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WELCOME FROM PRINCIPAL 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year at Ross Elementary! 

 
The mission of Ross Elementary is to work with the families of our students to create a 
safe, diverse environment where high expectations for student achievement and 
character development prepare students with the essential skills for success in today’s 
world. 

 
Your children are our priority.  Our staff works hard to ensure children grow 
academically and socially in a positive learning environment. Building expectations are 
included in this handbook; please review with your student.  Classroom rules and 
procedures will be explained at the Title I Parent night at the beginning of the school 
year. 

 
Family involvement is a crucial factor in a child’s education. We encourage parents to 
be actively involved as we form new partnerships between home and school. Please 
feel free to call or visit if you have any questions, comments, compliments or concerns. 
We are here to help! 

 
Remember that as a team we can make the most of your child’s educational 
experience. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Loder 
Principal 
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Jayne Diaz Assistant Principal 
Melanie Newberry Head Secretary 
Debbie Buckley Clerk 
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Noemy Valverde Para educator-443 
Cherie Kerr Para educator-443 
Jessica Maupin Para educator-443 
Leslie De Luna Para educator-443 
Cindy Ruiz Para educator-443 
Lauren Schriner Para educator-443 
Melissa Hernandez Para educator-443 



Brittany Palmberg Para educator-443 
Judy Harris Para educator-613 
Corrine Torrez Para educator-613 
Le Anne Reeves Para educator-613 
Jason Taylor Head Custodian 
Gabriela Garcia Night Custodian 
Salvador Quinones Night Custodian 
Elizabeth  Castrejon Torres Kitchen Manager 
Maria Cabello Kitchen 
Laura Garcia Kitchen 
Maria Rivera Kitchen 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
SITE COUNCIL 
The purpose of the Site Council is to provide advice and counsel to the school in 
evaluating performance goals and objectives. They determine methods which could be 
used by the school to meet the goals and objectives. The council serves as a liaison 
between the school, school organizations, the community and the local Board of 
Education by collecting and disseminating information about school improvement. An 
annual report is sent to the Board of Education every year. 

 
The council meets the last Tuesday of scheduled months at 11:30 AM. It is an 
open meeting and everyone is welcome.  Please see school calendar for 
scheduled dates.   

 
 
 
PARENT/TEACHER ORGANIZATION 
We are proud of our Parent-Teacher Organization. All parents and staff members are 
welcome. Our parents in cooperation with school staff will provide many services for our 
students. These include, but are not limited to: sponsoring school parties, assisting with 
field trips, carnivals, fundraising, school t-shirts, etc. 

 
We invite you to become involved in this important organization. The PTO meets; the 4

th 

Tuesday of each month at 5:30 PM. For more information, contact the school office. 
 
 
 
DAILY SCHEDULE (SCHOOLS HOURS) 
7:25 AM - Doors open for breakfast 
7:25-7:50 AM - Breakfast Served 
8:00 AM – 3:15 PM – School Day 



MAKE UP WORK 
Students will be permitted one school day to make up missed school work for each 
day’s absence. In addition, one day’s “grace” will be added to this make up time. (For 
example, if a child is absent three school days, he/she will have until the close of school 
on the fourth day following the absence to make up the work). At the discretion of the 
teacher make up work can be given before or following a known absence. 

 
 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES AND TREATS 
Treats brought to school must be commercially packaged and be wellness plan 
approved. Please talk to the teacher the day before you bring treats to find out the 
number of students in the class and the best time to bring treats and if the treats meet 
the wellness plan guide. Bringing treats is optional not mandatory. A book for the 
classroom or school library in honor of the birthday student is a wonderful gift for the 
school in place of treats. Party invitations may be brought for distribution if there is an 
invitation for every child in the classroom.  

 
ATTENDANCE  
  (BOE Policy JB) 

The best learning takes place when students are present every day, have a regular 
exchange of ideas, and are under the direction of certified staff who understands the 
learning process. The opportunity for success will be greatly enhanced when students 
attend classes regularly. 
 

A child is required by law to attend school. The school district has adopted a 
practice of pursuing unexcused absences and will take cases to truancy court. 
Truancy is defined by State Law to be unexcused absences for three consecutive 
days, any five unexcused absences in a semester or seven unexcused absences in 
a school year, whichever comes first. (Statute # 72-1113 Article 11) 

 
Steps to follow when absent:  (Excused absences are subject to principal 
approval.) 

• Parent or guardian must phone the school and inform the office of the child’s 
absence before 8:45 a.m. on the day of absence.  For the safety of the 
children, if the school’s office has not heard from the parent or guardian, the 
school will call home or work to verify the reason for absence. 

• Parent or guardian should write and sign an excuse giving the name, the 
date, the day(s) of absence, and the reason for the student’s absence. 

• If your child is absent for three consecutive days, the principal may require a 
permit from the doctor. 

• Parents of student(s) absent more than three days for any reason other than 
illness must fill out an Absence from School Contract form prior to the 
extended absence from school. This form is available in the school office. 

• If a child arrives at school after 10:00 a.m., he/she will be considered absent 
for that day. 

 
The building principal is authorized to report students who have unexcused 
absences to the appropriate authorities such as the Kansas Department for 
Children and Families (DCF) or the county or district attorney. 



 
Students are tardy if they are not in their classrooms at their school designated 
start time. 

 
ATTENDANCE (Kansas Statute 72-1106 School term) 
A school term during which public school shall be maintained in each school year 
by each school district organized under the laws of this state shall consist of not 
less than 1,116 hours. 

 
 
 

Absences will be recorded for the AM and PM sessions. If students are out of class 
more than 1 hour and 40 minutes (half of the morning session) the time gone will 
be counted as a 1/2 day absence. Attendance will be taken in the morning by the 
teachers. The office staff or nurse checking students in or out will record the half- 
day/full-day absences during the day, if it changes from the first recorded absence in 
the morning. Absences will be recorded in Skyward. Tardies will also be recorded in 
Skyward. 

 
PLAYGROUND RULES 

• Follow directions of the adults in charge. 
• Stay in the assigned area. 
• Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself. No fighting, hitting or throwing of 

dangerous objects (rocks, sand, etc.). 
• No swearing or teasing.  No obscene gestures. 
• No bullying 
• Use playground equipment appropriately 
• Line up immediately when the bell rings.  Enter the building following the 

direction of the supervisor on duty. 
• Practice good sportsmanship and good manners. 
• Use all equipment properly and safely. 

A.  Go down slides correctly.  Running up the slide is 
prohibited. 

B.  Swing correctly – do not twist swings, do not run in 
front of children who are swinging and do not pull 
children out of swings. 

C.  Do not sit on the top of hand walking bars. 



BUILDING RULES 
• Follow directions.  Obey every staff member in the building, not just 

your own teacher. 
• Be in school, in your seat, at 8:00 AM. 
• Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself. No hitting or fighting. 
• No running in the hallways or classrooms. 
• No swearing or put downs.  No obscene gestures. 
• No bullying 
• No defacing of the building in any way. 
• No illegal drugs or alcohol will be allowed on school property. 
• No Gum 
 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
Cell phones, pagers, digital music devices (iPods, MP3 players, walkmans, CD 
players, etc.), hand operated electronic games, and/or other items determined 
by an administrator are to be powered off and concealed during class since they 
interfere with the learning environment.  (NOTE:  Smart Watches: These devices 
may be used as a watch ONLY during school hours. If calls/ messages are sent 
and/or accessed during school hours, these devices will be considered electronic 
devices and will be treated as such.   
First offense, the item will be confiscated and stored in the office. A referral will be 
issued to the student citing inappropriate use of technology.  Subsequent offenses 
will be viewed as insubordination, resulting in further disciplinary action up to and 
including short term suspension. The item confiscated will only be released to 
parents/guardians. 

 
The school is not responsible for the theft of personal electronic devices brought to 
school. 

 
 
LUNCH ROOM RULES 

• Keep hands and feet to yourself while standing in line and at the table. 
• Eat only your own food. 
• Stay in your seat unless you have permission to leave the table. Raise 

your hand to ask a question. 
• No swearing or put downs.  No obscene gestures. 
• No bullying 
• No throwing of food, napkins, or other objects. 
• Water is also available along with milk at lunch time, but not as a replacement. 
• District Wellness Policy will be followed 
• CHAMPS expectations will be followed 

 
  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION RULES 

• It is recommended to have a pair of tennis shoes to participate. 
• No talking when the teacher is talking. 
• No gum or candy in class. 
• You must have a note from a parent to be excused from gym class for 

that day.  For over three days, you must have a doctor's written excuse. 
• The P.E. teacher will notify parents if a problem should arise in the classroom. 



• Some gym classes will be held outdoors, please dress accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 
The safety of our children is very important to us.  Please help us keep your 
children safe by following these parking lot safety rules. 

• No stopping on Sixth Avenue to pick up students. 
• Parents are NOT allowed to pick up students in the back parking lot. 

This area is reserved for staff parking and for busses. 
• There is only one lane of traffic for the pick up lane. Please do NOT try to 

create a second lane. 
• The pick up lane is for PICK UP ONLY.  DO NOT park in this lane and get out 

of your car.  This line of traffic should keep moving. When the car in front of 
you moves up you should also move. This is the only way that the cars in the 
back of the line can move up. Your child will not be allowed to meet you at the 
corner for pick up. You MUST move to the front of the building for your child 
to come to your vehicle. 

• Children will not be allowed to run through the parking lot to their vehicle.  If you 
do not want to wait in the pick up lane you MUST park in a designated parking 
space, walk through the cross walk and get your child. 

• Do NOT park in the handicap parking spaces unless you have a tag that gives 
you permission to do so. This is a legal issue and tickets will be issued. 

• Do NOT park in the lanes BETWEEN the parking stalls.  This is not only a safety 
issue but also prevents others from leaving their parking stalls. 

• ONLY right hand turns are allowed out of the parking lot during pick up and drop 
off times. This helps the flow of traffic. 

• Please call the school office if you have any suggestions or concerns. 
 
If everybody will follow these simple rules the parking lot will be a much safer place. 

Thank you for taking the time to read these rules. 



School Information 
 

Principal School 
 

Martha Mendoza Beeson 
Tele#: 620-471-2113 
Fax#: 620-227-1745 

 
Bill Pittman Central 

Tele#: 620-471-2104 
Fax#: 620-227-1721 

 
Marc Woofter Comanche Middle School 
Rachel Pitchford Tele#: 620-371-1100 
Justin Briggs Fax#: 620-339-4802 

 
Jacque Feist Dodge City High School 
Michael Martinez Tele#: 620-471-2110 
Cherry Deges Fax#: 620-227-1680 

 
Michael King Dodge City Middle School 
Pam Algrim Tele#: 620-471-2100 
Faye Wells Fax#: 620-227-1731 

 
Amy Olivares Linn 

Tele#: 620-471-2114 
Fax#:  620- 227-1722 

 
Tim Skinner Miller 

Tele#: 620-471-2102 
Fax#: 620-227-1723 

 
Kim Armstrong Northwest 

Tele#: 620-471-2115 
Fax#: 620-227-1724 

 
Amy Loder Ross 
Jayne Diaz Tele#: 620-471-2103 

Fax#: 620-339-4809 
 

Greg Preston Soule 
Tele#: 620-471-2116 
Fax#: 620-227-1719 

 
John Montford Sunnyside 

Tele#: 620-471-2112 
Fax#: 620-227-1727 

 
Erica Teran Wilroads 

Tele#: 620-471-2101 
Fax#: 620-227-1728 



DATES TO REMEMBER - Ross Elementary   
 
 
August 02 - District Wide Enrollment 7AM - 7 PM 
August 14 - Ross Open House 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
August 15 - First day of school 
August 21 - Ross Parent Night--Kinder-2nd Grade - 5:30- 6:30 PM 
August 23 - Ross Parent Night--3rd-5th Grade - 5:30- 6:30 PM  
 
September 03 - NO SCHOOL / Labor Day Break  
September 18 - Title I Math Parent Activity- 5:30- 6:30 PM 
September 20 - Student Count Day 
September 20 - Fall Pictures 
September 25 - Muffins for Math – 8:15 AM 
September 25 - Ross Site Council 11:30 AM 
September 25 - Ross PTO Meeting 5:30 PM 
September 26 - 90 minute LATE START (Ross 9:30 AM) 
 
 
October 11–4th Grade Music Program 6:00 PM / 5th Grade Music Program 7:00 PM 
October 11 - End of 1st Quarter 
October 12 - NO SCHOOL / Teacher Workday 
October 17 - Pre-K-5th Grade Parent-Teacher Conferences 3:30-6:00 PM 
October 18 - Pre-K- Parent-Teacher Conferences 12:30-7:00 PM 
October 18 - Pre-K-5th Grade NO SCHOOL 
October 19 - Pre-K-5th Grade NO SCHOOL  
October 24 - Awards Assembly-Grades K-2 2:00 PM / Grades 3-5 2:30 PM 
October 25 - Fall Picture Retakes 
October 30 - Ross Title I Activity –2:15-3:15 PM 
 
November 05 - NO SCHOOL / Staff Development 
November 15 –2nd Gr. Music Program 6:00 PM / 3rd Gr. Music Program 7:00 PM 
November 21-23 - NO SCHOOL / Thanksgiving Break  
November 27 - Muffins for Math – 8:15 AM 
November 27 - Site Council 11:30 AM 
November 27 - PTO Meeting – 5:30 PM 
 
December 12 - 90 minute LATE START (Ross 9:30 AM)  
December 20 - January 4 - NO SCHOOL-Teacher Workday/Christmas Break 
 
January 07 - CLASSES RESUME / FIRST DAY OF SECOND SEMESTER  
January 11 - Awards Assembly-Grades K-2 2:00 PM / Grades 3-5 2:30 PM 
January 21 - NO SCHOOL 
January 29 - Muffins for Math – 8:15 AM 
January 29 - Ross Site Council 11:30 AM 
January 29 - Ross PTO Meeting 5:30 PM 
 
February 06 - Global School Day of Play 2:00-3:15 PM 
February 14 - 90 minute LATE START (Ross 9:30 AM) 
February 18 - NO SCHOOL – President’s Day 
February 21 - Spring Pictures 
 
 



 
March 01 - Dr. Seuss Day 
March 08 - End of Third Quarter 
March 08 - NO SCHOOL / Teacher Workday 
March 11-15 - NO SCHOOL / Spring Break 
March 20 - Pre-K-5th Parent-Teacher Conferences – 3:30-6:00 PM  
March 21 - PreK-5th Parent-Teacher Conferences – 12:30-7:00 PM 
March 20 & 21 - Science Fair (Setup on March 19) 
March 22 - NO SCHOOL 
March 27 - Awards Assembly-Grades K-2 2:00 PM / Grades 3-5 2:30 PM 
 
April 18-22 - NO SCHOOL - Easter Break 
April 23 - Ross Muffins for Math 8:15 AM 
April 23 - Ross Site Council 11:30 AM 
April 23 - PTO Meeting - 5:30PM 
April 25 - 1st Grade Music Program – 6:00 PM 
 
May 08 - 90 minute LATE START (Ross 9:30 AM)  
May 09 - Meet your Grade level teacher 5:30-7:00 PM 
May 21 - Awards Assembly-Grades K-2 2:00 PM / Grades 3-5 2:30 PM 
May 22 - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL- Play Day/ 5th Grade Clap Out 


