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ATHLETIC PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

The combination of sports and academics can be a tremendous experience in a young
person’s life. A broad and sound sports program for all students can provide invaluable
experiences for the participants.

A sound, wholesome sports program will contribute to and offer involvement to all
students as participants, support groups, or as spectators. It will also serve the community by
providing entertainment and establishing a common ground of interest which will draw citizens
together in support of the various sports activities.

It is important to see athletics as a part of the total educational program. It should both
complement and contribute to the overall educational process. For many students it is the most
effective climate for learning the invaluable lessons for personal integrity, determination,
self-confidence, proper mental attitude, individual and group responsibilities and the desire to
achieve high goals; all of which should be the basic objectives of any sound educational system.

The establishment of a uniform Student-Athlete Handbook reflects the district’s concern
for the safety, well-being, and conduct of its athletes participating in all athletics. Since
extracurricular athletics are optional, those who choose to participate will be held to higher
standards of behavior and performance in and out of school. This Handbook is neither a contract
nor a substitute for the official district policy manual. Athletes and parents are reminded that
participation in interscholastic athletics is a privilege, not a right. In addition to obeying rules set
forth in the Stratford ISD policy and procedures, all students participating in Stratford ISD
athletics will be required to comply with the following guidelines and disciplinary regulations.
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BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

With the above objectives in mind, the following guidelines will be in place for all
athletes in the Stratford ISD athletic program.

1. Failure to pass any academic course will cause athletes to lose eligibility for a time as
prescribed by the UIL. Continued failure will result in dismissal from athletics. Weekly
progress reports will be passed out to the teachers. Those athletes having an average
below 70 in any class will be required to attend a weekly tutorial period directed by the
campus principal until their grade improves.

2. Athletes are expected to refrain from the use of profanity, lying, and vulgar or
disrespectful language.

3. Possession or use of marijuana, alcohol, tobacco, a controlled substance, a dangerous
drug, abusable glue, aerosol paint, steroids, or any other mood-changing, mind-altering,
or behavior affecting drug is strictly prohibited and will result in consequences as
outlined in the Stratford ISD Student Code of Conduct and an athlete’s elimination from
further participation in all extracurricular activities during the time of period of any
discipline assigned by the Head Coach or Athletic Director.

4. Athletes guilty of a misdemeanor offense are subject to discipline as outlined herein,
including but not limited to the loss of privileges.

5. Athletes under indictment for a felony offense will be suspended from all competitions
until a legal ruling is determined for the charges. The athlete will be subject to
consequences as outlined in the Stratford ISD Student Code of Conduct (e.g., disciplinary
alternative education program) and will lose the privilege of participation in
extracurricular activities. This is not a presumption of guilt but affords the accused time
to resolve the charge. This rule will be consistent with University Interscholastic League
Policy and Texas High School Coaches Association Code of Ethics.

After a legal ruling is determined, decisions regarding the student-athlete’s suspension
will fall under the authority of the Athletic Director and school administration.  The
following items will be considered to determine when the suspension will be removed.
● The level of the felony charge
● Sentencing (e.g., incarceration, fines and restitution, probation, deferred

adjudication)
● Past discipline records

6. Athletes engaging in any conduct which constitutes an infraction under Stratford ISD
Board Policy or the Stratford ISD Student Code of Conduct are subject to discipline
thereunder and may also include discipline as outlined herein, including but not limited to
the loss of privileges.

7. An excused absence from an Athletic activity is one in which a coach knows about it
beforehand or when an athlete has a doctor note. Other exceptions could apply at the sole
and absolute discretion of the Head Coach. The Head Coach will assign make-up work.
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8. An unexcused absence from an Athletic activity is one in which a coach does not know
about beforehand. The Head Coach will be responsible for Athletic make-up work.
Continual abuse could lead to suspension or dismissal from the team.

9. Unexcused Athletic tardies will be dealt with by the Head Coach of the sport.

10. Extracurricular participants have the responsibility to:
● Always remember they are representatives of their school, family and community -

they must make a constant effort to project a positive, respectful image.
● Always be considerate of those around them and actively avoid situations that may

reflect poorly on themselves and/or the Stratford ISD.
● Exhibit proper behavior - failure to do so will result in discipline in accordance with

the Stratford ISD Student Code of Conduct and this Handbook.
● Adhere to the specified guidelines and rules of their chosen activities.
● Adhere to the specified guidelines and rules of the Stratford ISD Student Code of

Conduct.

11. Our athletes will be issued the best possible equipment. It is the athlete’s responsibility to
keep up with this equipment and keep it clean and well-maintained. If equipment is lost,
it is the athlete’s financial responsibility. At no time is district equipment for personal use.

12. Quitting is an intolerable habit to acquire. A quitter may lose the privilege of
participation in all athletics. An athlete may quit a sport and remain in the athletics
program if the Head Coach and Athletic Director agree. Obviously, extenuating
circumstances will be dealt with separately. Also note that any athlete who quits or is
dismissed from a sport forfeits that sports athletic award.

13. Athletes will be required to attend spring off-season workouts if they intend to participate
in football or basketball the next year. Extenuating circumstances will be dealt with
separately.

14. Boy’s Athletic Program: If an athlete chooses not to play football but wants to
participate in basketball there are two options for the athlete:

a. The athlete can remain in the athletic period during football season and participate
as manager for the football program. When football season ends they will join the
basketball program with the other basketball participants.

b. Pending class schedule approval by the campus principal the athlete can take a
non-athletic class during football season. Once football season ends they will
drop the non-athletic class and join the basketball program with the other
basketball participants during the athletic period. (Note: a student dropping a class
during the school year will most likely lose credit for that class.)

15. Conflicts between extra-curricular activities can and will occur. When such conflict does
arise, the sponsors of such activities will get together to find a workable solution so that
the student does not feel in the middle. If a solution cannot be worked out, the decision
will be based on the following:
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a. The importance of each event;
b. The importance of the event to the athlete;
c. Talking with the parents as needed; and
d. The final decision rests with the student and the principal.

16. Athletes shall comply with the Stratford ISD Student Handbook, the Stratford ISD
Student Handbook, and campus rules governing student dress and grooming. In addition,
athletes will be expected to comply with any coach-specific requirements for the activity.
In addition, ragged jeans and t-shirts are not appropriate for travel. Girl’s hair will be
neat with no unnatural color. Boy’s hair will be neat, will not extend on their collar, will
not extend below the middle of the ear, and will have no unnatural color in it. There will
be no designs or odd cuts for boys or girls. Boys will have no facial hair or piercings of
any kind.  Athletes will not participate in contests if these conditions are not followed.

17. Everything posted in social media is public information – any text or photo placed online
is completely out of your control the moment it is placed online – even if security settings
are listed as “private.” Information (including pictures, videos, and comments) may also
be accessible even after removal. Once a photo or comment on a social networking site
has been posted, that photo or comment becomes the property of the site and may be
searchable even after being removed. Similar to comments made in person, Stratford ISD
will not tolerate disrespectful comments and behavior online, such as:
● Derogatory language or remarks that may harm other teammates, coaches, athletes, or

representatives of other schools, including comments that may disrespect opponents.
● Incriminating photos or statements depicting violence; hazing; sexual harassment, full

or partial nudity; inappropriate gestures; vandalism, stalking; underage drinking,
selling, possessing, or using controlled substances; or any other inappropriate
behaviors.

● Creating a serious danger to the safety of another person or making a credible threat
of serious physical or emotional injury to another person.

● Indicating knowledge of an unreported school or team violation—regardless if the
violation was unintentional or intentional.

18. Overnight Travel: Athletes who have the opportunity to travel in connection with the
Stratford ISD athletic event are representatives of the district and must exhibit exemplary
behavior at all times. Athletes who dress or act inappropriately while traveling to or from
a Stratford ISD activity may be suspended or removed from the event, depending upon
the nature.

All athletes who participate in school-sponsored trips are required to adhere to all
applicable school rules and regulations including, the Stratford ISD Student Code of
Conduct and this Handbook.

Student athletes who have the privilege of representing Stratford ISD on athletic trips that
require overnight travel hereby consent to the search and inspection both before or during
overnight trips. Students are expected to maintain responsibility for their possessions.
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19. Unsupervised Facility Use: Stratford ISD is fortunate to have facilities that the
community has provided for our student-athletes (track, fields, gyms, weight rooms, etc.).
In the event that a student is using any district facility outside of school hours while
unsupervised by a district employee, Stratford ISD will not be liable for any injuries that
may occur, and will also not be liable for any lost or stolen personal items.

20. Each extracurricular activity may have specific conduct expectations in addition to the
expectations outlined above. These guidelines will be outlined by the Athletic Director or
Head Coach of each sport, and the violation of which is subject to the punishments
outlined herein. . .

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES

The discipline outlined in this Handbook does not foreclose other punishment according
to Stratford ISD policy or procedure. Furthermore, punishment outlined in the Stratford ISD
Student Code of Conduct, Stratford ISD Board Policy, or this document does not foreclose
simultaneous implementation of discipline as outlined below.

Unless otherwise expressly outlined in the Stratford ISD Code of Conduct, Stratford ISD
Board Policy, or the above, offenses will be penalized as follows:

First offense: Punishment to be determined by the Head Coach. It should be
swift and reasonable.  It should not affect the team, if possible.

Second offense: Athletes will be suspended from competition for a one- week
period (7 days). He/she will be required to run 10 miles during
that time or they will remain suspended until completion.

Third offense: Athletes will be suspended from activities for a three-week period.
He/she will be required to run 20 miles during that time or they
will remain suspended until completion.

Fourth offense: Athletes will be suspended from activities for at least a one-year
period. At the end of this period; the Athletic Director may, at his
sole and absolute discretion, reinstate the athlete if a desire to
return has been shown.

Fifth offense: Athletes will be terminated from all activities.

Offenses are cumulative throughout a student’s High School career.

Before an athlete’s participation in all extracurricular activities is terminated, the alleged
infraction will be documented and a reasonable investigation of the allegation shall occur. The
investigator shall rely upon any reasonably reliable evidence as determined by the investigator.
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ATHLETIC LETTERING POLICY

An athletic letter award (letter or jacket) should require serious sacrifices on the part of
the student athlete. The school letter should be symbols of not only school pride, but also of hard
work and dedication in the classroom and on the playing field. If they are handed out as “favors,”
then the value of the award is diminished for all that have earned theirs the right way. If
sacrifices were not made, then the athlete does not deserve it.

In order to receive an athletic award each athlete must participate and complete district
competition on the varsity team.

By U.I.L. rules, each athlete can be awarded one (1) letter jacket during their high school
career.

FOOTBALL: 3 or More Varsity Games
BASKETBALL: 10 or More Varsity Games
TRACK: 3 or More Varsity Meets (must point at District Meet)
CROSS COUNTRY: 3 or More Varsity Meets
GOLF: 1 or More Varsity Tournaments

AND/OR have the unreserved recommendation of the head coach of the varsity sport
participated in.
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This Athletic Policy is reviewed and updated annually; however, policy adoption and revisions
may occur throughout the year. The district reserves the right to modify the Athletic Policy at
any time. Parents and athletes, please sign and return this form to show that you have received a
copy of the Stratford Athletic Policy. By signing this form, you agree to abide by the rules set
forth in this policy.

Thank you,

Matt Lovorn, Athletic Director

Print Athlete’s name

Athlete’s signature Date

Parent/Guardian’s signature Date
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