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spectacular pieces that took tremendous effort 
to ship, store, reclaim, set up, and then ship 
back to the schools. Teachers were shipping 
work improperly, without return shipping and 
with a wide variety of carriers. The previous 
year, Lee recalls, problems with shipping had 
“reached a nadir.” He says, “Packages were 
placed behind a boiler in the host school and 
only found late in the run of the exhibition. 
The close of the show, with rain pouring down 
and me hauling a large wheeled garbage tote 
filled with boxed entries through the streets of 
Indianapolis provided plenty of motivation to 
never have to go through a similarly frustrat-
ing situation ever again.”

We struggled with these problems and 
others while continuing to raise our stan-
dards and solicit funds. Then an unexpected 
bounty came to us through Nancy Ernst. She 
recalls how she became involved: “Our family 
affiliation with the National K-12 Exhibition 
Foundation, Inc., began at Baltimore, when I 
attended my first NCECA. There I viewed the 
works submitted by students and met the or-
ganization members that were behind putting 
on this blow-away show. The work that year 
was stellar, with many large-scale pieces—
breathtaking, and by high school students!”  

Nancy goes on: “I offered to help behind 
the tables and asked my long-time friend Bob 
Feder if I could trail him on the convention 
floor to help me understand his promotion 
model and requests for support to sustain this 
event. Bob also shared with me his dream 
that k12clay would one day be able to offer 
scholarships for deserving students and rec-
ognize the teachers as well, with the hope of 
sending the best students to the best ceramics 
college programs nationwide.

“I left the convention quite moved by 
what this very dedicated group was doing, 
and I vowed on the ride home that our family 
would get involved. After discussion with 
my family, the Scholarship Fund was created 
with the mission statement: The inspiration 
for the creation of these initial gifts was to honor 
the vision, dedication, and efforts of the ceramic 
educators, the students they mentor, and the 
many volunteers nationwide affiliated with 
bringing the National K-12 Ceramic Exhibition 
Foundation and its dream of having a scholar-
ship fund to fruition.”

The following year we gave out our first 
Ernst Family Scholarship and scholarships 
in memory of Jared Branfman and Lucy Roy. 
The Ingrid Mahan Foundation (established 
by Nancy’s mother and father) stepped up 
with a major grant, which came with instruc-
tions “to NOT put the money in a fund and 
use the interest for scholarships.”  Instead 
she advised, “Spend the money on something 
you need. Don’t you need something? What 
do you need?” When I told her we needed a 
website, she replied, “Then go buy a web-
site.” In addition, she sponsored a renewable 
scholarship for a deserving student.

Our board reached out to Stephen 
Lewicki of L&L Kilns to serve as a trustee 
and chief corporate recruiter. He helped us 
work with Brent, Amaco, Olympic, Shimpo, 
Brackers and others to improve our sustain-
ability. Geoff Flash, Richard Burkett, the 
Orton Foundation, Bailey, and Paragon all 
signed on to help us.  

K12CLAY 2.0, 2008 TO 2018
In 2008, Lee was able to find a shipping 
agent, Glen Frick, the owner of the 

Minnesota-based On Target Professionals, to 
centralize all the shipping for the exhibition 
and deliver it all at once, right to the exhibi-
tion floor, on time to the minute. Our lives 
changed. Glen so impressed the board, we 
invited him to become a trustee. 

In 2009, Kenton sold Creative Industries 
to Walt Glazer of Speedball, who agreed 
to continue the company’s commitment to 
supporting the Grand Prize, a professional 
potter’s wheel given to the best wheel worker 
in the k12clay exhibition. Glen took over as 
our treasurer. He had expertise in website 
management, and he took on that additional 
role for k12clay. Nancy joined our board as 
a trustee and eventually became chair of the 
Scholarship Committee, while helping Leah 
with our printing needs. 

In 2011, a bright and energetic ceramic 
artist and teacher, Nicole Dubrow, of Black 

� Kayla Baptiste, 
Elsik High School, 
Houston, Texas. 
Treasure, 2018. 
4x4x8 in. Carved 
floral patterns with 
gold-enamled rim. 
Winner of two 
scholarship awards 
at the 21st Annual 
National K-12 
Ceramics Exhibition, 
Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

▼ Aubrey Ducharme-▼ Aubrey Ducharme-▼
Brown, Wind 
River High School, 
Pavillion, Wyoming. 
Teapot and Cups, 
2018. 12x12x15 in. 
Wheel thrown and 
decorated with 
underglaze pencils. 
Winner of one award 
and one scholarship 
award at the 21st 
Annual National 
K-12 Ceramics Ex-
hibition, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.


