
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Thursday, July 9, 2020 at 

twelve (12:00) o’clock noon at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board 

office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the 

meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere 

May, Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves and Greg Manley. There 

were none absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Dabo Graves. 

 The Invocation was given by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones. 

 On motion by Shere May, seconded by Dabo Graves, the Board unanimously approved 

the Minutes of June 9, 2020 and June 16, 2020 as written.  Motion unanimously carried by all 

members present. 

 Greg Manley moved, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board amend the Agenda 

to add Item No. 11 under IX. Business (Discussion and Approval of the Purchase Buy/Sell 

Agreement regarding the proposed “new” Sterlington Middle School by Mr. Manley).  Motion 

unanimously carried by all members present. 

 On motion by Harold McCoy, seconded by Greg Manley, the Board approved the 

Agenda as amended.  Motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

 Dr. Coker presented the following administrative personnel appointments for 

consideration:  Veronicia Wood, Principal of George Welch Elementary (12 mo.), effective 

7/01/20; Alvin Fields, Acting Principal of Richwood High School (12 mo.) for 1st semester only, 

effective 7/13/20; Arkeia Thomas, Acting Assistant Principal of Richwood High School (10 mo.) 

for 1st semester only, effective 8/03/20 (filling the former position of Alvin Fields as he serves as 

Acting Principal) - (Current Principal, Dr. Loche, is on sick leave for 1st semester) - ; Pamela 

Jones, Acting Principal of Woodlawn Middle School (12 mo.) for 1st semester only, effective 

7/01/20; Michael Armand, Acting Assistant Principal of Woodlawn Middle School (10 mo.) for 

1st semester only, effective 8/03/20, temporarily replacing Pamela Jones, former Assistant 

Principal of Woodlawn Middle while she is serving as Acting Principal during (Current Principal, 

Charles Dykes’ sick leave); Robert (Bobby) Crockett, appointed New Assistant Principal of West 

Ouachita High School (11 mo.), effective 8/03/20; and Dr. Coker completed his administrative 

appointments announcing that Haley Holley was selected for the position of High School 



Assessment and Accountability Coordinator, in addition to  serving as the Coordinator of Social 

Studies for High Schools, and as a member of our instructional team.   

 Following Dr. Coker’s announcement of administrative appointments, he requested 

permission from the Board to open two positions for application left vacant by administrators 

appointed to serve in other administrative positions.  Whereby, Shere May moved, seconded by 

Scotty Waggoner, that the Board grant permission to Dr. Coker to open the following positions 

for application:   Assistant Principal position at George Welch Elementary that Veronicia Wood 

previously held and the Assistant Principal position at Ouachita High School that Haley Holley 

previously held.  Motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 Upon the recommendation of Title I Supervisor Cynthia Osborne, Shere May moved, seconded 

by Dabo Graves, that the Board approve the following four (4) policies that have been reviewed and 

approved in advance by district personnel, Board attorney Elmer Noah and the Board’s policy provider, 

Forethought Consultants, Inc.:  (1 Policy: EGACA (Employer Reporting under Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act) and (2 Policy: EBBD (Emergency Closing of Schools); (3 Policy: GBAA (Compensation 

Guidelines/Overtime); and (4 Policy: GBRIBC (Emergency Family and Medical And Emergency Paid Sick 

Leave (COVID-19 Pandemic) as presented.  Mrs. Osborne also presented:  Policy EBBI (Public Health 

Emergency) for the Board’s consideration and approval during their next meeting in August.  President 

Hicks offered a brief moment for public comment and motion unanimously carried by all members 

present. 

 Dr. Coker outlined the Back to School Phased Plans and Distance Learning Virtual School 

Option for the upcoming school year.  He announced that we are looking at Phase I, Phase II 

and Phase III re-entry into our schools as well as virtual instructional program option which is 

totally separate from the phase-in approach that is being talked about today.  He explained that 

this is a fluid plan, meaning that it very well could change depending on actions by the 

Governor, the Dept. of Health and Hospitals, and Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

members that are actually going to be voting and working next week to maybe send out more 

directives.  As the plan is prepared, it is with the understanding that it follows the guidance that 

has been given us from the State Department of Education, the Department of Health and 

Hospitals, and the Governor’s office.   At this time, Dr. Coker presented slides of our district’s 

back to school plans.  In order to get the input from our parents, a survey was sent out over a 

two week period regarding their preference.  Over the two-week period of the survey being 

out, we had a total of 8,371 responses and actually had these broken down by schools itself.  

The surveys were then sent to the schools to let the schools know how many of their parents 

answered the survey and their feelings throughout the process.  The first slide shown gave the 

grade level of how our responses came about.  For our lower elementary (Pre-K – 2nd Grade) we 

had a total of about 35% of the surveys reported back for a total of 2,926 people.  The upper 

elementary revealed a total of 2,598 parents who had children fall between those particular 



grade levels.  Our middle schools  (6th – 8th Grade) had 3,062 results from the survey for about 

36.6% and our high schools (9th – 12th Grade) submitted 3,530 surveys or about 42%.  The 

administrators involved in creating the survey with Dr. Coker were very pleased to see the 

number of surveys and their responses.   The results of the surveys were taken and broken 

down as simply as Dr. Coker could so he could tell his administrative staff and Board members 

what our parents are looking for and what the results showed.   The First Choice from our 

survey revealed that they would love our students to be back 100% Face to Face on Campus.   

Their Second Choice from our survey revealed that parents want their students to come back in 

some sort of form of rotating attendance if that is what we have to do.  Their least likely option 

for returning to school would be 100% Virtual Learning at Home.  Dr. Coker stated that we still 

have a group of parents that are not going to feel safe returning their kids to the classroom.  So 

later on we are going to be talking about the Ouachita Parish Schools Virtual Instructional 

Program which is a 100% Online Program that our teachers, administrators, principals and 

coordinators have put together as an option for some of those parents who may want to be 

looking into for their children.    

 As parents are sending their kids back to school, we can see that about 57.6% of our 

students certainly are returning.  Some with a little hesitation about the actual safety of things 

that would be concerning to them.  About (21.6%) are not sure yet and feel they need more 

information.   So, after today, Dr. Coker is going to be posting all of our Phase I, II & III options 

as well as our Virtual Learning Program on our Face Book and Website so that all of people can 

see what the plans are and can make an educated decision on how best they will be able to 

bring their kids back into our schools.  One can also look there to see the various options and 

what they offer. One group of parents (12.8%) wants to see how the opening of school 

progresses before they commit.  Until we know what phase we are in, we are not sure how it is 

going to progress.  Until the Governor has issued the various phase we will be operating within, 

we will not know how we are going to progress or when we can actually start school.  Dr. Coker 

assured the public that action is being taken in all our facilities, including schools, the central 

office and busses, using intense cleaning methods for the safety of our staff and students.  Our 

maintenance and custodial staff have already taken precautions for cleaning all facilities and 

buses.  Once we start transporting our children every day, buses will be cleaned before the 

children are picked up in the morning, in the afternoon and between drop-offs.  Classrooms will 

be cleaned daily and anything that is considered a high profile area, such as door knobs, 

desktops, things that student’s touch will be cleaned between the transitions of our students 

within the school.  School Food Service Director of Child Nutrition Program, Jo Lynne Correro, 

and her cafeteria managers will be working with the principals on maintaining a clean and safe 

environment for our students.  Every school has its own uniqueness and one size doesn’t fit all.  

Guidelines are available for principals and their leadership team to use while putting a plan 

together based on the guidelines provided them by the state department and the governor’s 



office.  Dr. Coker referred everyone to a list of steps to take when following procedures 

described for sanitizing surfaces and listing instructions that apply to frequent hand washing 

required in each phase (Phase I, II & III).  The three phases (Phase I, II & III) are identified with a 

list of procedures to follow within the state guidelines, as well as, the Ouachita Parish 

procedures for the protection and safety of our students, teachers, principals,  support 

employees and adults that come onto our campuses.  Dr. Coker asked that everyone please 

practice social distancing of 6 feet apart and wear their masks at all times.  Face coverings will 

be required throughout the day for third through twelfth grades and all adults on campus.  He 

encouraged parents to allow their children to start wearing their mask before school starts as a 

safety measure so they can prepare for use when in class.  He asked the parents to be aware of 

information coming from their schools.  They will be giving information regarding class 

schedules, school lunch programs, school supplies, busing schedules, and things schools 

normally need to start the new school year.  We will be posting everything we have on our 

website (opsb.net), as well as our Ouachita Parish Schools Face Book site, just to let everyone 

know this is the information we have available for you and be looking for it.   

 Dr. Coker presented and Overview for Ouachita Parish Virtual Instructional Program 

(VIP) that offers high quality, individualized education through approved digital platforms to 

students in P-K through 12th grade.  While engaged in online learning through VIP, students are 

expected to assume an increasing responsibility in their own learning.  

 Curtis Pate, Director of Curriculum Instruction for Ouachita Parish Schools, was invited 

by the Superintendent to come forward and explain the Virtual Instructional Program to the 

audience and the Board.  Before Mr. Pate began, Dr. Coker explained that if you hear Online 

Distance Education, it is referring to Phase I, II & III.  If you hear Virtual Instructional Program, it 

is referring to the 100% Online Option that is available and will be staffed and taught by 

teachers from Ouachita Parish.  It will be virtual, online every day because attendance will be 

checked.  Students will have their same teacher each day who will be reporting back to 

whatever school these students are zoned for.  So, it is possible in our VIP program that a 

student may be at Richwood Middle School, but a teacher that is designated from Sterlington 

Middle School may be teaching those students.  If we have 20 kids that elect to do virtual,      

Dr. Coker will have one teacher teaching those kids throughout the entire parish; but, the 

scores and the grades go to the zoned school where that child resides.  Mr. Pate and his task 

force created a Student Handbook for our Virtual (100% Online Model) Program that can be 

used by all schools.  Mr. Pate emphasized that their goal in preparing this handbook was 

intended for students to enroll in this program for one year.  If the parent sees that the 

program is not working for their child, they can schedule a conference with the principal and 

director after at least nine weeks in the program, and later decide what is best for that child 

and whether to send the child back into the school setting.  The change has to be approved by 



the principal and director if that happens.  Mr. Pate explained for clarification that this Virtual 

Instructional Program is an extension of the school.  He commented that these students are not 

enrolled in a virtual school, but in a virtual program, which is an extension of the school where 

that child would be zoned.  Mr. Pate concluded his explanation of the VIP program summarizing 

the expectations of the parents, the requirements of the students and listing some 

inappropriate behaviors with examples because one is dealing with different behaviors when 

they are dealing with a virtual program than with a student in the classroom.   Dr. Coker 

interjected that he is putting all of this information on the website today for registration 

purposes because we have to staff according to how many students are going to sign up for this 

VIP Program.  The registration will begin next Wednesday, July 15, 2020 and will go through July 

24, 2020 for any parents that want to enroll their student in the Virtual Instructional Program.  

When we know how many students we have in the program, then we know how many teachers 

we will need to staff it.  The system will be looking at teachers that are high-risk category of 

actually being able to return back to a face-to-face classroom, whereby, we will try and match 

some of those teachers that are able to do our Virtual Instructional Program.  We have in place, 

a teacher survey/staff survey right now to see where they are and to see where they fall.  We 

are currently working to get this information out.  Our parents will have 10 days to examine the 

plan, read everything in the handbook, in addition to all the information available to them and 

call schools, ask questions and call here at the central office where we will try to answer their 

questions.  We are using Ouachita Parish teachers to run this program and to have that virtual 

experience every day, which is a huge advantage for our parents.  Parents that commit to this 

VIP Program will have a mandatory parent orientation class to make sure that, they as parents 

students understand what “Google Classroom” and “Google Meets” mean to their students.    A 

Chromebook will be provided every child participating and a device will be furnished to them if 

they do not have connectivity (internet) in their home.   

 Student learning in VIP will be both synchronous (students are face-to-face with the 

teacher and other students via Google Meet) and asynchronous (students are working 

independently to preview material through videos or other digital resources, to complete 

assignments, to complete assessments, etc.).  The total time spent in both synchronous and 

asynchronous learning will be comparable to a face-to-face school day.  Student learning in the 

VIP will mirror the course and content standards for student learning n the face-to-face school 

setting.  VIP learning allows students to earn transferable credits, take recognized 

examinations, or advance to the next level of education. 

 Dr. Coker askes that our Parent Expectations should adhere to the guidelines in the VIP 

Parent Contract.  Parents are required to participate in conferences and class meetings with 

their students’ teachers.  Parents are expected to inform their students’ teachers of any 

changes to contact information.  Parents will attend a mandatory orientation prior to the 



student(s) being enrolled in VIP.  Orientation will help acclimate both the parents and students 

to learning platforms, virtual environments, procedures and expectations.  Elementary parents 

should understand students will need a Learning Coach (parent or designee), a person providing 

significant guidance and support to the child.  All students with Significant Disabilities (PK-12), 

participating in the unique curriculum will need a Learning Coach.  Discussing the Behavioral 

Expectations, Code of Conduct, and Acceptable Use Guidelines with your child(ren) is necessary 

to ensure that he/she is aware of the requirements set forth.  It is also important that he/she 

understands the consequences for those who CHOOSE not to adhere to the expectations. 

 Superintendent Coker discussed the emergency feeding program for Phase I, in case we 

go back to that.  If there is a second surge, he hopes it will be after October, November or 

December because we are anticipating our Chromebooks (6,600) to be delivered by December 

of this year.  The Director of Technology, Mr. Ken Monroe reported that we have 14,500 

Chromebooks in the District.  If the second surge occurs late in the year, we will be able to put a 

Chromebook in every student’s hand, as well as, every classroom teacher.  We are currently 

working on connectivity hot spots in all our high schools where parents can actually take their 

child into the school and upload their information on their Chromebook, then take it home to 

work on their classroom assignments.  If a 100% distance learning is used at home during the 

phases that is completely separate from the phases we are looking at, it is called Online 

Distance Education technology.  If a parent elects to go with the virtual program that is 

completely separate from what phases we are looking at, we will have teachers set up for that 

program.     

VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS: 

Ouachita Parish is required to monitor student attendance in accordance with all applicable 

statutes set forth by the State of Louisiana.  Part of the appropriate learning time will be 

synchronous (face-to-face with the teacher and other students via Google Meet).  Elementary – 

High School students must comply with the statutes for attendance.  Multiple unexcused 

absences will not be tolerated and consequences will be administered when applicable.  

Appropriate action will be taken.  In most cases, the student and parent will be required to 

confer with a zoned school administrator and/or the program coordinator.  Asynchronous 

attendance will be determined by completed assignments.  Truancy Laws also apply to Virtual 

School.  Participation in all state/district mandated testing is required for all VIP students.   

EXCUSED ABSENCES: 

Personal illness (with physician’s verification) is accepted.  (Note: Personal illness:  Although the 

absence will be counted as one of the allowed 5 days of absence a student will be allowed to 

make up any work missed or tests missed if the student submits a note signed by the parent or 



guardian explaining the absence.  A phone number or email where parents or guardians can be 

reached will be necessary.)  Death in the family (not to exceed one week).  Serious illness in the 

family (with documented verification).  Recognized religious holidays of the student’s own faith.  

Physician’s excuses must be scanned and submitted to the teacher within 48 hours.  Legal 

appointments are allowed. The student shall be given the opportunity to make up work.  No 

unexcused absences shall be accepted (see rules) where it is used. 

Tardies:  In the VIP, tardies refer to synchronous (face-to-face with the teacher and other 

students via Google Meet) session.  All rules will apply (see consequences in handbook). 

Students with Disabilities:  The Ouachita Parish School System (OPSS) will ensure the 

implementation and will follow the requirements of Section 504 and IDEA.  The OPSS will 

ensure that all students will receive an education that includes the requirements as determined 

by the students’ individual plans.  IEPs/IAPs will be reviewed annually by the IEP/IAP team.  

Students will access the general education curriculum, with appropriate accommodations and 

modifications, as determined by the IEP team.  Students with Significant Disabilities, as defined 

as meeting eligibility requirements in Bulletin 1508, will utilize the Unique Curriculum.  Student 

Support Services and the school’s special education department will work collaboratively with 

students and families to ensure appropriate services are needed and provided, as specified on 

the IEP.  Special education departments and Student Support Services will meet as needed to 

review the district’s plan and ensure that the student’s individual plans are being followed. 

ASSESSMENTS:  

Participation in all state/district mandated testing is required for all VIP students.   

All State testing will adhere to policies and requirements under Bulletin 118. 

 Dr. Coker provided a copy of the “Virtual Instruction Program Student Contract” which 

is to be signed by the student and school official each year upon enrollment and kept on file.   

 The Director of Elementary Schools Curtis Pate announced that July 15-24, 2020 is the 

registration date for parents to enroll their students in the Virtual Instructional Program (VIP), 

with July 24 being the deadline for registration and that he needs to know how many students 

will participate in the program before we can proceed to place teachers in those classes.  

 Dr. Coker concluded his presentation of the Back to School Phased Plans and Distance 

Learning Virtual School Option with an announcement that he has authorized a robo callout 

from the OPSS beginning Friday of this week (July 10, 2020) notifying all parents of children in 

the OPSS who are interested in the program can register their child(ren) online through our 

website or calling the School Board beginning July 15 – 24, 2020 for the VIP Program, with     



July 24, 2020 being the deadline for applying for the VIP Program.  Information can be found on 

all news media outlets, schools, Facebook, internet, School Board, etc.  Whereby, Greg Manley 

moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board approve the Back to School Phased Plans and 

Distance Learning Virtual School Option for the 2020-2021 School Year as presented and 

recommended by Dr. Coker.  President Hicks invited public comments and motion unanimously 

carried by all members present. 

 Business Director Regina Mekus announced that the Finance Committee met on July 1, 

2020 and six options were presented for their consideration at that time for the renewal of 

school property insurance.  After much discussion and a recommendation from Dr. Coker and 

Ms. Mekus, the Finance Committee voted unanimously to recommend to the Board Option 1  

(a mirror image of the coverage we currently have for the fiscal year that just ended) from     

FM Global for the renewal of school property insurance with a slight increase in premiums from 

last year.  Whereby, Greg Manley moved, second by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board approve 

Option 1 for the renewal of school property insurance from FM Global for 2020-2021 as 

recommended.  President Hicks offered public comment and motion unanimously carried. 

 On the recommendation of Business Director Regina Mekus, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board grant permission to reject uninsured motorist 

coverage and authorize the Superintendent to execute the waiver of such coverage for the 

2020-2021 auto insurance renewal.  President Hicks offered public comments and motion 

carried unanimously. 

 Business Director Regina Mekus presented the Ouachita Parish School Board 2019-20 

Interim Financial Report for Period ended May 31, 2020.  The Board was provided copies of the 

report representing all funds of the School Board and the total budgeted revenues and 

expenditures all through the year comparing to their actual performance through the end of 

May 31, 2020.  The following brief highlights were reported: 

 Ms. Mekus informed the Board that her staff has been working toward closing out their 

fiscal year preparing payrolls for the remaining accrued wages going into the end of the fiscal 

year.  These are going to be the main items that are being spent at this time of year.  At the end 

of May 31, 2020, the General Fund has a current ending fund balance of $39,205,862.  The 

District 1 fund balance at the end of May is $19,256,036.  The big change at the end of the fiscal 

year between May and June is that the fund balance is quite high is because all the accrued 

payrolls are run in June.  With a budgeted fund balance, we are still quite a ways off given that 

those payrolls will be run and you will see at the end of June they will come back in line.  As we 

continue to watch sales tax revenues finishing out the third, fourth and fifth columns on the 

first page with the sales tax funds, we have seen some decrease in collections for the current 

month as compared to prior years in the same month.  However, we are not seeing a decrease 



in our yearly revenue.  So, we will continue to watch these numbers as we go into the 

upcoming fiscal year.  As expected, the Child Nutrition Program will end the year with a 

deficiency.  The last two pages of her report reveal the year-to-date summery of 

Revenues/Expenditures and the fund balance for the General Fund enables all to see the trend 

of performance at a glance in these two primary operating funds of the School Board.   At this 

time, Shere May moved, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board approve the 2019-20 

Interim Financial Report for Period ended May 31, 2020 as presented by Business Director 

Regina Mekus.  Following a brief moment allowed for public comments by President Hicks, 

motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Greg Manley moved, 

seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board grant permission to use Eastside Bonds to replace the 

sound system at the Sterlington High School football stadium at a cost of $27,495 that was 

damaged last spring by a tornado.  President Hicks offered a moment for public comment and 

motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 On motion by Dabo Graves, seconded by Greg Manley, the Board granted permission to 

use Eastside Bonds to purchase curtains for the back of the auditorium at Ouachita High School 

at a cost of $12,995 as recommended by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones.  Public comments 

were allowed by President Hicks and motion carried unanimously. 

 On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Ken Slusher, Scotty 

Waggoner moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board approve the Right-of-Way 

Agreement between Entergy and the OPSB regarding Ben Wink Road.  Following an offer by 

President Hicks for public comment, motion carried unanimously. 

 On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Ken Slusher, Greg Manley 

moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board approve the Right-of-Way Agreement 

between Entergy and the OPSB regarding Lonewa Road.  Following an offer by President Hicks 

for public comment, motion carried unanimously. 

 Supervisor of Safety/Construction Ken Slusher submitted two (2) proposals from 

Bannister Energy Solutions for the replacement of the storm damaged pole and lights at 

Sterlington High School football field for the Board’s consideration.  One proposal listed the 

Scope of Work replacing the damaged pole with a Musco 100’ Galvanized steel pole with a 4–6 

week delivery at a cost of $101,000 and the other proposal listed the Scope of Work replacing 

the damaged pole with a Valmont Galvanized steel  pole with a 16–18 week delivery at a cost 

of $86,000.  Whereby, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board approve 

the Musco 100’ Galvanized steel pole with a 4-6 week delivery period at a cost of $101,000 as 

submitted by Bannister Energy Solutions.  Mr. Manley gave his reason being for the shorter 



delivery period would increase the team’s chances of playing their first game of the season on 

their field.  President Hicks offered a moment for public comment and motion unanimously 

carried by all members present. 

  Supervisor of Safety/Construction Ken Slusher gave an updated report on 

construction/renovation projects within the district.  Mr. Slusher announced that both the 

Edgewood and the Central Office parking (an area behind the Central Office) lots are complete 

and the brick pavers are down on the west side of the Edgewood gym at WMHS, except the 

grout has not been applied.  Mr. Slusher ended his report on a good note and is more optimistic 

now that the road situation on the Woodlawn project is finally taken care of.  Concrete for two 

pads have been poured and formed up and now that the road is fixed, things should be moving 

faster on all the Woodlawn projects.   

In an effort to finalize a Buy/Sell Agreement on a proposed site for the “new” 

Sterlington Middle School before the Eastside Bond Election is held on August 15, 2020, Greg 

Manley moved with a recommendation, seconded by Shere May, that the Board consider 

approval of this attempt to finalize an agreement with the landowner to purchase the property 

within the next week or two, contingent on the passage of the Eastside Bond Proposal on 

August 15, 2020, and authorize President Hicks to execute the Buy/Sell Agreement with the 

landowner for the future Sterlington Middle School site on behalf of the Board.  Following 

President Hick’s offer for public comment, motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Ken Slusher, Tommy 

Comeaux moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board approve the low bid from Don M. 

Barron Contractor, Inc. for $9,384,000 in addition to Add Alt. #1 for $182,000 (for two 

additional classrooms) for a total bid of ($9,566,000) with a budget of $9,000,000 [Bid No. 2-

21], for the construction of the “new” Boley Elementary School.  President Hicks offered public 

comment and motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Ken Slusher, Scotty 

Waggoner moved, seconded by Shere May, that the Board accept the bid from Southern 

Roofing in the amount of $280,000, with a budget of $400,000, for a roof replacement at 

Pinecrest School to be funded with M&O funds [Bid No. 9-21].  Following an offer for public 

comment by President Hicks, motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Ken Slusher, Tommy 

Comeaux moved, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board accept the bid from Terry’s 

Roofing in the amount of $219,650, with a budget of $400,000, for a roof replacement at Lenwil 

Elementary School to be funded with M&O funds [Bid No. 10-21].  Following an offer for public 

comment by President Hicks, motion carried unanimously by all members present. 



On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board accept the only responsive proposal from Amazon as 

bidder got 100% of points scored by Mr. Jones and two colleagues for Online Marketplace 

purchasing and is to be funded with All Funds [Bid No. RFP5-21].   This action will not hinder the 

School Board from purchases with other vendors.  However, having a proposal protects the 

School Board from possible grievances as indicated by Mr. Jones.  President Hicks offered a 

moment for public comment, and motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

On motion by Scotty Waggoner, seconded by Dabo Graves, the Board accepted the low 

and responsive bids as listed in BOLD PRINT on the bid sheet for copy paper to be purchased 

with All Funds [Bid No. 47-20] as recommended by Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones.  Public 

comments were allowed by President Hicks and motion carried unanimously. 

On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Shere May motioned, 

seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board approve the purchase of Classroom Books [Bid No. 

11-21] listed in Bold Print and funded through the CARES Program (Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 

Economic Security Act money from federal government for the purpose of preparing our school 

system for remote learning).  Following an offer for public comment from President Hicks, 

motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

Following Dr. Coker’s announcement of the high school graduations in our district, 

President Hicks set the next Board meeting for August 11, 2020 at 12:00 noon. 

There being no further business to discuss, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Tommy 

Comeaux, that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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