
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in a “Special Called Emergency Meeting” on 
Monday, August 31, 2020 at ten (10:00) o’clock a.m. for the purpose of addressing an extreme 
public emergency brought about by Hurricane Laura causing severe damage to multiple schools 
and Ouachita Parish School System locations.   

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the 
meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere 
May, Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves and Greg Manley.  There 
were none absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board Member Tommy 
Comeaux.   

 The Invocation was given by Vice President Manley. 

 No Minutes were presented for approval. 

 On motion by Harold McCoy, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, the Board approved the 
amended Agenda to add two additional changes under IX. Business as follows:  1.  Waiver of 24 
hour notice requirement due to public emergency and 2. Declaration of Extreme Public 
Emergency adopting a Resolution to provide notice of such emergency.  Motion unanimously 
carried by all members present.   

 Greg Manley moved, seconded by Dabo Graves that the Board approve the amended 
Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 No Personnel Report was presented. 

 Board attorney Elmer Noah explained that due to the extreme emergency caused by 
severe weather produced by Hurricane Laura across Ouachita Parish occurring on August 27, 
2020, a Declaration of Extreme Public Emergency adopting a Resolution announcing such an 
emergency as required by R.S. 38:2212P had to be implemented so that a public meeting could 
be called in order to address severe damage to multiple schools and other locations within our 
district.  Mr. Noah announced that the public notice regarding the emergency meeting of the 
Ouachita Parish School System that was called on Monday, August 31, 2020 at 10:00 AM at the 
Central Office was posted on Saturday morning; thereby, waiving the 24 hour requirement to 
notify the public of the meeting.  Whereby, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Harold McCoy, 
that the Board accept the recommendation of Mr. Noah to waive the 24 hour requirement to 
notify the public of the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 



 The resolution certifying the existence of a public emergency was read aloud by 
Superintendent Coker and Greg Manley moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board 
approve the Declaration of Extreme Public Emergency Resolution providing notice of such 
emergency as required by R.S. 38:2212P regarding Hurricane/Tropical Storm Laura across 
Ouachita Parish occurring on August 27, 2020 that produced an atmosphere of high winds and 
rain directly hitting Ouachita Parish at approximately 9:30 AM causing damage to roofs, 
structures (permanent/portable), equipment, etc. as presented.   

The following roll-call vote on Mr. Manley’s motion was recorded:   Tommy Comeaux, 
yes; Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; Harold McCoy, yes; Dabo Graves, 
yes and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried with seven (7) “yes” votes, “0” “no” votes and “no” 
absences. 

At this time Dr. Coker provided each Board member with information on the condition 
of every school in the district, whether they have power or not and how they were affected by 
the storm.  He also gave a detailed analysis of how every administrator, director, principal and 
their staff should check the needs of their schools in making sure they have enough employees 
to staff their schools in preparation for school opening.  Dr. Coker announced that those 
students will be excused that are unable to get to school due to power outages, downed trees 
or powerlines and is afraid that if we don’t move forward, days will have to be added to the 
school calendar.  In conclusion, Dr. Coker spoke to damages sustained at Ouachita Junior High, 
Riser Middle, Sterlington Middle and part of the Central Office roof.  These schools and the 
Central Office are in line for repair and he is confident our system will qualify for FEMA 
reimbursement of 75% of losses. 

Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 12:00 PM.  

There being no further business to discuss, Harold McCoy moved, seconded by Greg 
Manley, that the meeting adjourn.  Motion unanimously carried by all members present. 
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