
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, August 13, 2019 at six 

(6:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office.   

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere May, 

Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, Dabo Graves and Greg Manley.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

 Board member Dabo Graves led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 

 The Board was led in prayer by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones. 

 On motion by Scotty Waggoner, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, the Board unanimously 

approved the Minutes of July 23, 2019 as presented.   

 Shere May moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board amend the Agenda to include the 

following items:  IX.  Business – (6.) Discuss Parking Lot Addition at George Welch Elementary by Bobby 

Jones; X. Evaluation of Bids— add (2.)  Fresh Produce and Eggs [Bid No. FS6-20]; (3.) Large Cafeteria 

Equipment [Bid No. FS7-20]; (4.) Small Cafeteria Equipment [FS8-20]; and XI. Permission to Bid – delete 

item No. (4.) Parking Lot Addition at George Welch Elementary [Bid No. 30-20] and – add item No. (5.) 

Window Coverings at New Central Office Complex [Bid No. 31-20].  Motion unanimously carried by all 

members present following President Hicks’ offer for public comment.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

 Tommy Comeaux motioned, seconded by Shere May, that the Board approve the amended 

Agenda as presented.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

 Superintendent Coker announced his appointment of Shara Wade to the position of Assistant 

Principal of Riverbend Elementary School (10 month position).  She will start her new position on   

August 14, 2019.    

 On the recommendation of Title I Supervisor Cynthia Osborne, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board approve the following two policies that have been 

reviewed and approved in advance by district personnel, Board attorney Elmer Noah and the Board’s 

policy provider, Forethought Consultants, Inc.:  (1 Policy: JGCB (Immunizations) and (2) Policy: KG 

(Visitors to the Schools) as presented by Mrs. Osborne.  The Policy FDC (Naming of Facilities) has been 

tabled at this time.  Following an offer for public comment by President Hicks, motion carried 

unanimously by all members present.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

 Business Director Regina Mekus presented the monthly 2018-19 Interim Financial Report for the 

Period ended June 30, 2019, which is the end of our fiscal year.  We are primarily closed at this point, 

but adjustments are still being made between now and the final audit report as the funds are closed out. 

The Board was provided copies of the report representing all funds of the School Board and the total 

budgeted revenues and expenditures all through the year comparing to their actual performance 

through the end of June 30, 2019.  Brief highlights reported were as follows: 



General Fund – Revenues and Expenditures are now at 99% of our current year budget, which 

means we are right on target for the fund balance for the current year at 105% of the estimated 

budget adopted earlier in the year.   

East Ouachita Bonds – with current expenditures and encumbrances has a balance of about 

$175,000. 

In conclusion, Ms. Mekus offered to answer questions from the Board, stating that she would 

make herself available later if they had anything to discuss regarding her Financial Report.  Whereby, 

Scotty Waggoner moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board accept the 2018-19 Interim Financial 

Report for the Period ended June 30, 2019 as presented by Business Director Regina Mekus.  Following 

an offer for public discussion, motion carried by all members present.  Absent:  Rev. John Russell. 

Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board consider purchasing a house 

and property located on 517 Travis Street in West Monroe with an appraised value of $84,000, at a 

purchase price of $74,000 and funded with Westside Sales Tax.  Following discussion by the Board, 

President Hicks offered public discussion and motion unanimously carried by all members present.  

Absent – Rev.   Rev. John Russell. 

Attorney Elmer Noah explained that the Act of Exchange he is presenting for consideration this 

evening is the actual property exchange agreement between the School Board and the City of West 

Monroe involving the West Monroe High School girls’ softball field and the Tim Tippitt (OMCAP Facility) 

properties.  For the record, this transaction is to formally approve the Act of Exchange and includes a 

separate resolution to go with the Act of Exchange, authorizing President Hicks to execute the document 

on behalf of the School Board.   These two documents pursue the formal exchange of property (owned 

by the City of West Monroe upon which West Monroe High School Girls’ softball field is located and the 

Tim Tippitt property owned by the Ouachita Parish School Board which is located near Riverbend 

Elementary School) and their transaction agreement that transpired from the last School Board meeting 

held on July 23, 2019.  Whereby, Shere May motioned, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board 

approve the “Resolution of the Ouachita Parish School Board” and “Act of Exchange” between the City 

of West Monroe and the Ouachita Parish School Board regarding the exchange of these two properties 

as presented by Attorney Elmer Noah and further moved to authorize President Hicks to execute the 

exchange of these two properties with proper parties.  Following an offer by President Hicks for public 

discussion, motion unanimously carried by all members present.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Shere May moved, seconded by 

Scotty Waggoner, that the Board grant permission to remove the old wooden storage building currently 

on the Drew Elementary School site and replace it with a new permanent storage building (20’ X 30’) on 

a slab with a lean-to attached (used for lawn equipment storage) at an estimated cost submitted by 

Eason Portable Buildings of $7,200 plus an additional cost of installing a fire alarm system that connects 

it to the main school building because it is located within 30 feet of the school, with the project to be 

paid from West Ouachita Sales Tax funds.  President Hicks offered a brief moment for public discussion 

and motion unanimously carried by all members present.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 



Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones presented a Public Works Project estimate to the Board for their 

consideration concerning the construction of a new asphalt parking lot addition at George Welch 

Elementary School and Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, to grant Mr. Jones 

permission to construct a new parking lot addition as a Public Works Project at George Welch 

Elementary with an estimated cost of $140,602.80 in addition to a 10% contingency and funded with 

West Ouachita Sales Tax monies.  Following an offer for public comment, motion carried unanimously by 

all members present.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

Due to the absence of the Supervisor of Safety/Construction Ken Slusher, Dr. Coker gave the 

following report on the ongoing construction/renovation projects in the district.  The abatement is 

complete on Boley’s burned site and we are still working with the insurance company as to what the 

Board will recover from the claim in replacement value, as far as rebuilding. Also, in the process of 

working with the insurance company, we will be meeting with Mr. Brandon and his crew because they 

are a big part of the rebuilding procedure.  At this point we are not sure whether the legal upgrade will 

be included in the new plan, which will add more cost if it is.  The temporary Boley school site is ready to 

receive students tomorrow.  Mrs. Bates and her staff have worked hard getting their classrooms ready 

for school opening.  Mrs. Bates believes her enrollment will be up approximately 20 additional students, 

but does not have the final count at this time. The roof replacements are complete at West Monroe 

High and Woodlawn Elementary/Middle except for the metal part at Woodlawn Elementary where it 

meets with the Multi-Purpose roofing area.  All others are complete and anticipate that portion being 

completed within the next week or so.  Roofing is about 40% complete at Central Elementary School.  

Dr. Coker estimates that the new Central Office Complex is about 65%-70% complete at this time.  After 

their meeting this past week, the workers are currently in the front of the building which will house the 

Central Office staff and Instructional Team. We are anticipating the end of September for the 

completion of the Central Office/Instructional Team part of the building but NOT the Media Center/IT 

part upstairs.  Plans are to move departments in two phases:  First movement being the Central Office 

and Instructional Team and the second being (maybe a month later) the Media Center and IT 

departments.  The West Ouachita High School’s football field was completed in time to host our Back to 

School Leadership rally which was absolutely beautiful.  The practice football field at WMHS currently 

has the topping of gravel on it and they are waiting for the initial part of it to be completed.  T-Buildings 

are in, Smart Boards are up and classes are ready at Sterlington Middle School. After meeting with                 

Mrs. Bumgart, it was decided that one more area section of awning needed to be added.  It will start 

from the main building right at her office expanding across to the gym over a walkway which will 

complete our efforts in getting ready for the start of school.    

    After concluding his construction/renovation projects report, Dr. Coker discussed the internet 

crisis we have been dealing with the last couple of weeks.  He emphasized the fact that we were never 

hacked nor experienced Ransomware (a computer term).  It has been an ordeal to say the least.  

However, our IT people started following directives from the State recently that became an extended 

project. He praised Ken Monroe and his staff for their service in working 20 hours this past weekend just 

so our teachers could have internet service Monday morning.  We are still working through some of the 

process and are pleased with the outcome of their efforts.  Ken Monroe assured the Board that our 



network is secure as possible with carbon-black (anti-virus) protection.  Even though we were down on 

the internet for a week, it was only because we were following State cyber team’s recommendation.  So, 

with only 9 people on his tech support team going through about 11,000 computers in a week, everyone 

was back on line the following Monday in time for school startup.  Ken Monroe issued Kudos to the tech 

support guys and everyone else in his department for a superb job in getting our system up and running 

again. 

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux motioned, 

seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board accept the low responsive bids in BOLD PRINT for Items 1, 

2, 4, 5, 6, & 7, except award Item No. 3 to Interstate Cascio [Bid No. 23-20] for Musical Instruments, paid 

with School Band Accounts, from various budgets.  Motion unanimously carried by all members present 

following an offer by President Hicks for public comment.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

In the absence of the Director of Child Nutrition Program Jo Lynne Correro, Purchasing Agent 

Bobby Jones presented Ms. Correro’s recommendation for consideration for the following bid items 

meeting specifications: Fresh Produce and Eggs, Large Cafeteria Equipment and Small Cafeteria 

Equipment.  Whereby, Scotty Waggoner moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board accept 

the low responsive bid for $438,275.75 from Robertson Produce, Monroe, LA for Fresh Produce and 

Eggs for Bid Period August 14, 2019 – June 30, 2020 with a budget of $600,000 and paid with Child 

Nutrition funds [Bid No. FS6-20]; accept the bid for $109,066.00 from Associated Food Service 

Equipment and accept the bid of $35,434.00 from Hotel and Restaurant Supply for Large Cafeteria 

Equipment, with a combined budget of $200,000 and paid with Child Nutrition funds [Bid No. FS7-20]; 

and accept the bid for $5,668.36 from Associated Food Service Equipment and from Bucklew’s Baton 

Rouge for $28,166.03 for Small Cafeteria Equipment with a combined budget of $50,000 and paid with 

Child Nutrition funds [Bid No. FS8-20].  Since the Board was not provided written information from     

Ms. Correro concerning these bid awards during the meeting, Mr. Jones agreed to bring the bid award 

information back to the Board at their next meeting for their review once he receives it from                

Ms. Correro.  Following a brief moment for public discussion by President Hicks, motion unanimously 

carried by all members present.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Greg Manley moved, seconded by 

Dabo Graves, that the Board grant permission to bid the following four items:  1.  Drainage (WOHS) with 

a budget of $190,000 and paid with West Ouachita Sales Tax funds [Bid No. 27-20]; 2.  Drainage/Asphalt 

(WMHS) paid with West Ouachita Sales Tax funds [Bid No. 28-20]; 3.  Baseball Stadium Lights (WOHS) 

with a budget of $150,000 and paid with West Ouachita Sales Tax funds [Bid No. RFP29-20]; 4. Deleted 

[Bid No. 30-20] Parking Lot (George Welch) and 5.  Window coverings (New Central Office) [Bid No.      

31-20].  Following an offer for public comment, motion carried unanimously.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

President Hicks set the next meeting for Thursday, September 12, 2019 at 12:00 noon. 

Superintendent Coker announced that Reverend Russell is still in the hospital and continues his 

rehabilitation program for surgery.  Once his overall health improves, he will have his surgery.  The 

Board continues to pray for his speedy recovery.   



There being no further business to be brought before the Board, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Greg Manley, that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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