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       Instructional Program Alternatives 

 
 Sheltered 

Instruction in 
English:  Content 

Based ESL Classes 

Newcomer 

Program 

Pace Program 

Two-way 

Immersion 

Language Goals Academic 

English 

Proficiency 

English 

Proficiency 

Bilingualism 

Cultural Goals Understanding of 

and integration 

into mainstream 

American 

Culture. 

Understanding 

of and 

integration into 

mainstream 

American 

Culture. 

Maintenance/ 

Integration into 

mainstream 

American culture 

and appreciation 

of other cultures. 

Academic 

Goals 

Same as 

district/program 

goals for all 

students. 

Varied Same as 

district/program 

goals for all 

students. 

Student 

Characteristics 

Limited  

English some  

mix, native and 

non-native 

English 

speakers. 

Limited or no 

English. Low 

level literacy. 

Recent arrival, 

variety of 

language/cultural 

backgrounds. 

Native English 

speakers and 

students with 

limited or no 

English. 

Variety of 

cultural 

backgrounds. 

Grades Served Fifth and Sixth 
grade students. 

2-6 at 

elementary. 7-12 

at middle and 

high school. 

K-8, preferably 
K-12. 

Entry Grades Fifth grade Most students 

enter in middle 

or high school. 

K,1 

Length of student 

participation 

Varied: 1-2 years or 
as needed. 

Usually 1 to 3 

semesters. 

Usually 6 yrs (+K). 
Preferably 12 years 

(+K). 

Participation of 

Mainstream 

Teachers 

Yes: Preferable if 
mainstream 

teachers have SI 

training. 

Yes: Mainstream 

teachers must 

have SI training. 

Yes: Mainstream 
teachers with 

special  training. 

Teacher 

Qualifications 

Teacher must be 
certified ESL, 

bilingual, or on a 

plan.  Content 
teachers with SI 

training.  Preferably 

bilingual. 

Regular 

certification. 

Training in SI 

preferably 

bilingual. 

Bilingual-
immersion 

certification. 

Bilingual 
proficiency. 

Multicultural 

training. 

Instructional 

Materials, texts, 

visual aids 

In English with 

adaptations; 

visuals; realia; 
culturally 

appropriate.  With 

native language 
support 

In L1 or in 

English with 

adaptations. 

In minority 

language and 

English, as required 
by curriculum of 

study. 
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Purpose for Newcomer Program: 

 

The purpose of the Newcomer classroom is to provide a high quality instructional 

program (PL 107-110 Sec. 3102 [4]) for newly arrived students in grades 2-6 whose first 

language is not English.  Students enrolled in the Newcomers Program have little or no 

English language proficiency and are at the beginner to low-intermediate level of 

language proficiency.  These students may fall within the “Pre-Production” to the “Early 

Production” stage of language acquisition and are beginning to, or continuing to refine 

their communication skills in English.  In the Newcomer Program students are provided 

the time and opportunity to build their academic language proficiency in English, as well 

as their communicative competence for informal conversation.  As such, emphasis in this 

course is placed on developing listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills for 

effective communication in English and academic success.  The student will become 

familiarized with the structure of the school and learn about the differences in cultures 

through lessons that are culturally relevant to the students’ new environment, i.e. the U.S. 

and, specifically, Kansas.  The Newcomer student will read extensively in multiple 

genres from literature selected to challenge the students appropriately considering their 

level of language proficiency.  Throughout the program students will read, write, speak 

and comprehend English with increasing accuracy while developing their vocabulary and 

knowledge in English.  

 

Students enrolled in the Newcomer Program are recent immigrant students whose first 

language is a language other than English.  The native language of the student serves as 

the foundation for English language acquisition.  Cognitive skills transfer from one 

language to another, and students literate in their first language will apply these skills and 

other academic proficiencies to the second language (English).  

 

Students enrolled in this course may be at different levels in listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing, but every Limited English Proficient (LEP) student enrolled scored below 

the designated level of language proficiency on the state-approved oral language 

proficiency test used by the district.  Students are at the low-beginner to low-intermediate 

level of language proficiency and may understand more than they can produce.  These 

students often fall somewhere within the “Pre-Production” stage and the “Early 

Production” stage of language acquisition.  Additionally, second language learners in this 

course may draw upon the resources of their language and culture as they acquire 

English. 

 

Upon entry the Newcomer student may not be able to demonstrate comprehension in 

English at all.  Because the student may, or may not, be able to produce messages in 

English, the student may use the listening process to improve comprehension and oral 

skills in English.  Beginner English for the students may include one/two word responses 

and may use salutations (greetings) and other memorized key phrases or non-verbal cues 

to communicate and/or respond.  Through listening and speaking in meaningful 

interactions, he/she clarifies, distinguishes, and evaluates ideas and responses in a variety 

 



Revised 09/07/07  3 

of situations.  Teaching with effective learning strategies in addition to modifying or 

using adapted instructional resources is appropriate. 

 

Some Newcomer students exhibit additional first language and/or academic needs due to 

their previous educational experience that may include interrupted and/or limited 

schooling.  These needs as well as acculturation issues should be addressed when making 

programmatic and instructional decisions. 

 

 

Limited knowledge of English structure and vocabulary is neither related to the 

students’ intellectual capabilities, nor their ability to use higher-order thinking 

skills.  Literacy development across the content areas is essential in building academic 

skills in a second language and can accelerate the learning of both English language skills 

and higher-order thinking skills.  

 

Teacher Requirements: 

 

The Newcomer teacher must be Kansas State Certified.  It is recommended, but not 

required for the Newcomer teacher to posses an endorsement in English as a Second 

Language (ESL) or Bilingual/Multicultural Education.  However, the teacher must be on 

a plan to receive an endorsement.  Additionally, the teacher must have experience 

teaching multicultural populations and have awareness in the process of second language 

acquisition. 

 

The teachers selected for the Newcomer classroom are interviewed by a team of 

educational professionals seeking the most appropriate educator who will meet the needs 

of the students within the program.  Newcomer teachers must possess a compassion for 

students with various needs and cultural differences.  The teachers must be able to work 

with monolingual students and teach in many different ways to reach students of multiple 

intelligences.  With this in mind, the teachers must be aware of the multiple intelligence 

(MI) theory. (Howard Gardner, 1983). 

 

Instructional education inservice regarding programs and curricula to limited English 

proficient students are scientifically research based.  PL 107-110 115 Stat. 1691 (1)©(i).     

 

Student Objectives: 

 

1) Students will develop a vocabulary of Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills 

(BICS) needed for transition into the regular education classroom using                  

simple conversation for social and emergency situations.  PL 107-110 Sect.    

3102 (1).  

 

2) Students will have native language support while developing Cognitive           

Academic Languange Proficiency (CALP) in the content areas.   
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3) Students will learn a foundation vocabulary using the Dolch Word List to begin a 

comprehensible understanding of the second language.  

 

4) Students will make inferences about language using cognate recognition. 

 

5) Students will be taught level appropriate content aligned with the district          

learner outcomes from the USD 443 Curriculum Guides. 

 

Student Learner Outcomes:  

  

Students will develop general oral BICS in the following subjects through  integrated 

thematic units.   

 Numbers   Clothing  Colors 

 Food   Shapes   Days of the week 

 Animals  Occupations  Months of the year 

 Seasons  Body Parts  Time of the day 

 Prepositions  Commands  Household items 

 Greetings  School items  Family members 

 U.S. Currency  5 W’s   Directions 

 The home 

In addition, students will also receive academic instruction in Mathematics, Social 

Studies, and Science.  Please review curricular attachments. 

 

Entrance Criteria: 

 

Students new to the district enroll at First Stop.  At this time, the students are given an 

oral IPT test and information pertaining to the student’s former education is taken.  The 

information obtained is sent to the student’s assigned school.  At the assigned school, a 

designated staff member and assigned teacher must review the student’s information and 

make a determination whether or not the student can possibly qualify for the Newcomer 

Program.      

 

The following are the criteria for admittance into the Newcomer Program: 

 

1) The student must be new to the district. 

2) The student must score a level 1 on Kansas English Language Proficiency 

Assessment (KELPA) or IDEA Proficiency Test (IPT). 

3) The student may not have attended this district’s Newcomer program in 

the past. 

4) If a student has attended a bilingual program and has not transitioned to 

English, then this student should be considered for placement in the 

Newcomer program. 

5) Priority must be given to students who have never been in the Newcomer 

program. 
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If a student qualifies for the program, it is the responsibility of the assigned staff member 

from each participating school to contact the Newcomer teacher, send the following 

information to the Newcomer teacher, and to notify the principal and ensure that this 

documentation is in place. 

 

1) The original signed parental permission form for admittance into the 

Newcomer classroom. 

2) A copy of KELPA or IPT given which determined eligibility. 

3) A copy of the student’s enrollment form. 

4) A copy of permission for field trips. 

5) A copy stating transportation to and from the Newcomer classroom has 

been arranged. 

6) A copy of information regarding the student’s lunch status. 

 

A student will not be permitted into the Newcomer classroom 

until all of the above information is obtained 
 

Once the above information has been received, the Newcomer teacher will contact the 

regular education teacher with an arrival date for the student into the Newcomer 

classroom.  The students can be transitioned to Newcomers once the paperwork is 

complete. The Newcomer teacher will begin the new academic year with the student’s 

who arrived during the past school year and did not receive a full year in the Newcomer 

Program. 

 

A student who qualifies for the Newcomer classroom can remain 1 academic year or until 

the student has met the exit criteria for the Newcomer Program. If a transition classroom 

is available the student will than transfer to a transition class.   

 

At the end of each academic year the Newcomer teacher will notify all affected principals 

as to where each student will attend the following year, and if they will be a part of the 

Newcomer Program or attend regular classes. The ESL/Migrant Director and the Director 

of Elementary Education should also be notified. 
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Exit Criteria: 

 

At the teacher’s discretion a student may remain in the Newcomer classroom for one 

year, or until they meet the exit criteria.  Students may be exited from the program by 

meeting the following criteria.  Additionally, the criteria set forth can be met by the 

student at any given time during the year. If this occurs, the student will be transitioned to 

his/her regular classroom.   

 

Based on the KELPA, a student must score: 

 

 1) Oral: 

 2
nd

 - 4
th

 grade – level 3 

 5
th

 & 6
th

 grade – level 3 

 7
th

 – 12
th

 grade – level 3 

 2)  Reading: Limited English Reader  

 3) Writing:  Limited English Writer 

 

Other assessment measures which can be used to determine exiting students from 

Newcomers include: 

 

1) Portfolio’s 

2) Teacher generated assessments 

3) Language Assessment Scales (LAS) 

4) Woodcock Muñoz 

5) Teacher recommendation 

6) Students should not be tested with any type of assessment the following 

two weeks after a major break i.e. Christmas break, spring break. 

 

Students Exited From Program: 

(A). When students are exited from the program after meeting the requirements for 

exiting, the Newcomer teacher is responsible for the following tasks. 

 

1. Inform the Migrant Office of all students transferred. 

2. Parents/Guardian must be informed. 

3. A letter with Newcomer teacher’s remarks must be sent to receiving  

teacher(s) 1 week prior to transfer. 

4. Cumulative Record complete with attendance information and signature sent 

to regular classroom teacher. 

5. Notify transportation office. 

6. Bus information 

7. LEP form 

8. Lunch money transferred and accounts cleared. 

9. School related materials need to be checked-in i.e. textbooks, library books. 

10. Follow-up on student (s) after two weeks. 

11. Rigby Running record instructional level. 

(B). When students are exited from the program at the end of the year. 
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 1. Fourth grade students will exit to Transition classrooms as available. 

 2. Second and third grade students will exit to the next level. 

 

The criteria for movement to next level will be based on the following: 

1. Grades 

2. Teacher recommendation 

3. Age appropriate 

4. Fluency in native language and appropriate IPT score in second language. 

 

Curriculum: 

See attachments.  

 

Instruction: 

 

In most cases, lesson development will resemble a thematic approach.  The 

implementation of language instruction will use scientifically based research to teach 

LEP students. PL 107-110 (B)(9) Total Physical Response (TPR) and Sheltered English 

strategies will be used to transfer vocabulary and content from the first language (L1) to 

the second language (L2).  Graphic organizers are used for the deliverance of reading and 

content comprehension.  To encourage language acquisition, appropriate strategies and 

repetition are introduced.  Take-home literacy lessons and activities are provided to 

promote parental involvement at home.  PL 107-110 (6).   

 

The Newcomer students are taught the content areas in their native language, and ESL 

Strategies are used to encourage acquisition of the English language.  A Cognitive 

Academic Language Learning Approach (CALLA) is used to meet the academic needs of 

the students.  Methodology consistent with second language acquisition, i.e. Sheltered 

Instruction, Total Physical Response, and Varied Groupings etc. will be employed by the 

teacher. 

 

Suggestive Strategies for Instruction: 

  

1) Lesson development resembles an integrated thematic approach which        

“represents a way to avoid the fragmented and irrelevant acquisition of isolated 

facts, transforming knowledge into personally useful tools for learning new 

information” (Lipson, Valencia, Wixon, & Peters, 1993).   

 

2) Total Physical Response (TPR) is used to transfer vocabulary and content          

from the first language (L1) to the second language (L2) through “literacy             

scaffolding” (Boyle & Peragoy, 1990).    

 

3) Graphic organizers are used for the deliverance of reading and content       

comprehension.  Graphic organizers to illustrate the organization of ideas and 

formation aiding in comprehension and learning (Flood & Lapp, 1988; Heimlich 

& Pittelman, 1986). 
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4) To encourage language acquisition instruction begins in the L1.  A gradual   

transition is made to English using strategies such as Sheltered English and      

repetition.  Native language instruction facilitates academic proficiency.  This      

instruction will transfer to learning the English language.  (Baca and           

Cervantes, 1989; Cummins, 1989; Krashen, 1985) Sheltered instruction             

teaches subject matter, vocabulary, concepts and skills by using              

language and context to make the information comprehensible.  (Krashen,              

1985)    

 

 

5) The classroom environment is kept as stress-free as possible.  This prevents       

emotional “blocks” or “trauma” for the student learning to speak English.           

(Cummins, 1992) Students feel supported and have a higher self-esteem when      

teachers act in the following ways (Graves, 1995). 

 

  a.   Provide constructivist activities. 

  b.   Provide a lot of practice and careful corrections. 

  c.   Focus on background knowledge pertaining to the subject. 

  d.   Actively involve students. 

  e.   Use a variety of groupings. 

  f.   Provide content and activities that are meaningful to the students. 

     g.   Provide native-language support.      

  h.   Welcome family and community to take roles in the classroom. 

  i.   Have high expectations for all students. 

  j.   Respond in a positive way to cultural and personal diversity. 

 

Grades: 

 

Official grades are given in the Newcomer Program.  The Newcomer teacher will use the 

same grading system as the teachers in the regular classrooms.  Unified School District 

443 grade cards will be completed by the Newcomer teacher for those students currently 

in the Newcomer classroom at the scheduled time for reporting, and for students who 

have recently exited the program within a three week period. 

 

Teachers in the Newcomer program have a variety of materials (see resources) located in 

the classroom.  The teachers are required to follow the State of Kansas ELL Standards as 

approved by KS State Board of Education PL 107-110 Sect. 3102 (2).  The Newcomer 

teachers may use other materials as needed to assist with the acquisition of language, 

student academic standards, and knowledge of the content areas. 
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Student Records: 

 

All information and notes obtained from the regular education school should be kept in a 

student file.  The ESL/Migrant Program is federally funded, therefore, student records are 

confidential property and should be kept in a locked file cabinet or closet.   

Our program requests that the following information be kept in the student’s file: 

 

1) Parental permission for Newcomers 

2) Copy of the Enrollment form 

3) Copy of the KELPA to prove program eligibility 

4) Pertinent medical information 

5) Notes to and from parents 

6) Anecdotal records 

7) Copies of student’s work, student progress must be documented 

8) Copy of the exit exam used 

 

In several instances, the ESL/Migrant Director is called to evaluate the progress of the 

second language learner or the Newcomer students.  It is crucial that student progress 

notes and records are kept in the student’s file.  Whenever the Director is called regarding 

a referral of a Newcomer student, the Director will need the student’s records to make 

future education determinations.   

 

New Federal Guidelines require adequate yearly progress (AYP) be monitored each fiscal 

year following exit of an ESL instructional program 111(b)(2)(B).  Therefore, former 

Newcomer students’ academic progress and IDEA Proficiency Test results will be 

monitored frequently throughout the school years. 

 

Testing of Students 

 

Test Name Language Grade Level(s) Administer 

Criterion Reference  

Assessment  (CRA) 

Spanish 2
nd

 – 6
th

 Trained bilingual 

staff members. 

Kansas English 

Language 

Proficiency 

Assessment 

English 2
nd

 – 6
th

 Entrance – First 

Stop 

Exit – Trained Staff 

Informal 

Assessment 

English/Spanish 2
nd

-6
th

 Exit – Teacher 

 

Flynt Cooter English 2
nd

 Newcomer Teacher 

Or Migrant Director 

State Assessments English Per state 

requirement 

School administered 

Rigby English – Post only 2
nd

 – 6
th

  Newcomer Teacher 
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Summer School: 

 

If funding is available, the Newcomer classroom will host summer school for the 

participating Newcomer students.  The assigned Newcomer teachers have first 

opportunity to teach in this setting.  In the event one of the Newcomer teachers will not 

be available to instruct in the Newcomer Summer School classroom, applications will be 

taken to fulfill the position(s). 

 

Only students who participated in the Newcomer program during the current school year 

will qualify for Newcomer Summer School.  The students participating in Newcomer 

Summer School will not pay tuition for the service.  The supporting ESL/Migrant 

program will take the responsibility to pay the tuition fees.  

 

If funding is available, Unified School District 443 Food Service Program will provide 

free breakfast and lunches for all Dodge City children from ages 1-18 (18 year olds must 

be enrolled in the public school system).  The Newcomer students qualify for this free 

service and will participate in this opportunity while attending the Newcomer Summer 

School program, unless otherwise instructed by the summer school teacher. 

 

The focus of study for this Newcomer Summer School program is based on the 

development of language through reading and writing,and concentration of mathematic 

skills 

 

In-service: 

 

The Newcomer teacher should attend all scheduled inservice meetings set by the district 

or building housing the Newcomer classroom, unless otherwise instructed by the 

ESL/Migrant Director. .  The ESL/Migrant Director will obtain approval for absences 

from the district or building inservice with the building principal before notifying the 

Newcomer teacher.   

  

At times the Newcomer teacher may be asked to participate in a Migrant inservice 

meeting.  When there are no scheduled district in-services planned, the ESL/Migrant 

Director may request that the Newcomer teacher attend a specific training being offered. 

 

 Purchase Orders/Point of Sale:  Principals must be made aware of all purchase 

orders submitted to ESL/Migrant Office. 

 

When it is necessary to order materials for an amount over $200.00,or from out-of-town 

agencies, the Newcomer teacher should complete a USD 443 Consolidated Grant 

Purchase Request form (see Form D).  The form should be sent to the ESL/Migrant 

Director for approval.  Often, the ESL/Migrant Director will consult with the teacher to 

review the desired items requested to assure the appropriateness of the request, or to 

assure the items are not located for use in other locations throughout the district.  (See 

“Equipment” forms attached for K.S.D.E. Reports). 
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Once the purchase request has been approved, the request will be forwarded to the 

ESL/Migrant Fiscal Specialist for processing.  This process may take a week, therefore, if 

items are needed for a specific time, please make time allowances when ordering.  The 

total time frame for the purchase may be weeks (depending on the company from which 

the items were ordered).  The Fiscal Specialist will send the purchase order initiator a 

copy of the purchase order once the request has been entered into the district computer.    

 

When the order arrives at the designated school site its contents must be checked 

thoroughly for accuracy.  It is the responsibility of the Newcomer teacher to ensure the 

order has arrived in excellent care and the items sent compare to those on the packaging 

skip.  Objects received must be checked on the packaging slip, dated, and copied.  The 

copy of the marked package skip must be attached to the purchase order copy.  Then, the 

original package skip must be sent to Fiscal Specialist at the Migrant Office as soon as 

possible.  When items purchased with school site funds are received the school secretary 

will obtain the package skip and check for contents and accuracy. 

 

ALL items purchased with Migrant funds MUST BE labeled or stamped 

accordingly with the Migrant Name. Use the stamp that says: 

 

USD 443 / ESL Migrant Program 

1000 Second Ave, P.O. Box 460 

Dodge City, KS 67801  

(620) 227-1618 

 

If the item is too small, label the item “ESL/Migrant Program” with a permanent 

marker 

 

REMEMBER:  ALL items must be added to the classroom’s inventory and stored on 

diskette.  The school site district principal will need a copy of the classroom inventory at 

the end of the school year.  Any questions regarding the inventory should be directed 

towards with Migrant Director.  Once the inventory is completed, the Migrant Director 

will need be informed to retrieve an office disk copy of the same inventory.   

 

To purchase materials under $200.00 from Wal-Mart a purchase request “Point of Sale” 

must be completed.  Once the request has been approved by the ESL/Migrant Director, 

the Migrant Fiscal Specialist will verify distribution of the Credit Card and Tax Exempt 

Card.  These two cards must be signed for at the Business Office.  Local agencies, except 

Wal-Mart, will require a “Point of Sale” slip from the Fiscal Specialist. 

 

In the event large equipment needs to be removed from the classroom, please contact the 

ESL/Migrant Director or Fiscal Specialist to assure proper disposal or removal is in 

accordance with Kansas and/or Federal regulations. 
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Resources/Materials: 

  

 English Enrichment/Acquisition: 

 

 Dolch Word List-USD 443 Curriculum Guide 3.01, 3.02 

 Carousel of Ideas IDEA Program Kit (Ballard & Tighe) 

 Vocabulary Word Bank, flipbook (Lakeshore) 

 Sentence Structuring 

 Sight Words Multisensory Reading Program (PCI Educational Publishing) 

 The Oxford Picture Dictionary (Oxford Dictionary) 

 Singlish (Singlish, www.singlish.com) 

 

ESL Curriculum/Literacy: 

 

 Integrated Thematic Units Kit (Kingsly Publishing) 

 Easy Stories Plus (New Reader Press) 

 Recorded Books  

 Sight Words Multisensory Reading Programs (PCI Education Publishing) 

 Idea Picture + Word Set (Ballard Tighe Publishers) 

 Reading Rods Readers (Learning Resources) 

 Big Book By George 

 Word by word primary Dictionary + Workbook (Pearson Education Inc) 

 Reading Series (Houghton Mifflin) 

 ESL Series (McGraw Hill) 

 English in My Pocket (Rigby) 

 

Technology: 

 

 Success Maker (Pearson) 

 Leap Pads 

 

Student and Family Literacy/Parent Involvement: 
  

 Frog Family Fun Pack Set (Frog System) 

Learn Everyday Together (L-E-T)  

Family Reading Program (L-E-T, Inc.)  

 

Field Trips: 

 

Field trips with the Newcomer students are strongly encouraged.   

 

Field trips must be part of the curriculum, the classroom thematic unit, or other 

educational experience.  Once the idea of a field trip is in place, the Newcomer teacher 

must get approval from the ESL/Migrant Director to assure proper funding is available.  

Once there is an agreement the field trip is an essential part of the education process, the 

http://www.singlish.com/


Revised 09/07/07  13 

Newcomer teacher should inform the building principal holding the Newcomer classroom 

(in writing) details about the trip.   

 

Individual written parental permission should be obtained.  The permission form to the 

parents should include the following: 

 

1) Where the field trip will take place. 

2) What time the students will depart from and return to the school. 

3) List any costs or fees for which the students will be responsible. 

4) Indicate lunch arrangements, if needed.  Food service must be notified in 

advance – follow district/school procedures.  The food service personnel 

will have forms which will need to be completed before the trip. 

 

The Newcomer teacher is responsible to assure all required paperwork is completed in a 

timely manner.  Field trips should be planned at least three to four weeks in advance 

to guarantee paperwork will be approved before the desired field trip date.  The following 

forms must be completed: 

 

1) USD 443 Student Activities or Field Trip Request  

2) USD 443 Special Vehicle Request and Driver Report  

 3)   Any forms required from Food Service 

Newcomer classrooms should plan field trips at the same time as much as possible.  

Therefore, the Newcomer teachers should collaborate and plan lessons accordingly 

regarding such trips. 

 

Conferences: 

 

To ensure the Newcomer teacher keep abreast of innovative changes with Migrant 

students and/or program strategies, the Newcomer teacher may be asked to attend 

conferences outside of Dodge City.  Occasionally, there may be times when the 

ESL/Migrant Director will recommend that the Newcomer teacher attend a specific 

conference during the school year.  It is the responsibility of the Newcomer teacher to 

call for a substitute as soon as possible and inform the building principal. 

 

Fire/Tornado Drills: 

 

 

Fire and tornado drills must be posted in the classrooms in the students’ native languages.  

Most building principals require these drills be posted by the classroom doors in each 

classroom.  Fire and tornado drills are not always a part of the hidden curriculum from 

other countries, therefore, must be explained to the Newcomer students.   
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Parties: 

 

Guidelines for the regular education classes should be followed for the Newcomer 

classroom.   

 

Remember:  some students come from low socioeconomic environments – keep 

requirements to a minimum. 
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Form A 

 

Student Exit Checklist 

 

Student 

Name_______________________________Teacher_____________________________ 

 

Regular Ed. Teacher_________________________ 

School______________________________ 

 

Last day in Newcomers Classroom__________________________ 

 

__Notify student’s parent(s)/guardian 

 

__Notify Migrant Office 

 

 

__Notify receiving teacher 

 

Newcomer’s Class school: 

 

__Textbooks returned 

 

__Library books returned 

 

__Lunch charges paid 

 

__Lunch Credit transferred 

 

To Regular Education School: 

 

__LEP form 

 

__Rigby Running Record instructional level 

 

__Letter of Newcomer teacher’s remarks to regular education teacher 

 

__Cumulative record complete with attendance and signature 

 

__Report Card 

 

__Bus Information 

 

 

 

 



Revised 09/07/07  16 

Form B 

Letter to Parents 

 

Unified District 443 ESL/Migrant Program 

The Newcomers Class 

 

 The Newcomers class for District 443 is a program designed to serve students 

whose first language is not English, or for students who have demonstrated a level I on 

our language proficiency tests.  This class will assist the children in learning the English 

necessary to succeed in a “regular” classroom setting. While studying English, the 

student will also receive instruction in the other academic areas.  The Newcomer 

Classrooms will be located at Central, Beeson, and Comanche schools.   

 

When a student demonstrates sufficient gains in English acquisition through 

language scores or various assessments, the student will transition to the regular 

classroom. Each student acquires a new language at their own rate. The Newcomer 

Program is designed to allow for these differences. The students may remain in the 

program as long as needed, or as long as space is available in the program.   

 

 For your child to attend this class, we need your permission.  Please sign and 

return this form to the secretary of his/her school.  If you have questions, please call the 

school and ask to speak with the Newcomer Teacher: _________________________. 

You may also call 227-1618 with questions for Mr. Vinton, Director of the ESL/Migrant 

Program. 

 

 

Name of Student:  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone:  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature of Parent:  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Unified District 443 ESL/Migrant Program 

La Clase de Newcomers 

Para Estudiantes Nuevos al Distrito 

 

La clase para estudiantes nuevos al distrito 443 es un programa diseñado para 

servir a estudiantes cuya primera lengua no es el inglés o para estudiantes que han 

demostrado un nivel 1 en nuestras pruebas de lenguaje.  Esta clase asistirá a los niños ha 

aprender el inglés necesario para tener éxito en una clase regular.  Entretanto que 

aprenden ingles, el estudiante recibirá instrucción en otras materias académicas.  El 

programa para estudiantes nuevos al distrito estará disponible a las escuelas Central, 

Beeson, y la Comanche.     

  

Cuando el estudiante demuestra suficiente capacidad en la adquisición de ingles 

por medio de una evaluación de lenguaje o diversos exámenes, el estudiante pasará a una 

clase regular. Cada estudiante adquiere un nuevo lenguaje a su propia velocidad. El 

programa para estudiantes nuevos es diseñado para permitir estas diferencias. El 

estudiante puede permanecer en el programa el tiempo necesario, o mientras exista 

espacio disponible en el programa.   

 

Para que su niño pueda asistir a esta clase, necesitamos su permiso.  Por favor firme y 

regrese esta forma a la secretaria de la escuela de su niño/a.  Si tiene preguntas, llame a la 

escuela y pregunte por el/la maestro/a de Newcomers: __________________________.   

También puede llamar al 227-1618 con sus preguntas y hablar con el Sr. Vinton. 

 

Nombre del estudiante: 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Domicilio:  

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Teléfono: 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Firma de padre/guardián: 

 

___________________________________________________________________      
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Standards & Benchmarks for Mathematics 

By end of Second Grade: 

 

Standard 1:  The student uses numerical and computational concepts and 

procedures in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 1:  NUMBER SENSE- The student demonstrates number sense for three-

digit whole numbers and simple fractions in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 2: NUMBER SYSTEMS AND THEIR PROPERTIES – The student 

demonstrates an understanding of simple fractions (fourths, thirds, halves) and three-digit 

whole numbers with a special emphasis on place value, and recognizes, applies, and 

explains their properties. 

 

Benchmark 3: ESTIMATION – The student uses numerical estimation with whole 

numbers up to 999, simple fractions, and money. 

 

Benchmark 4: COMPUTATION – The student explains, models, and performs 

computation with two digit whole numbers in a variety of situations. 

 

Standard 2:  The student uses algebraic concepts and procedures in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Benchmark 1: PATTERNS – The student recognizes, describes, extends, develops, and 

explains relationships in patterns from a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 2: VARIABLES, EQUATIONS, AND INEQUALITIES – The student uses 

symbols and whole numbers up to 99 to solve addition and subtraction equations in a 

variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 3: FUNCTIONS – The student recognizes and describes relationships 

between whole numbers through 99 in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 4: MODELS – The student develops and uses models to represent and show 

mathematical relationships found in a variety of situations.  

 

Standard 3: The student uses geometric concepts and procedures in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Benchmark 1: GEOMETRIC FIGURES AND THEIR PROPERTIES – The student 

recognizes and describes properties of simple geometric shapes. 

 

Benchmark 2: MEASUREMENT AND ESTIMATION – The student estimates and 

measures using standard and nonstandard units in a variety of situations with an emphasis 

on the use of concrete materials. 
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Benchmark 3: TRANSFORMATIONAL GEOMETRY – The student recognizes and 

describes a single geometric transformation of simple shapes or objects in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Benchmark 4: GEOMETRY FROM AN ALGEBRAIC PERSPECTIVE – The student 

identifies one or more points on a simple coordinate system (number line or grid) in a 

variety of situations. 

 

Standard 4:  The student uses concepts and procedures of data analysis in a variety 

of situations. 

 

Benchmark 1: PROBABILITY – The student uses probability to make predictions and 

decisions in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 2: STATISTICS – The student collects, displays, and explains whole number 

and other data in a variety of situations. 

 

By the end of Fourth Grade: 

Standard 1: The student uses numerical and computational concepts and 

procedures in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 1:  NUMBER SENSE – The student demonstrates number sense for the 

whole numbers, simple fractions, money, and decimals in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 2: NUMBER SYSTEMS AND THEIR PROPERTIES – The student 

demonstrates an understanding of whole numbers with a special emphasis on place value, 

recognizes, uses, and explains their properties, and extends these properties to simple 

fractions, mixed numbers, decimals and money. 

 

Benchmark 3: ESTIMATION – The student uses numerical estimation with whole 

numbers, simple fractions, decimals, and money in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 4: COMPUTATION – The student explains and performs computation with 

whole numbers, addition and subtraction of proper fractions with like denominators, and 

money in a variety of situations. 

 

Standard 2: The student uses algebraic concepts and procedures in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Benchmark 1: PATTERNS - The student recognizes, describes, extends, develops, and 

explains relationships in patterns from a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 2: VARIABLES, EQUATIONS, AND INEQUALITIES – The student uses 

symbols and whole numbers to solve simple equations and inequalities in a variety of 

situations. 
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Benchmark 3: FUNCTIONS – The student recognizes and describes relationships 

between whole numbers in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 4: MODELS – The student develops and uses models to represent and justify 

mathematical relationships found in a variety of situations. 

 

 

Standard 3: The student uses geometric concepts and procedures in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Benchmark 1: GEOMETRIC FIGURES AND THEIR PROPERTIES – The student 

recognizes or investigates properties of simple geometric figures in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Benchmark 2: MEASUREMENT AND ESTIMATION – The student estimates and 

measures using standard and nonstandard units in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 3: TRANSFORMATIONAL GEOMETRY – The student recognizes up to 

two transformations of basic geometric figures in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 4: GEOMETRY FROM AND ALGEBRAIC PERSPECTIVE – The student 

relates geometric concepts to the number line and the first quadrant of the coordinate 

plane in a variety of situations. 

 

Standard 4: The student uses concepts and procedures of data analysis in a variety 

of situations. 

 

Benchmark 1:  PROBABILITY – The student uses probability to make predictions and 

decisions in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 2:  STATISTICS – The student generates, organizes, and interprets whole 

number and other data in a variety of situations. 

 

By end of Seventh Grade: 

 

Standard 1: The student uses numerical and computational concepts and 

procedures in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 1: NUMBER SENSE – The student demonstrates number sense for rational 

numbers, pi, and simple algebraic expressions in one variable in a variety of situations.  

 

Benchmark 2: NUMBER SYSTEMS AND THEIR PROPERTIES – The student 

demonstrates an understanding of the rational number system and pi, recognizes, applies, 

and explains its properties,  
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Benchmark 3: ESTIMATION – The student uses numerical estimation with rational 

numbers and pi in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 4: COMPUTATION – The student explains and performs computations with 

rational numbers, pi and first degree algebraic expressions in one variable in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Standard 2: The student uses algebraic concepts and procedures in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Benchmark 1:  PATTERNS – The student recognizes, describes, extends, develops, and 

explains the general rule of patterns from a variety of situations.  

Benchmark 2:  VARIABLES, EQUATIONS, AND INEQUALITIES – The student uses 

variables, symbols, rational numbers, and simple algebraic expressions in one variable to 

solve linear equations and inequalities in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 3: FUNCTIONS – The student recognizes, describes, and examines constant 

and linear relationships in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 4: MODELS – The student develops and uses models to represent and justify 

mathematical relationships found in a variety of situations. 

 

Standard 3: The student uses geometric concepts and procedures in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Benchmark 1: GEOMETRIC FIGURES AND THEIR PROPERTIES – The student 

recognizes, applies, and compares properties of geometric figures in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Benchmark 2:  MEASUREMENT AND ESTIMATION – The student estimates, 

measures, and uses measurement formulas in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 3:  TRANSFORMATIONA GEOMETRY – The student recognizes and 

performs transformations of two-dimensional figures in a variety of situations. 

 

Benchmark 4: GEOMETRY FROM AN ALGEBRAIC PERSPECTIVE - The student 

will analyze two-dimensional geometry using a coordinate system in a variety of 

situations. 

 

Standard 4: The student uses concepts and procedures of data analysis in a variety 

of situations. 

 

Benchmark 1: PROBABILITY - The student uses probability to generate convincing 

arguments, draw conclusions, and make decisions in a variety of situations. 
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Benchmark 2: STATISTICS – The student generates, organizes, and interprets rational 

numbers and other data in a variety of situations.  The student applies measure of central 

tendency when drawing conclusions from the data. 
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Civics/ 

Government 

 

Economics 

 

Geography 

 

History 

Suggested 

Skills/Processes 
 

•  Rules Around  Us 

•  American Ideals         

   Symbols 

•  Us Constitution:   

   The Rules for  

   Our Country 

•  Rights and  

    Privileges 

•  The Making of 

   Rules 

 

           

 

•  Scarcity of  

   Resources 

•  Producers and  

   Consumers 

•  Goods and 

    Services 

•  Local Government 

   Services 

•  Personal Economic 

   Decisions 

 

 

 

•  Exploring Our 

   Neighborhood 

•  Plants, Animals, 

   and Habitats-Local 

•  Elements of Maps 

•  Weather, Climate,  

    Seasons 

•  Where People live 

    and Work 

•  People and Their  

   Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Symbols:  Famous 

   People, Landmarks 

   Documents 

•  Holidays and  

    Traditions 

•  Communities, 

   Places 

•  Kansas Land 

 

 

•  Chronological Order 

•  Locating Information 

   Using a Variety of 

   Sources 

•  Mapping Skills 

•  Money/Exchange 

•  Comprehension and 

   Composition Skills 

•  Responding to 

   Literature 

•  Story Retelling 

•  Speaking to Present 

   Ideas 

•  Roles of Citizens 

•  Problem Solving 

 

 

PROGRAM SCOPE 

ESSENTIAL CONCEPTS 

3-4 

 

Civics/ 

Government 

 

Economics 

 

Geography 

 

History 

Suggested 

Skills/Processes 

 

•  Reasons for Rules 

•  Diversity Within Our 

   Republic 

•  Three Branches of 

   Government 

•  Rights and Roles of a 

   Citizen 

•  Different 

   Governments 

 

 

•  Producing and 

   Consuming Goods  

   and Services 

•  Economic Inter- 

   Dependence Among 

   Communities 

•  Exchange of goods 

   and Services 

•  State and Local 

   Government 

   Services and 

   Revenue 

•  Opportunity Cost of 

   Decisions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Terminology and 

   Tools 

•  Knowing Locations 

•  US and World  

   Regions (climate, 

   geographic and 

   political) 

•  US States 

•  Earth’s Physical 

   Components and 

   Processes 

•  Natural Resources 

•  Migration and 

    effects of 

   Immigration 

•  Human Activities  

   and the Environment 

 

•  Settlement 

•  Local and Regional 

   History 

•  Cultures 

•  Impact of Individuals 

   and Inventions 

 

•  Creating and Using 

   Timelines 

•  Locating Information 

    Using a variety of 

    Sources 

•  Listing Sources 

•  Locating Main Ideas 

   and Details 

•  Story Retelling 

•  Comprehension and 

   Composition Skills 

•  Illustration and Map 

   Drawing 

•  Reading Various 

   Types of Maps 

•  Graphic Organizers 

•  Problem Solving 

•  Introductory 

   Computer Research 

   Skills 

•  Collecting,  

   Organizing and 

   Presenting Data 

•  Observing 

•  Memorizing 

•  Identifying Primary 

   and Secondary 

   Sources 

 

PROGRAM SCOPE 

ESSENTIAL CONCEPTS 

K-2 

Kansas Curricular Standards for Civics-Government, Economics, Geography and History - July 1999 
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PROGRAM SCOPE 

ESSENTIAL CONCEPTS 

5-6 

 

Civics/ 

Government 

 

Economics 

 

Geography 

 

History 

Suggested 

Skills/Processes 

 

•  Consequences of  

   Governance 

•  Republican System 

•  How the Federal/ 

   State Government 

   Works 

•  Citizenship in Action 

•  Government Systems 

 

•  Choice and  

   Opportunity Cost 

•  Entrepreneurs and 

   Productivity 

•  Basic Supply and 

   Demand 

•  Banking and  

   Trade 

•  Costs and Benefits 

 

 

 

 

•  Maps and Globe 

•  Knowing Locations 

•  Distribution of  

   Ecosystems 

•  Sense of Place 

•  Resource Use 

•  Cause and Effect of 

   Changes of Earth 

•  Diffusion of Ideas 

   and Culture 

•  Migration 

•  Distribution Patterns 

   of Economic 

   Activities and  

   Population 

 

•  Exploration 

•  Colonization 

•  Revolution 

•  US Constitution 

•  Ancient  

   Civilizations, 

   Medieval Times, and 

   the Renaissance 

 

 

•  Locating, Evaluating 

   and Listing Sources 

•  Problem Solving 

•  Computer Research 

   (Internet, etc) 

•  Recognizing 

   Historical 

   Perspectives 

•  Compare/Contrast/ 

   Analyze 

•  Presenting Historical 

   Information 

•  Collecting, 

   Organizing, 

   Presenting Data 

•  Comparing Cost and 

   Benefits 

•  Analyzing Supply 

   and Demand 

•  Memorizing 

•  Interpreting Maps 

•  Reasoned Persuasion 

•  Cause and Effect 

•  Using Primary and 

   Secondary Sources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kansas Curricular Standards for Civics-Government, Economics, Geography and History - July 1999



   

Overview of Kansas Science Education Standards 

 
 Science as Inquiry Physics & 

Chemistry 

Life Science Earth & Space 

Science 

Science & Technology Science in Personal 

& Environmental 

Perspectives 

 

History & Nature 

of Science 

By the end 

of 8th Grade  

•  Abilities necessary to  

    do scientific inquiry 

•  Designing 

   investigations 

•  Understanding about 

   scientific inquiry 

 

 

 

 

•  Properties of  

   matter 

•  Changes in  

   properties of  

   matter 

•  Motions & forces 

•  Transfer of  

   energy 

•  Structure & function  

   in living systems 

•  Reproduction & 

   heredity 

•  Regulation & 

   behavior 

•  Populations &  

   ecosystems 

•  Diversity & 

   adaptations of 

   organisms 

 

•  Structure of the 

   Earth system 

•  Past and present 

   Earth processes 

•  Components of  

   the solar system 

•  Motion & forces 

   which affect Earth 

   phenomena 

 

•  Abilities of technological 

   design 

•  Understanding about      

   science & technology 

 

•  Personal Health 

•  Populations, 

   resources, &  

   environments 

•  Risks & causes 

   of natural hazards 

 

•  Scientific habits of 

   mind 

•  Contributions to  

   science throughout 

   history 

By the end 

of 4th Grade 

•  Abilities necessary to 

   do scientific inquiry, 

   understanding about  

   & participating in  

   scientific inquiry 

 

 

 

 

•  Properties of  

   objects &  

   materials 

•  Position & 

   motion of objects 

•  Electricity, & 

   magnetism 

•  Sound 

 

 

 

•  Organisms and 

   their environments 

•  Life Cycles of 

   organisms 

•  Properties of  

   earth materials 

•  Objects in the  

   sky 

•  Changes in earth 

   & sky 

•  Problem solving skills 

•  Apply understanding of  

   science & technology 

•  Abilities to distinguish 

   between natural objects 

   & objects made by 

   humans 

 

•  Personal health 

•  Changes in  

   surroundings 

•  People practice  

   science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

2
4
 



   

Dodge City USD 

ESL K-12 Curriculum 
 

 

 Grades K - 3 

 K-3 Reading 

Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1   Recognizes his/her name 

 Recognizes letters in native 

language 

 

 Knows part of ABC’s 

 Recognizes upper and lower 

case differences 

 

 Knows ABC’s but not all 

sounds they make 

 Recognizes upper case only or 

lower case only and in sequence 

 

 Recognizes upper and lower case letters 

of alphabet in sequential and random 

order. 

 Knows ABC’s sounds  

 Knows concepts of print skills 

 

2-3  Knows letters and sounds they 

make 

 Recognizes 1-3 letter words 

 Recognizes some sight words 

 Knows blends, digraphs, and 

vowel pairs 

 Identifies one-syllable words 

 Reads words in sequence 

 Recognizes syllables 

 Identifies two or more syllables 

 Occasionally chunks words 

together for meaning 

 Puts letters together to make words 

 Knows sight words 

 Begins to read phrases and simple 

sentences 

 

 

 

 K-3 Writing 
Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1   Recognizes name, address, and 

phone number 

 Recognizes upper and lower 

case letters 

 Introduces writing ABC’s in 

order 

 Practices pencil to paper 

 With support, writes name, 

address, and phone number 

 Begins to put 3, 4 letters 

together for words on paper 

 Periodically draws 

recognizable pictures 

 Able to write fragments of name, 

address, and phone number on 

own 

 Frequently writes upper and lower 

case letters on independently 

 Attempts to write words 

 Able to finish a picture with 

understanding of such 

 Writes first and last name, address, and 

phone number from memory 

 Writes ABC’s, both upper and lower 

case in sequential order 

 

2-3  Recognizes and copies 

common words 

 Writes some common words 

  Begins to use phonetic 

spelling 

 

 Can complete cloze activities 

 Writes common words with 

articles 

 Learns spelling words 

 Generates cloze activities 

 Occasionally creates complete 

sentences 

 Starts to move from spelling 

words phonetically to correct 

spelling 

 Writes common words (family, body, 

animals, sight words) 

 Creates simple sentences in first 

language or in English 

 Increases number of correctly spelled 

words  

 Spells some words correctly and some 

phonetically 
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K-3 Speaking 

Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1   Establishes eye contact with 

speaker 

 Verbalizes sounds 

 Expresses requests with body 

language 

 Responds with body language 

 Occasionally verbalizes words 

 Periodically uses one-word 

requests 

 Occasionally responds with a 

single word 

 Sometimes verbalizes phrases 

 Sometimes makes simple 

requests 

 Responds to spoken word 

 Repeats words and phrases 

 Makes simple requests 

 

2-3  Gives or responds to directions 

using body language 

 Generates words 

 Acknowledges questions with 

body language 

 Replies and demonstrates with 

single-word responses 

 Builds simple phrases 

 Verbalizes answers in one-word  

 Often gives or responds orally 

to simple directions 

 Builds simple sentences 

 Frequently replies to questions 

with two or more words 

 Orally gives or respond to simple 

directions 

 Generates phrases and simple sentences 

 

 

 

 

 K-3 Listening 
Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1   Establishes eye contact with 

speaker 

 

 Matches spoken word with 

picture 

 

 Occasionally recognizes isolated 

spoken words 

 

 Recognizes isolated spoken words 

 

2-3  Recognizes being spoken to 

 

 Sometimes acknowledges 

information appropriately 

 

 Frequently acknowledges 

information appropriately  

 

 Responds to what is heard 

 

 

 

 

 K-3 Learning Skills 

Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1   At times responds to 

directions 

 Begins to learn the process of 

sequencing with assistance 

 Observes others during “silent 

period” 

 

 Occasionally responds to 

directions 

 Begins to sequence with 

support 

 Occasionally joins others in 

group while still in “silent 

period” 

 Frequently responds to 

directions and begins to 

question 

 Routinely follow sequences in 

actions 

 Sometimes works 

cooperatively in groups 

 Identify/respond to phrases 

 Follow sequences in activity 

 Attends to modeling 

 Sets attainable goals for 9 weeks 

(teacher/translator record for student) 

 Asks questions in first language 

 Builds partnership for learning with home 

(personal contact) 

 Applies principals of working with others 

in learning activities 

2-3  Repeats directions 

 Focuses attention on the task 

 Attends to the teacher’s 

modeling 

 Gathers appropriate 

materials 

 Repeats task expectations 

and directions 

 Performs tasks with 

assistance of peers or teacher 

 Requests feedback on progress 

 Listens skillfully and 

contributes 

 Begins to ask questions for 

help 

 Becomes aware of learning styles 

 Stays on task with little supervision 

 Becomes comfortable with independent 

work 

 Performs basic tasks after effective 

modeling 

 Applies principles of working with others 

in learning activities 
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 Grades 4 - 8  

  4-8 Reading 

Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1   Memorizes sounds in first 

language 

 Recognizes basic cognates 

 Makes connections between 

sounds and reading 

 Identifies patterns for cognate 

endings 

 Attempts to read beginner 

books in first language 

 Identifies patters for cognate 

beginnings and endings 

In circumstances where there has been no prior 

instruction: 

 Independently reads in first language 

 Integrates cognates with newly acquired 

English sight words 

2-3  Memorizes letter sounds and 

blends 

 Seldom identifies subjects and 

predicates 

 At time identifies reading 

strategies 

 Selects level-appropriate 

reading material 

 Reads information from age-

appropriate books, with 

assistance 

 Makes connection between 

sounds and blends 

 With assistance, identifies 

subjects and predicates 

 Occasionally uses appropriate 

reading strategies to make 

meaning from content 

selections 

 Grasps some main ideas from 

age-appropriate selections 

 Accesses information from age-

appropriate books 

 Recognizes syllables 

 Identifies subject and 

predicate frequently 

 Frequently uses appropriate 

reading strategies to make 

meaning from content 

selections 

 Recognizes main ideas from 

level-appropriate reading 

selections 

 Routinely reads and accesses 

information from age-

appropriate books 

Without prior reading instruction: 

--Starts putting letters together to make words 

--Recognizes sight words 

--Begins to read phrases 

 Recognizes uses for subject and 

predicates 

 Uses appropriate reading strategies to 

make meaning from content selections 

 Summarizes high-interest, low-

vocabulary, age and level appropriate 

reading selections 

 Reads and accesses information from 

appropriate books 

 

 

 

 

 4 - 8 Writing 

Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1  Without prior reading 

instruction: 

 Recognizes first and last 

name, address, phone 

number 

 Identifies upper and 

lower case letters 

 Identifies letters and their 

corresponding sounds 

 

With prior reading instruction:  

 Copies sentences 

 

Without prior reading instruction: 

 Traces/copies first and last name, 

address, phone number from 

memory 

 Writes some of the ABC’s in both 

upper and lower case 

 Experiments with letters to form 

phonetic words; may draw pictures 

to convey words 

 

With prior reading instruction: 

 Writes sentences using more first 

language than second language 

Without prior reading instruction: 

 Frequently writes first and last 

name, address, phone number 

from memory 

 Regularly writes ABC’s both 

upper and lower case 

 Strives to put together words 

 

With prior reading instruction: 

 Writes sentences using more 

second language than first 

language 

 

Without prior reading instruction: 

 Writes first and last names, address, 

phone number from memory 

 Writes ABC’s both upper and lower 

case 

 Begins to use phonetic spelling 

 

With prior reading instruction: 

 Writes sentences using a mixture of 

first and second languages 

 Respond to learning activities in 

writing in native language or some 

English language 

 

2-3  Composes simple essays, 

stories, and responses in 

first language 

 Introduces editing marks 

 Composes simple essays, stories, and 

responses partly in second language, 

but primarily in first language 

 Models correct use of editing marks 

 Composes simple essays, 

stories, and responses some in 

first language, but primarily in 

second language 

 Uses editing skills most of the 

time 

 Composes simple essays, stories, and 

responses in English 

 Uses editing skills correctly 
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 4-8 Listening 

Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1   Listens to words or phrases 

 

 Matches spoken word with 

objects 

 Occasionally recognizes 

isolated spoken words 

 

 Recognizes isolated spoken words 

2-3  At times responds to words or 

phrases 

 

 Increasingly able to respond to 

what is heard 

 

 Frequently responds to what is 

heard 

 

 Appropriately responds to what is 

heard 

 

 

 4-8 Speaking 

Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1   Establishes eye contact with 

speaker 

 Models speech 

 Expresses answers with body 

language 

 Begins to respond to spoken 

word 

 Repeats words and phrases with 

help 

 Uses some one-word answers 

 Increasingly responds to spoken 

word 

 Occasionally repeats words and 

phrases 

 Frequently uses one-word 

answers 

 Responds to spoken word 

 Repeats words and phrases 

 Answers simple questions 

 Makes simple request 

2-3  Responds to simple directions 

at times 

 Repeats words and phrases 

with assistance 

 Expresses requests with body 

language 

 Answers simple questions 

 Responds orally to simple 

directions 

 Builds simple phrases with 

simple support 

 Some simple requests with 

support 

 Gives simple directions orally 

 Builds simple phrases 

independently 

 Frequently makes simple 

requests 

 Gives or responds orally to simple 

directions 

 Generates phrases/simple sentences 

  

4-8 Learning Skills 

Levels  1 2 3 4 

N-1   At times responds to 

directions 

 Begins to learn the process 

of sequencing with 

assistance 

 Observes others during 

“silent period” 

 Occasionally responds to 

directions 

 Begins to sequence with support 

 Occasionally joins others in 

group while still in “silent 

period” 

 Frequently responds to 

directions and begins to 

question 

 Routinely follow sequences 

in actions 

 Sometimes works 

cooperatively in groups 

 Responds/questions in first language 

 Follows sequences in activity 

 Set attainable goals for 9 weeks 

(teacher/translator record for student) 

 Build partnership for learning with home 

(personal contact)   

 Contributes ideas when working with others 

 Identifies/responds and asks questions about 

learning task 

2-3  Repeats directions 

 Focuses attention on the 

task 

 Attends to the teacher’s 

modeling 

 Identifies different learning 

strategies 

 Focuses and attends to task 

 Gathers appropriate materials 

 Repeats task expectations and 

directions 

 Performs tasks with assistance 

of peers or teacher 

 Practices using learning 

strategies in guided situations 

with support 

 Requests feedback on 

progress 

 Listens skillfully and 

contributes 

 Begins to ask questions for 

help 

 Performs basic tasks after 

effective modeling; begins to 

ask questions for help 

 Selects appropriate learning 

strategies for different tasks 

 Becomes aware of learning styles 

 Stays on task with little supervision 

 Becomes comfortable with independent work 

 Begins to ask questions for help 

 Performs basic tasks after effective modeling 

 Use learning strategies as appropriate in 

content learning activities (organizing, 

cause/effect, problem-solving, predicting, 

sequencing, remembering, etc.) 

 Apply principles of working with others in 

learning activities  
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