
 
 

Carlisle School District 
Frequently Asked Questions  

Concerning the Return to School in 2020-2021  
 
Name Acronym 

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education  DESE 

Arkansas Department of Health ADH 

Arkansas Athletic Association AAA 

Gifted And Talented Education GATE 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention  CDC 

Individualized Education Program  IEP 

English Language Learners ELL 

Online Learning Facilitator OLF 

 

 



 
 
 

Question Answer 

What are my student’s options for learning? Carlisle School District will provide 2 options for students for the 2020-2021 school year for 

students: a traditional school option with a blended option or completely virtual. 

1. On Site Face-to Face Learning with a Blended (Face-to-Face and Virtual) Learning 

Approach 

Students who choose this option will engage in on-site, in the classroom, learning as close 
to traditional school as possible. On this learning plan, students report to school for a full 

day of instruction on each school day, just as they have in the past. The main mode of 

delivery will still be face to face instruction.  Blended Learning means that instruction will 

be established virtually through Google Classroom. In the event that a student must be 

absent due to illness or quarantine order, that individual would transition to learning from 

home for a limited amount of time. This structure will also allow the district to rapidly 

transition to a fully virtual approach in the event that pandemic restrictions required us to 

do so. 

 

2. Carlisle School District All Virtual Option 

Students who enroll in this option will complete all coursework from home via Google 

Classroom (Grades 3-12) or SeeSaw (Grades PK-2) 

When is the first day of school? School will begin on Thursday, August 13th for the 2020-2021 school year.  

What will the attendance policy be? Aside from absences due to COVID-19 or quarantine, the current student attendance 

policies will remain in effect. This does NOT mean a child should come to school sick with 

any illness. Under the current policy, students who miss an excessive amount of days due 

to illness or other extenuating circumstances may address the student’s absences with 

school administration and avoid loss of credit.  

Will face coverings be required? Currently, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the Arkansas Department of Health 



 

(ADH) recommends all individuals 10 years old and over wear a face covering. The district 
strongly recommends that students in grades fourth and above  wear face coverings when 
physical distancing cannot be achieved. Please know that it is not the responsibility of 
teachers to ensure that students are wearing their masks because it is not a district 
requirement. However, in the event that we have an increase in the number of positive 
cases of COVID-19, face coverings could be required. We will continue to monitor the 
guidelines from the Arkansas Department of Health and the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education and will update our policies as new information becomes available. 
All adults in the building will be required to wear a face mask 

Do we need our own masks or will the school 
provide them? 

The district will provide all students with two washable face masks. Students may wear 
their own masks if they are appropriate.  

Will bus transportation be provided? Bus transportation for students attending school on site will be provided as has been done 
in the past. Guidelines for transportation will be sent as soon as they become available.   

Will the school day be normal? The district is working to ensure a safe learning environment for all students.  While many 
of the guidelines and precautions are required, the district is dedicated to ensuring as 
normal of a school day as possible for students and staff. 

Will elementary students still participate in 
activity classes? 

Yes, students will participate in activity classes. 

Will elementary students have recess? Yes, students will be allowed to have recess as normal. There may be restrictions that limit 
the number of students they come in contact with. Additionally, our staff will frequently 
sanitize the playground equipment.  

Will social distancing guidelines be observed? Social distancing will be observed as much as possible during the school day.  The district 
highly recommends and strongly encourages that students wear a mask to school, 
especially for those times when social distancing cannot be accomplished. 

Will classrooms be arranged differently to protect 
students? 

Some classrooms may have to adjust the layout of desks and centers to accommodate 
social distancing to the greatest extent possible. 

If an individual tests positive for COVID-19, what 
will happen? 

If an individual tests positive for COVID-19, the district COVID-19 point of contact will notify 
ADH for COVID-19 and follow their guidance for cleaning, disinfecting, and contact tracing. 



 

Will students and staff be screened daily? Students and staff will be screened daily before they enter the building.  If a student or 
staff member feels sick throughout the day, they will immediately be sent to the nurse’s 
office for evaluation. 

What grade levels can enroll in the virtual learning 
program? 

Students in grades PK-12 may select to participate in the virtual learning program. 

If my students choose the virtual option, will they 
be allowed to participate in extracurricular 
activities? 

Virtual students will be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities as the virtual 
option is provided to serve those students who are concerned about returning to onsite 
activities. 

What will Open House look like? The district will post plans concerning Open House at a later date through social media. 

Will students be able to participate in 
extracurricular activities and sports this fall? 

Yes, the district will continue to follow ADH and AAA guidelines concerning extracurricular 
activities. 

Where will lunches be served? Lunches will be served in the cafeteria on a rotating schedule to allow for the maximum 
amount of social distancing. 

What special precautions will be implemented in 
regard to cleaning and sanitizing? 

 

In addition to normal daily cleaning and sanitizing, extra precautions will be in place at each 
campus. Frequently touched services and high traffic areas will be cleaned throughout the 
day. 

If a student comes to school sick, what will 
happen? 

If a student comes to school sick, the student will be sent to the nurse’s office for 
evaluation. All students should be fever free for 48 without medication prior to returning 
to school. 

Will students have the same arrival and dismissal 
times?  

Yes, students will have the same arrival and dismissal times as previous years.  Students 
will be expected to wash or sanitize their hands throughout the day. 

What advice do you have for students with special 
needs or weakened immune systems and 
pre-existing conditions?  

The district will be prepared to accommodate students with special needs through both 
onsite and offsite instruction. Our Special Education instructors will be taking extra 
precautions when working with students. If parents have concerns about their students 
who may be at high-risk because of COVID-19, they may explore the virtual learning option, 
which allows the student to continue to receive live instruction from their assigned 
teacher. 



 

Can I visit the school, classroom, or eat lunch with 
my student? 

Visitors will not be allowed in the school except for the school entrance, based on ADH 
guidance. Parents will not be allowed to eat with their children. Visits to the school will be 
limited to essential activity. 

Can I walk my child into the school? No, parents and guardians may not walk them into the school, but they may walk their 
student to the school entrance. 

In the event of school closure or student 
sickness/quarantine, how will the district serve 
students who have special needs?  

Speech, physical therapy, occupational therapy, dyslexia and mental health services will be 
offered through teletherapy, with parental consent if the student is participating in virtual 
learning.  

Can we select to use paper packets if school is 
virtual? 

No, paper packets will not be distributed. 

What happens if schools are prevented from 
having onsite instruction again? 

If school, classes, or students are prevented from having onsite instruction, students will 
pivot to virtual learning.  Teachers will deliver instruction through Google Classroom. 
Students will participate in virtual learning and submit completed assignments. 

When is the deadline to apply for virtual 
enrollment at the Carlisle School District? 

All parents will declare how you intend to send your child to school. You can either fill out 
this form or go to each schools' office and fill out a paper copy. You will have until July 24, 
2020 to complete this form via online or face to face. If you have any questions, please call 
Carlisle School District Superintendent, William Rountree.  

  

If you have any additional questions, please contact any district administrators: 
 

William Rountree, Superintendent: 
wrountree@carlisle.k12.ar.us 

 

BJ Greene, High School Principal: 
bgreene@carlisle.k12.ar.us 

Wes Rowland, Elementary Principal: 
wrowland@carlisle.k12.ar.us  

 Megan Aukes, K-12 Assistant Principal: 
maukes@carlisle.k12.ar.us  
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