
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in an “Emergency Called Meeting” on Monday, July 27, 

2020 at twelve (12:00) o’clock noon at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office 

for the purpose of considering revising the 2020-2021 School Calendar due to the Covid-19 pandemic 

directives of the Governor, the Department of Health and Hospitals and members of the Board of 

Elementary and Secondary Education.  Actions of the Board took place as follows: 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere May, 

Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves and Greg Manley.  There were none 

absent. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Scotty Waggoner. 

 The Invocation was given by Board member Greg Manley. 

 On motion by Scotty Waggoner, seconded by Shere May, the Board amended the Agenda to 

include the addition of Item No. 2 under the VI. Business section (Consider approval of Revised 

Classroom Teacher Job Description by Todd Guice).  Motion carried unanimously by all members present. 

 Shere May moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board approve the Agenda as 

amended.  Motion unanimously carried by all members present. 

  Superintendent Coker presented the changes to the 2020-2021 School Calendar as follows: 

 20 minutes per day will be added to the 380 minutes required for students last year, bringing 

the minutes to 400 minimum required by the state for this upcoming school year.  

 August 6, 7 & 10 - District in-services for teachers will be held. 

 August 26, 27 & 28 - Students will return to (brick/mortar) school.  These would be 3 half-day 

schedules where students would be coming into the school to register, depending on the school, 

one of those 3 days either by their last name or some other plan for the registration process.  

 August 31 - The first full day of school for all students.   

 August 11-21 - Professional Development will be offered again for our teachers and employees 

to make sure they understand how to utilize “Google Classroom” and “Google Meet” with plans 

to continue training on these programs.   

 September 28 - Deleted as a Professional Development Day and kept as a normal school day. 

 May 24, 2021 - Students’ last day – Changed from May 20 & 21, 2021. 

 May 26, 2021 – Teachers last day  

 Weather days were not built into this calendar.  The reason being, we are hoping that by the 
time we get any unexpected inclement weather, we will have our Chromebooks in and will be 
able to put these Chromebooks in the hands of every student that we have in our district.  If 
there is a weather day in December, January or February it is very possible the students will 
have their Chromebooks at home and can actually continue with whatever lesson would have 
been with that teacher.  The teachers would be doing the online distance learning and our 
virtual students would still be doing their virtual lessons as if they were going through the 
process anyway.  Dr. Coker noted that we are going to be prepared for doing our online distance 
learning with our traditional kids and our VIP learning with our virtual students. 



On motion by Harold McCoy, seconded by Dabo Graves, the Board approved the revised 2020   -                      

2021 School Calendar as presented by Superintendent Coker.  President Hicks offered public comments 

and motion unanimously carried by all members present.    

 Personnel Director Todd Guice presented an update for the Board’s consideration to add to the 

district’s Personnel Manual containing additional language for Classroom Teachers (Regular 

Education/Special Education) Job Description to address virtual instruction that has been brought about 

by the pandemic we are currently under.  Whereby, Dabo Graves moved, seconded by Greg Manley, 

that the Board approve the addition to the job description for classroom teachers (Regular 

Education/Special Education) addressing the need to keep our district’s Personnel Manual updated with 

additional language used for virtual instruction as presented and recommended by Personnel Director 

Todd Guice.  Following an offer for public comment by President Hicks, motion unanimously carried. 

 Business Director Regina Mekus presented a new two-year contract with Allen, Green & 

Williamson, LLP, Certified Public Accountants for the Board’s consideration with an option to renew 

after June 30, 2022 for their services rendered on the financial audit and agreed upon procedures from 

June 30, 2020 – June 30, 2022 with a slight increase in cost from the current contract.  Whereby, Shere 

May moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board approve the new two-year contract for the 

period of (June 30, 2020 – June 30, 2022) with an option for an extension to renew for fiscal year ended 

June 30, 2022 with Allen, Green & Williamson, LLP, Certified Public Accountants.  President Hicks offered 

comments from the public and motion carried unanimously by all members present.  

 Following much discussion regarding the OPSB Chomebook Responsible Use Policy with the 

Director of Technology Ken Monroe, Shere May moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board 

approve the OPSB Responsible Use Policy as presented by Mr. Monroe.  President Hicks offered public 

comment and motion unanimously carried. 

 Dr. Coker read several questions addressed to the Board and the audience submitted by You 

Tube viewers concerning the transmittal of the Covid-19 virus.  He invited Safety Coordinator Marsha 

Baker to come forward and answer the questions.  Mrs. Baker was very helpful in answering questions 

regarding the district’s policies on the virus. 

 President Hicks announced that the next Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 11, 

2020 at 12:00 noon. 

 There being no further business to discuss, Greg Manley moved, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, 

that the meeting adjourn.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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