
 Total spending for the Valentine’s holiday topped $18.2 billion, according to the National Retail Federation. 
That's an average of $136.57 per person.  

 Jewelry was the most popular Valentine's Day gift: 20 percent of consumers spent a total of $4.3 billion, the 
NRF said.  

 Loved ones spent $2 billion on flowers, according to the NRF. The most popular Valentine's Day flowers are, 
naturally, roses; 250 million roses are produced for the holiday, the Society of American Florists said.  

 Don't forget chocolate and candy -- $1.7 billion was spent on candy alone, the NRF said.  
 But nothing can replace love letters. Couples exchanged 190 million greeting cards during Valentine's Day,    

according to the NRF. Americans spent $1 billion on cards, according to the Greeting Card Association.  

How Much Money Did Valentine's Day Cost? 

Cupid and Valentine’s Day 
In Roman mythology, Cupid is the son of Venus, the goddess of love. According to Roman mythology, 
Cupid fell madly in love with Psyche despite his mother’s jealousy over Psyche's beauty. When he 
married her, he also told her never to look at him. He visited her only at night.  
 
Psyche’s sisters convinced her to look at Cupid despite his warning. So she lit a lamp one night so she 
could see him. Cupid then left her. Psyche wandered aimlessly for a time, searching in vain for Cupid.  
 
She happened upon the temple of Venus. Venus, looking to destroy her, gave Psyche a series of peri-
lous tasks, each one more difficult than the preceding one. Her final task was to deliver a little box 
to the underworld and steal some of the beauty of Proserpine.  
 
She was warned not to open the box. But again, curiosity overcame her, and she opened 
the box. There was nothing in the box but deadly slumber. Cupid, who really loved Psy-
che all the while, came upon her lifeless body. He forgave Psyche and swept the deadly 
slumber back into the box. The gods then made Psyche a goddess. 

USA map showing states’ preferences for 
flowers or chocolate. 

St. Patrick’s Day Trivia 

What did the farmer give his wife 
for Valentine’s Day? 
HOGS AND KISSES 
 
What did the cucumber say to the 
pickle? 
YOU MEAN A GREAT DILL TO ME 
 
What do you write in a slug’s Val-
entine’s Day card? 
BE MY VALEN-SLIME 
 
What do you call two birds in 
love? 
TWEET-HEARTS 
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Truck Love 

 

Stratford High School students 

talk about their rides 

DJ Deanda: “Narco Blanco” 

Franky Olmos: “El Diablo” Matt Nusz: “Sally” 

Jesus Gonzalez: “El Angel” 

“I work on my truck more 
than I do school work” 

Ulysses says his is the best 
ride because “It’s One Of 
A Kind” 

“My truck is my priority 
because I am having to 
pay it off.” 

Carlos says his is the 
best ride because, “It’s 
low and slow.” 

“I’ve put too much mon-
ey and time in it for it 
not to be my priority.”  

DJ says his is the best 
because, “My truck 
doesn't talk back and it 
stays loyal.” 

“It gets me from point 
A to point B in style.” 
Franky thinks his is the 
best because “It’s 
straight one of a kind.” 

“It gets the job done,  gets 
me where I need to go, and 
it’s OBS (Old Body Style). 

Matt says his is the best 
because of “Turbo Sounds, 
Black Smock, And Stick 
Shift” 

Carlos Gonzalez: “Blue Demon” 

Reasons a truck is better than a girlfriend: 
Reason #1  “Your Truck Doesn’t Require Gifts” 
Reason #2  “Your Truck Has Fewer ‘Breaks Downs’ Lol” 
Reason #3  “Your Truck Never Complains” 
Reason #4  “Your Truck Goes Wherever You Want To Go” 
Reason #5  “Your Truck Never Runs Late” 
Reason #6  “Your Truck Loves Your Music” 
Reason #7  “Your Truck  Doesn’t Mind Getting A Little Dirty” 
Reason #8  “Your Truck Can Carry Its Own Stuff” 

My truck is my priority be-
cause it has my blood and 
sweat, plus my money. 
My truck is the best ride be-
cause my truck doesn’t cam-
ber. 
My truck is better than a girlf 
friend because I’ve had it for 1 
year, 2 months and 3 hours– 
longer than any relationship 
I’ve been in. 

Ulysses Romero: “Red Thunder” 



Band Accomplishments 

Dalia Martinez and Lilia Trayler competed at All-Area band on January 12th. They 

had competed at the regional contest and advanced to Area. If you are chosen as the 

top two chair, you perform for another audition. Depending on what instrument you 

play, only the top one or two chairs advance to the All State Band competition.  

Dalia placed fourth in the second audition. Congratulations on a job well done! 

Lilia placed 2nd and advanced to the All State competition. She traveled to San Anto-

nio February 12-17 and competed against the best flutes in the state. Congratula-

tions to Lilia for earning 3rd chair in the All State Band!  

High School Students Vote for 

Sweetest Boy and Girl at SHS 

Abraham Villegas, Jr.  Kheona Baston 



Saralyn Mace is the daughter of Valerie and Dennis. Her siblings are Denny and Matalin Mace. 

Three words to describe Sara are compassionate trustworthy, and responsible. In her free time, 

she likes to hangout with friends or watch Netflix. Her pet peeve is when people don’t try. If Sara 

could be really talented at one thing it would be at hair and makeup. If she could go anywhere in 

the world, she would go to Europe. One thing most people don’t know about Sara is that she is 

double-jointed in her arms. One person she admires is her mom because “she is the most caring 

person and works extremely hard so that we can have everything we need.” Sara’s dream vehicle 

is a Mercedes Benz. Her favorite song is ‘7 Rings’ by Ariana Grande. Her favorite restaurant is Olive 

Garden where she likes to order chicken alfredo.  

Arturo Vallejo is the son of Rosario and Rafael Vallejo. His siblings are Maripaz Vallejo and Alex 

Mateos. Three words to describe Arturo are funny, cool, and real. Arturo likes to hangout with 

friends and play Xbox in his free time. His pet peeve is people acting hurt or sad just to get atten-

tion. If he could be really talented at one thing it would be computer science. If Arturo could go 

anywhere in the world, he would go to Bali, Indonesia. One thing most people don’t know about 

Arturo is he likes to keep his room clean and he’s a clean person. He admires his parents because 

“they support me and are always there for me”. Arturo’s dream vehicle is a 2019 Dodge Ram 

1500 Limited. His favorite song is ‘Close Friends’ by Lil Baby. Arturo’s favorite restaurant is 

Taqueria Los Gallitos where he likes to order tacos.  

“A fancy 
restaurant 
and a ro-
mantic 
movie.” 
-Sara 

“Dancing 
and dinner 
and a res-
taurant.” 
-Gabriel 

“Picnic at the 
park followed 
by romantic 
stargazing.” 
-Spencer 

“Expensive 
 restaurant  
and riding 

around.” 
-Jasmyn 

“Watch movies, 
eat junk food, 
and talk” 
-Akira  

 

 
 

Other fun date ideas: 
 
Go bowling   Plant a garden    Ride bikes   Go fishing 
Watch the sunset  Go to an amusement park  Go for ice cream  Try karaoke 
Miniature golf   Share your favorite songs  Have coffee   Go for a run 
Go to a concert  Visit an animal shelter   Volunteer together  Fly kites
      



Shaylee Audrain is the daughter of Pistol and Jessica Audrain. Her siblings are 
Reaghan, Cody, Sam, and Fred Audrain (her cat). Three words to describe Shaylee 
are tall, athletic, and quirky. In her free time she reads or practices basketball. Her 
pet peeve can be anything  because she gets annoyed easily. If Shaylee could be 
really talented at one thing, she would be a gymnast. If she could go anywhere in 
the world, she would go to Paris, France. One thing most people do not know about 
Shaylee is that she has two different colored eyes. One person that Shaylee admires 
is her mom because she is like her best friend and is always there for her. Shaylee’s 
dream vehicle is an all blacked out Jeep Wrangler. Her favorite song is 7 Rings by 
Ariana Grande. Shaylee’s favorite restaurant is Olive Garden, and she likes to order 
fettuccine with no chicken.  

Iuden is the son of Lalo and Hilda Romero. His siblings are Jio, Gerardo, Hilda and 
Alex . Three words to describe Iuden are funny, hardworking, and caring. During his 
free time he works out or  chills with his friends. Iuden’s pet peeve is when people 
grab his phone. If he could be really talented at something, it would be rapping.  If  
Iuden  could go anywhere in the world, he would go to Paris. One thing most people 
do not know about Iuden is that he is pretty good at golf. Someone he admires is his 
dad because he’s a vey hard worker and he has done so much for his family. Iuden’s 
dream vehicle is a Dodge Demon. His favorite song is Freestyle by Lil Baby. Iuden’s 
favorite restaurant is B-Dubs (Buffalo Wild Wings) , and his favorite thing to order is 
the Big Jack Daddy Burger.  

How Did You Meet Your Spouse? 

Mrs. Riffe 
I have known my husband since we were 
both 4 years old and attending “singing 
school” (which was at a little old lady’s 
house here in Stratford where parents sent 
their children before they started kinder-
garten so they could start learning how to 
socialize, follow rules, etc.) We’ve been 
married 30 years. 

Mr. Wright 
During the Canadian basketball tournament 
in 2008. We made eye contact in the middle 
of a game, and it was all downhill from there. 
I introduced myself to her at the concession 
stand, and we hit it off immediately. We 
stayed in contact until college where we 
started dating. We have been married for 2 
years and some change. It’s been the longest 
2 years of my life!  LOL 

Mrs. C. Hudson 
I met my spouse 20 years ago through my 
5th grade bestie (who was his cousin). Alt-
hough not knowing at that time that I 
would marry him 15 years down the road, 
he was just my best friend’s ornery little 
cousin! We ended up dating and growing 
together in these very halls. We went to 
the same college and married July 2013.  
We are on our 5th year of marriage. 

Mrs. S. Hudson 
We are the same age and have 
known each other since attend-
ing Mrs. Plunk’s singing school at 
4 years old and continuing our 
friendship through our high 
school year at SHS. We never 
dated until after we graduated. 
We both are 1983 Graduates of 
SHS and will be married 34 years 
in May. 

Coach Wyatt 
I met my spouse at the bank drive-
thru. Another coach went into the 
drive-thru the wrong way so we 
were face to face and had to talk to 
each other. The other coach just sat 
there, not saying a word, so I asked 
for some gum. That’s a great pick-up 
line, guys. “Can I have some more 
gum?” We will celebrate 14 years of 
marriage in July. 



Shaylee Audrain 1st 
Charles Harbour 2nd 
Corey Nixon 13th 
Abby Law 14th  
Rese Schoonover 17th 
Eimy Mendoza 24th  
Jennifer Torres 24th 
Jose Vega 26th  
Jenifer Ruiz 31st 

Bryce Killian 3th 
Tyson Brooks 6th 
Akira Vacio 8th  
Dalia Martinez 14th 
Emily Barajas 15th 
Susie Coj-Tzoc 20th  
Alejandra Portillo 22th 
Eugenia Almendarez 23th 
Isaac Gonzalez 27th  
Rebecca Favela  28th  
Lilia Trayler 28th 

Lizania Nunez 10th 
Brianda Pinon 10th  
Miranda Pinon 10th 
Luis Mendoza 17th 
Janeht Bravo 23th 
Oscar Sauzameda 25th 
Ulysses Romero 25th  
Marcela Favela 27th  
Tifany Soto 31st 

 

January  

The Class of 2020, accompanied by their families and fellow 
classmates, received their Josten’s class rings on  

December 12, 2018.  
 

The Stratford FCCLA hosted 

their annual 

Valentine’s Day Fundraiser.  

They sold cookies and sodas to 

the town.  

They raised money to attend the 

State convention in Dallas, TX. 

FCCLA appreciates all of your 

support.  

Pictured Left to Right: Zhander Lewis, Tifany Soto , 

Katelin Berry, Tyler Stone, Brenda Portillo, and Corey 

Nixon 

SOAP performing for SHS prior to district competition. 



Congratulations to Katelin Berry for signing with Western Texas College to play 

golf, Remie Seward for signing with OPSU to cheer and Shaylee Audrain for 

signing with OPSU to play basketball. Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Lilia Trayler for making 3rd chair in the All-State Band 



Top Nine Places to Visit in Texas During Spring Break 

By Nicholas Payne 

There are a plethora of places to go to during spring break. You 
can go to South Padre Island. It is filled with college students go-
ing to concerts and spending time at the beach. It is a place that is 
not filled with family orientated activities during spring break. Lake Texoma is another 
great option, located on the Oklahoma-Texas border, spanning a staggering 89,000 
acres. Lake Texoma has many fishing and picnic spots along the lake’s bank. There is 
also plenty of camping and hiking in the surrounding area. Galveston is another beach 
town, one of the most popular in Texas - it is filled with more family-oriented experi-

ences. You can go to the Seawall or go to Schlitterbahn Water Park. Corpus Christi has the Texas State Aquar-
ium, South Texas Botanical Gardens and the USS Lexington as well as the gorgeous beach. San Marcos, home 
to Texas State University, is filled with the college crowd floating down the San Marcos River, shopping, or 
eating at restaurants. Port Aransas has some of the best fishing spots, as wells as beaches away from the col-
lege crowd. Austin, the live music capital of the world, has a three-week music festival in March, SXSW, turn-
ing the entire city into a music venue. San Antonio has the River Walk, the Alamo and the Government Can-
yon State Natural Area for a more secluded spring break in nature.  Lastly, you could visit New Braunfels 
where you can tube down the Comal river or visit Schlitterbahn water park. 

The ELK EXPRESS staff 

Top to bottom: Ulysses 

Romero, Nick Payne, Astrid 

Valenzuela, Eimy Mendoza, 

Emily Barajas, Xenia Franco, 

Annahi Ruiz, Lilia Trayler, Judy 

Stoy, Nadia Ortega, Remie 

Seward and Renee Lawrence 


