
 The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at twelve 

(12:00) o’clock noon at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office. 

 President Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed visitors and guests to the meeting. 

 The roll was called and the following members were present:  Tommy Comeaux, Shere May, 

Scotty Waggoner, Jerry R. Hicks, Dabo Graves and Greg Manley.  Absent – Rev. John Russell. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Board member Dabo Graves. 

 The Invocation was given by Greg Manley. 

 On motion by Scotty Waggoner, seconded by Shere May, the Board unanimously approved the 

Minutes of September 12, 2019 as written.  Absent – Rev. John Russell 

 Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Greg Manley, that the Board approve the Agenda as 

presented.   Motion carried unanimously.  Absent – Rev. John Russell 

 No Personnel action reported. 

 Dr. Coker proudly presented Business Director Regina Mekus and her staff the Certificate of 

Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting awarded from the Government Finance Officers 

Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) for their comprehensive annual financial report 

(CAFR).  The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental 

accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a 

government and its management. 

 On the recommendation of Title I Supervisor Cynthia Osborne, Tommy Comeaux moved, 

seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board approve the following policy that has been reviewed and 

approved in advance by district personnel, Board attorney Elmer Noah and the Board’s policy provider, 

Forethought Consultants, Inc.:  (1 Policy: GAE (Complaints and Grievances) as presented.  Mrs. Osborne 

also presented the following two policies to be considered for approval at the next Board meeting:  (1 

Policy: JS (Student Fees, Fines and Charges) and (2 Policy: IDDFA (Special Education Advisory Council).  

Following an offer for public comment by President Hicks, motion carried unanimously by all members 

present.  Absent – Rev. John Russell 

 Business Director Regina Mekus presented the monthly 2018-19 Interim Financial Report for the 

Period ended August 31, 2019.  Ms. Mekus reported that last month there was not a lot of financial 

activity for the new year, but we had the budget, so there was a lot to talk about this month.  This is for 

the month ending August 31, 2019 so we are two months into the new year.  However, in that period of 

time we are still doing a lot of activity, but by being the summer time, goes back into the prior year.  A 

copy of the financial statements was provided the Board containing the current budgets that were 

adopted by the Board last month.  She reminded the Board that there is not a whole lot of activity that 

has happened in the new year at this point.  Ms. Mekus offered to make herself available anytime the 

Board has questions.  Whereby, Shere May motioned, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board 



accept the 2018-19 Interim Financial Report for the Period ended August 31, 2019 as presented by 

Business Director Regina Mekus.  Following an offer by President Hicks for public comment, motion 

unanimously carried by all members present.  Absent – Rev. John Russell 

 Upon the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Scotty Waggoner moved, 

seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board grant permission to Mr. Jones to accept the low responsive 

bids for Ag Science Consumables [Bid No. 32-20].  The bids will open next week and Mr. Jones will 

present the low responsive bids that are awarded at the next Board meeting.  President Hicks offered a 

moment for public discussion and motion unanimously carried.  Absent – Rev. John Russell 

 Tommy Comeaux presented a list of qualifications on policy regarding naming a school facility 

within a facility and moved to name the West Monroe High School band facility, the “Michael D. Spears 

Band Hall” in honor of Dr. Spears’ legacy of achievements and as a tribute to his family, throughout his 

life and career as a Music Educator/Music Minister, seconded by Shere May.  President Hicks offered a 

moment for public discussion and motion carried unanimously by all members present.  Absent – Rev. 

John Russell. 

 Motion by Scotty Waggoner, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board add the name “Ethyl 

Owens” to the Pinecrest School gymnasium along with her husband’s, “Dwight Owens” because she was 

such a respected partner and influential person in the entire Pinecrest community and a teacher for our 

system for 30+ years, even returning to help the school a number of years after retiring.  The Pinecrest 

School gymnasium was officially named the, “Dwight Owens Gymnasium” in the Board meeting of April 

22, 2014 on motion by Mr. “Red” Sims.  As of this date, October 8, 2019, Mrs. Ethyl Owens’ name will be 

added to the Pinecrest School gymnasium beside her husband’s, naming the gym, the “Dwight and Ethyl 

Owens Gymnasium” in honor of these two faithful and dedicated public servants who dedicated  their 

service to their school and community throughout their lifetime.  Following an invitation for public 

comment by President Hicks, the motion was unanimously approved by all members present.  Absent – 

Rev. John Russell 

 Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher reported that the Woodlawn School roof is 

complete and the roof at Central should be complete within the next 10 days.  The T-Buildings at 

Woodlawn Elementary have been moved and I will be working to get a proposal to do the drainage work 

at the elementary and trying to decide what to do with the playground equipment and who is going to 

move it.  I should be bringing you a proposal for the drainage work at Woodlawn Elementary at the 

Board meeting in November.  Dr. Coker reported that the slab at Boley will probably be removed from 

the old site once they come in and start reconstruction of the school.  Insurance is still being reviewed 

with our insurance company.  Plans are being drawn up for the insurance company to rebuild the exact 

school in order to see what the cost will be.  This amount will be used for their adjustment as to how 

much will be allowed us to rebuild the school.  Meetings are being set up with our insurance 

representatives and our architect and will possibly be held the end of this month to try to come up with 

a solid figure to determine the projected cost amount to rebuild the school.  Then the rebuilding process 

can begin.  The survey has been done.  Mr. Slusher concluded with a report on the progress of the new 

Central Office Complex.  The building was toured last week and will be toured again on October 16.  The 



main portion that will be used for the Central Office and the Media Center is 95% complete, but still has 

some problems getting the hardware for the doors and glass put in some of the doors.  Also has flooring 

problems that have been damaged since installed and we want it fixed right before we move in.  It is 

looking good, especially with the new paved parking lot.  The new School Board sign is on the building 

now and looks great.   Construction has come a long way and still has a ways to go before we will be able 

to move in.  Dr. Coker remarked that he thinks the Central Office and the Media Center will be able to 

move into the new facility the end of October or the first of November, but wants the building to be 

secure before we move in.  The completion date for the entire project is November 12, 2019. 

 On the recommendation of Supervisor of Safety/Construction Kenneth Slusher, Shere May 

moved, seconded by Scotty Waggoner, that the Board accept the low bid of $184,400 from Amethyst 

Construction, Inc. for West Ouachita High School Baseball & Softball Field Improvements [Bid No. 27-20] 

with a budget of $190,000 and paid with Westside Sales Tax funds.  President Hicks offered a brief 

moment for public comment and motion carried unanimously with all members present.  Absent – Rev. 

John Russell 

 Upon evaluating the two proposals that were submitted for Baseball Lights at WOHS [Bid No. 

RFP29-30], Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones recommended that the bids submitted be rejected as they 

were found to be non-responsive.  Whereby, Scotty Waggoner moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that 

the proposals be rejected that were submitted for Baseball Lights at WOHS under [Bid No. RFP29-30] 

and accept the proposal as a Public Works Project from Twin City Electric for $154,804.  The budget for 

this project is $150,000 and paid with Westside Sales Tax funds.  Following an offer by President Hicks 

for public comment, the motion carried unanimously by all members present.  Absent– Rev. John Russell 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded 

by Dabo Graves, that the Board accept the low and responsive bids listed in BOLD Type on the bid 

sheets as follows:  (1. Ink Cartridges [Bid No. 33-20] and (2. Copy Paper [Bid No. 34-20] both to be paid 

from all funds.  After an offer by President Hicks for public comment, motion carried unanimously by all 

members present.  Absent – Rev. John Russell 

 On the recommendation of Purchasing Agent Bobby Jones, Scotty Waggoner motioned, 

seconded by Tommy Comeaux, that the Board grant permission to bid the following items as follows:  

(1.  Woodlawn Band & Choir Room [Bid No. 37-20] to be paid from Westside Sales Tax fund with a 

budget of $2,000,000; (2.  HVAC Equipment [Bid No. 35-20] to be paid from M&O account with a budget 

of $130,000 and (3.  Band Instruments [Bid No. 36-20] to be paid from M&O account with a budget of 

$5,000.  After offering a moment for public comment from President Hicks, motion carried unanimously 

by all members present.  Absent – Rev. John Russell 

 On motion by Tommy Comeaux, seconded by Shere May, the Board entered into Executive 

Session for the purpose of considering appeals from a student expulsion hearing pursuant to La.R.S. 

42:17(A)(7).  The following roll-call vote on the motion to go into Executive Session was recorded:  

Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes; Jerry Hicks, yes; John Russell, absent; 

Dabo Graves, yes; and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion carried unanimously by all members present. 



 The Executive Session closed, at which time, Dabo Graves moved, seconded by Scotty 

Waggoner, that the meeting re-open to the public and return to regular session.  The following roll-call 

vote was recorded:  Tommy Comeaux, yes; Shere May, yes; Scotty Waggoner, yes; Jerry R. Hicks, yes; 

John Russell, absent; Dabo Graves, yes and Greg Manley, yes.  Motion unanimously carried, with six (6) 

“yes” votes and no (0) “no” votes and one (1) absence.  Rev. John Russell was absent. 

 Whereby, Tommy Comeaux moved, seconded by Dabo Graves, that the Board uphold the 

decision by the administration to expel the student.  Motion unanimously carried, with six (6) “yes” 

votes and no (0) “no” votes and one (1) absence.  Rev. John Russell was absent. 

 OPSB legal counsel, Elmer Noah, informed the Board that he had provided a package of 

information to the parents and principal during the Executive Session in addition to the documents that 

were also provided by the parents. He further explained that he will make a folder that will contain that 

information basically for the record at this time in connection with the expulsion hearing.  The parents 

were provided copies of all the documentation.  For the record, Mr. Noah will take all the information 

that was provided today and offer it in connection with the appeal hearing. 

 The next Board meeting is set for November 12 at 2:00 p.m.  However, since the meeting, it has 

been changed to Thursday, November 14 at 12:00 noon. 

 There being no further business to discuss, Shere May moved, seconded by Tommy Comeaux, 

that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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