000 into the budget this year over the previous year.  Teacher Retirement is decreasing their 

contribution rate and Louisiana School Employees is increasing their contribution rate; so, we come out 

a little bit better while Louisiana School Employees’ rate is going up higher.  Since there are fewer 

employees in the district on that retirement system, we get a larger savings from this decrease in 

Teachers Retirement.  Overall it is a pretty standard budget because there are not a lot of extraordinary 

items on there, other than those that were previously mentioned that are coming up this year.   There is 

also a textbook adoption in the budget for the current year partly funded through General Fund and 

another portion covered with EEF monies, which is a state grant that has already been approved by the 

committee approving the grant’s budget.   

Ms. Mekus concluded her budget summary and Tommy Comeaux motioned, seconded by Scotty 

Waggoner, that the Board adopt the Resolution approving the 2019 – 2020 Ouachita Parish School 

Board Annual Operating Budget for the Fiscal Period July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 as presented.  

President Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion carried by all members present.  

Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

 On the recommendation of Child Nutrition Program Director Jo Lynne Correro, Scotty Waggoner 

moved, seconded by Sherri May, that the Board grant her permission to reject the bid for Large 

Equipment-Gas Boilerless Steamers [Bid No. FS7-A] (with a budget of $128,000, funded by CN Equip 

Reserve) and rebid as she made an error in writing down the item number in the original spec and when 

the bid comes in on the 17th award it to the lowest bidder and bring the final results to the next Board 



meeting.  Motion carried by all members present following an offer for public comment by President 

Hicks.  Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

 On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher, Dabo Graves 

motioned, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board approve Change Order Number: 004 for the 

sum of $35,037.03 to remove and replace approximately 1,415 cubic yards of unsuitable soils at the new 

West Monroe Central Office renovation site.  After President Hicks offered a brief moment for public 

discussion, motion unanimously carried by all members present.  Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were 

absent. 

 On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher, Tommy 

Comeaux moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board accept the low bid of $122,500 from Amethyst 

Construction, Inc. for the new parking lot addition at George Welch Elementary School.  Motion carried 

unanimously by all members present after President Hicks offered a moment for public comment.  Rev. 

Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher presented the Board with a copy of the OPSB 

Project Status Report prepared by TBA, Tim Brandon Architects, giving the Board a progress review of the 

renovation projects currently being performed at the new central office complex.  Mr. Slusher continued 

his report stating that Woodlawn’s roof replacement project is 95% complete, while Central’s is 80% 

complete with no leaks reported after the last rain. 

On the recommendation of Jo Lynne Correro, Director of Child Nutrition Program, Scotty 

Waggoner moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board accept the bid of $438,275.75 from 

Robertson Produce of Monroe, LA for Fresh Produce and Eggs with a budget of $600,000 and paid with 

Child Nutrition funds– Bid Period August 14, 2019 to June 30, 2020 [Bid No. FS6-20].  Motion carried 

unanimously by all members present following an offer by President Hicks for public discussion.  Rev. 

Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

On the recommendation of Jo Lynne Correro, Director of Child Nutrition Program, Shere May, 

seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board accept the low bids meeting specs for large cafeteria 

equipment from Associated Food Service Equipment (Alexandria, LA) for $109,066 and Hotel and 

Restaurant Supply (Jackson, MS) for $35,434 with a budget of $200,000 and paid with Child Nutrition 

funds [Bid No. FS7-20] and reject the bid [Bid No. FS7-A] for Item #4 (Large Equip—Gas Boilerless Steamer) 

and rebid because bid specification was defective.  Motion carried unanimously by all members present 

following an offer for public comment from President Hicks.  Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

On the recommendation of Jo Lynne Correro, Director of Child Nutrition Program, Dabo Graves 

moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board accept the low bids meeting specs for small cafeteria 

equipment from Associated Food Service Equipment (Lafayette, LA) for $5,668.36 and Bucklew’s (Baton 

Rouge, LA) for $28,166.03 with a budget of $50,000 and paid with Child Nutrition funds [Bid No. FS8-20].  

Motion carried unanimously by all members present following an offer for public comment from 

President Hicks.  Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded 

by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board accept the bids meeting specs for Office Supplies funded from all 



fund sources [Bid No. 26-20].  Mr. Jones did not receive any responsive bids on Bid Item No. 1 and 

requested that the Board reject the bids for Item No. 1 and accept the bids on Bid Item No. 2 which is 

from Office Pal in that prices on the cartridges are listed on there and are low on all the items.   Motion 

carried unanimously by all members present following an offer for public comment from President Hicks.  

Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were absent. 

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Scotty Waggoner motioned, 

seconded by Shere May, that the Board grant permission to bid the following four items:  (1. Large 

Equip—Gas Boilerless Steamer [Bid No. FS7-A] with a budget of $128,000 and funded by CN Equip Reserve 

(Ms. Correro has received prior permission from the Board to accept the bid and award it to the lowest 

bidder due to time restraints); (2. Ag Science Supplies funded through Perkins/GF [Bid No. 32-20]; (3. Ink 

Cartridges using all funds [Bid No. 33-20]; and (4. Copy Paper using all funds [Bid No. 34-20].  Motion 

carried unanimously by all members present following an offer for public comment from President Hicks.  

Rev. Russell and Greg Manley were absent.   

President Hicks announced that our next Board meeting will be on October 8th at 12:00 noon. 

President Hicks extended an invitation to Board members and the public to attend the Annual 

Adopt-A-School Task Force Fall Meet & Greet event presented by Daily Press Tuesday, September 24th at 

9:00 a.m. at the West Monroe Community Center on 400 South 5th Street, West Monroe. 

Dr. Coker acknowledged the death of Mr. A. R. “Red” Sims, who served as a member of the 

Ouachita Parish School Board from 1986 – 2018 (33 yrs.).  Mr. Sims was known for his love of children and 

was passionate about their education and wellbeing.  Throughout his service as a Board member, people 

often referred to him as the voice for children in his district.  He worked tirelessly to make life better for 

every child.  Dr. Coker asked everyone to keep his son, Ronnie and his wife, Ida Faye, in their prayers.  He 

lived 99 years and will never be forgotten. 

There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Comeaux moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that 

the meeting adjourn.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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