
Iredell Independent
School District

Iredell Junior High School
Course Description Guide

2022-2023
Grades 6-8

This guide is available online at www.iredell-isd.com.

The Iredell I.S.D. and its career and technology education program does not discriminate on
the basis of sex, disability, race, color, age or national origin in its educational programs,

activities or employment as required by Title IX, Section 504 and Title VI.

1

http://www.iredell-isd.com


Table of Contents

Junior High Course Offerings Overview 3

STATE Assessments in Junior High—STAAR 3

High School Courses Taken Prior to High School 3

Junior High Course Offerings 4

Reading Language Arts 4

Mathematics 4

Science 4

Social Studies 5

Electives, Grades 6-8 6

2



Junior High courses offered at Iredell ISD meet and exceed the requirements set forth by and accredited by the
Texas Education Agency.  A junior high student’s program of study is as follows for each grade:

Sixth Grade Program Seventh Grade Program Eighth Grade Program

Reading Language Arts
Mathematics
Science
Social Studies
Physical Education
Electives

Reading Language Arts
Mathematics
Science
Social Studies
Physical Education
Electives

Reading Language Arts
Mathematics
Science
Social Studies
Physical Education
Electives

STATE Assessments in Junior High—STAAR

The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness is given in the following core areas at the specified grade
level:

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Reading
Math

Reading
Math

Reading
Math
Social Studies
Science

High School Courses Taken Prior to High School

Iredell ISD offers a variety of Career and Technology Education (CTE)  courses for high school credit.
Satisfactory completion of high school courses in middle school shall be reflected on the student’s academic
achievement record, and the student will be awarded state graduation credit. Students begin earning these credits
and grades for high school in the seventh grade. High School courses completed prior to high school are counted as
credit for all high school graduation plans and IS  factored into a student’s High School GPA.
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Reading Language Arts

RLA, Grade 6 RLA Grade 7 RLA Grade 8
PEIMS Code: 03200510 PEIMS Code: 03200520 PEIMS Code: 03200530

The Reading language arts Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) embody the interconnected nature of
listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking through the seven integrated strands of developing and
sustaining foundational language skills; comprehension; response; multiple genres; author's purpose and craft;
composition; and inquiry and research. The strands focus on academic oracy (proficiency in oral expression and
comprehension), authentic reading, and reflective writing to ensure a literate Texas. The strands are integrated and
progressive with students continuing to develop knowledge and skills with increased complexity and nuance in
order to think critically and adapt to the ever-evolving nature of language and literacy.

Mathematics

Math Grade 6 Math Grade 7 Math Grade 8
PEIMS Code: 02640060 PEIMS Code: 03103000 PEIMS Code: 03103100

The primary focal areas are number and operations; proportionality; expressions, equations, and relationships; and
measurement and data. Students use concepts, algorithms, and properties of rational numbers to explore
mathematical relationships and to describe increasingly complex situations. Students use concepts of
proportionality to explore, develop, and communicate mathematical relationships. Students use algebraic thinking
to describe how a change in one quantity in a relationship results in a change in the other. Students connect verbal,
numeric, graphic, and symbolic representations of relationships, including equations and inequalities. Students use
geometric properties and relationships, as well as spatial reasoning, to model and analyze situations and solve
problems. Students communicate information about geometric figures or situations by quantifying attributes,
generalize procedures from measurement experiences, and use the procedures to solve problems. Students use
appropriate statistics, representations of data, and reasoning to draw conclusions, evaluate arguments, and make
recommendations. While the use of all types of technology is important, the emphasis on algebra readiness skills
necessitates the implementation of graphing technology.

Science

Science Grade 6 Science Grade 7 Science Grade 8
PEIMS Code: 03060600 PEIMS Code: 03060700 PEIMS Code: 0306080

● Grade 6 science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is on physical science.
● Grade 7 science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is on organisms and the

environment.
● Grade 8 science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is on earth and space

science. Recurring themes are pervasive in sciences, mathematics, and technology. These ideas transcend
disciplinary boundaries and include change and constancy, patterns, cycles, systems, models, and scale.
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Social Studies

Social Studies Grade 6 Social Studies  Grade 7 Social Studies Grade 8
PEIMS Code: 02870000 PEIMS Code: 03343000 PEIMS Code: 03343100

● Grade 6 social studies is the study of people, places, and societies of the contemporary world. Societies for
study are from the following regions of the world: Europe, Russia and the Eurasian republics, North
America, Central America and the Caribbean, South America, Southwest Asia-North Africa, Sub-Saharan
Africa, South Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, Australia, and the Pacific realm. Students describe the
influence of individuals and groups on historical and contemporary events in those societies and identify
the locations and geographic characteristics of various societies.

● Grade 7 social studies is the study of the history of Texas from early times to the present. Students
examine the full scope of Texas history, including Natural Texas and its People; Age of Contact; Spanish
Colonial; Mexican National; Revolution and Republic; Early Statehood; Texas in the Civil War and
Reconstruction; Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads; Age of Oil; Texas in the Great Depression and World War II;
Civil Rights and Conservatism; and Contemporary Texas eras. The focus in each era is on key individuals,
events, and issues and their impact. Students identify regions of Texas and the distribution of population
within and among the regions and explain the factors that caused Texas to change from an agrarian to an
urban society. Students describe the structure and functions of municipal, county, and state governments,
explain the influence of the U.S. Constitution on the Texas Constitution, and examine the rights and
responsibilities of Texas citizens. Students use primary and secondary sources to examine the rich and
diverse cultural background of Texas as they identify the different racial and ethnic groups that settled in
Texas to build a republic and then a state.

● Grade 8 social studies is the study of the history of the United States from the early colonial period
through Reconstruction. Historical content focuses on the political, economic, religious, and social events
and issues related to the colonial and revolutionary eras, the creation and ratification of the U.S.
Constitution, challenges of the early republic, the Age of Jackson, westward expansion, sectionalism, Civil
War, and Reconstruction. Students describe the physical characteristics of the United States and their
impact on population distribution and settlement patterns in the past and present. Students analyze the
various economic factors that influenced the development of colonial America and the early years of the
republic and identify the origins of the free enterprise system. Students examine the American beliefs and
principles, including limited government, checks and balances, federalism, separation of powers, and
individual rights, reflected in the U.S. Constitution and other historical documents. Students evaluate the
impact of Supreme Court cases and major reform movements of the 19th century and examine the rights
and responsibilities of citizens of the United States as well as the importance of effective leadership in a
constitutional republic.

***Beginning in 2023-2024 School Year: Texas History will be emphasized and taught at each junior high grade level
and tested as part of the grade 8 Social Studies STAAR assessment.
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Electives, Grades 6-8

Boy’s Physical Education/Athletics Grade 6 Girl’s Physical Education/Athletics Grade 6
PEIMS Code: 02850000 PEIMS Code: 02850000

Boy’s Physical Education/Athletics Grade 7 Girl’s Physical Education/Athletics Grade 7
PEIMS Code: 03823000 PEIMS Code: 03823000

Boy’s Physical Education/Athletics Grade 8 Girl’s Physical Education/Athletics Grade 8
PEIMS Code: 03823000 PEIMS Code: 03823000

Students understand in greater detail the function of the body, learn to measure their own performance more
accurately, and develop plans for improvement. They learn to use technology such as heart rate monitors to assist
in measuring and monitoring their own performance. Identifying the types of activities that provide them with
enjoyment and challenge and that will encourage them to be physically active throughout life is reinforced during
instruction in these grades.

Athletics is a competitive course. Uniforms are required for everyday practice. All participants must have all
required UIL paperwork on file  .
Girls’ athletics courses include cheer, volleyball, basketball, cross country and  track
Boys’ athletics courses include football and basketball, track, and cross-country
****6th grade participation in UIL TEAM sports are subject to yearly enrollment.

Career and Technology Electives

Career Investigation, Grade 6 Local Code: 0660 College and Career Readiness
PEIMS Code: 12700300

Students will use decision-making and problem-solving skills for college and career planning. Students will explore
valid, reliable educational and career information to learn more about themselves and their interests and abilities.
Students will use this information to explore requirements for various career paths.

Exploring Agriculture, Grade 6 Local Code: 0600 Investigating Careers
PEIMS Code: 12700400

This course is designed to develop in middle school students an awareness of the relationships between agriculture
and science.  Major concepts covered in the course include an awareness of agriculture, the world of work,
agribusiness careers, human relations, and scientific principles applied in agriculture.

Technology Applications, Grade 6 Local Code: 0670
PEIMS Code: 02670060

Students apply the study of technology foundations, including technology-related terms, concepts, and data input
strategies. Students use critical thinking to make informed decisions while accessing, analyzing, and evaluating
acquired information.

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources, Grade 7 Local Code: 0780
PEIMS Code 13000200 *1 High School Credit Course

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources is a course designed to enhance the understanding of the
agricultural industry. Students will have the opportunity to gain knowledge and skills related to plant and animal
systems, food production, mechanical systems, entrepreneurship, leadership, and environmental sciences. To
further develop learned subjects, students will be able to participate in various projects and activities throughout
the course.
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Principles of Audio Visual Technology and  Communication, Grade 7 Local Code: 6010
PEIMS Code 13008200 *1 High School Credit Course

Principles of Art, Audio/Video Technology & Communications is a course, in which students will gain experience in
computer & technology applications and become proficient in oral and written communication. Within this context,
students will be expected to develop an understanding of the various and multifaceted career opportunities in
courses like Digital Print and Media Design, Printing Technology and much more.

Public Speaking (Professional Communications), Grade 7 Local Code: 7400
PEIMS Code 13009900 *.5 High School Credit Course
Students will develop skills focused on five identifiable functions of expressing and responding appropriately to
feelings, participating in social traditions, informing, persuading, creating, and imagining.  To become competent
communicators through verbal and nonverbal messages, presentation skills and effective social practices will
emerge.  Students will develop and apply skills in using oral language, nonverbal communication, and listening in
interpersonal, group, academic, and public contexts.  The student will be given the opportunity to understand the
communication process, and will participate in social traditions in order to develop procedural communication
processes, respond with informative messages, and develop an understanding of persuasion.

Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness, Grade 7 Local Code: 6010
PEIMS Code 13024500 *.5 High School Credit Course

The Lifetime Nutrition & Wellness course is a laboratory course that allows students to use principles of lifetime
wellness and nutrition to help them make informed choices that promote wellness as well as pursue careers
related to hospitality and tourism, education and training, human services and health sciences.

Investigating Agricultural Careers, Grade 8 Local Code: 0860
PEIMS Code 12700410

This course is intended as an eighth grade offering that focuses on developing student awareness and providing
opportunities for students to assess their interests as related to agricultural education. Much of the content
focuses on the seven pathways available to students who enroll in high school agricultural education courses.
Content also includes the meaning and role of agricultural education, the importance and nature of the agricultural
industry, the role of food production and processing, relationships of agriculture to natural resources and the
environment, and the strong undergirding of science in the study of agriculture. Personal development, FFA, and
supervised experience will also be initiated.

Introduction to Welding, Grade 8 Local Code: 6910-02
PEIMS Code: 13032250 *1 High School Credit Course

The Introduction to Welding course will provide an introduction to welding technology with an emphasis on basic
welding laboratory principles and operating procedures. Students will be introduced to the three basic welding
processes. Topics include hand tool and power machine use, measurement, welding career potentials and
introduction to welding codes and standards.

****Industry Based Certification Option

Digital Media, Grade 8 Local Code: 7300
PEIMS Code: 13027800 *1 High School Credit Course

Digital media is a creative, business oriented approach to graphics arts, computer animation, video techniques, and
web design. Students will learn to use advanced multimedia techniques to create, organize, manage, and present
digital information in a variety of media formats.
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