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Autism means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal communication 
and social interaction, generally evident before age three, that adversely affects a child's educational 
performance. Other characteristics often associated with autism are engagement in repetitive activities 
and stereotyped movements, resistance to environmental change or change in daily routines, and 
unusual responses to sensory experiences. A child with a pervasive developmental disorder is included 
under the eligibility criteria for autism. 

 The team will review any existing educational data and complete all the requirements of a Full 
and Individual Evaluation. 

 Diagnosis and eligibility will be determined by a multidisciplinary team of trained and 
experienced evaluation professionals that will include a psychologist or LSSP, a speech/language 
pathologist, a diagnostician, and any other professional appropriate. The parent is also a critical 
member of the team.  

 These professionals use a range of information to distinguish autism spectrum disorders from 
other disorders by close examination of comprehensive assessment information and the 
student’s developmental history and presentation of symptoms. 

 The new DSM-5 text states “Individuals with a well-established DSM-IV diagnoses of autistic 
disorder, Asperger’s disorder, or pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise specified 
should be given the diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder”.  

 
New Criteria:  
The new criteria for diagnosis include two domains where people with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) must show persistent deficits:  
Domain 1. Persistent social communication and social interaction deficits 
Domain 2. Restricted and repetitive patterns of behavior  
People with ASD must demonstrate (either in the past or in the present) deficits in the following: 

  social-emotional reciprocity, 

  deficits in nonverbal communicative behaviors used for social interaction, and  

 deficits in developing maintaining and understanding relationships. 
 
 In addition, they must show at least two types of repetitive patterns of behavior including:  

 stereotyped or repetitive motor movements,  

 insistence on sameness or inflexible adherence to routines,  

 highly restricted, fixated interests or hyper or hyper reactivity to sensory input or 

  unusual interest in sensory aspects of the environment. 
 
Under the new DSM5, professional evaluators should also rate the severity of these deficits, based 
on what level of support they require.  
Key Changes: 
 The five major changes are: 
 1. The new classification system eliminates the previously separate subcategories on the autism 
spectrum, including Asperger syndrome, PDD-NOS, childhood disintegrative disorder and autistic 
disorder. These subcategories will be folded into the broad term autism spectrum disorder (ASD). 
Students previously diagnosed will not lose the diagnosis of Autism. 
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 2. Instead of three domains of autism symptoms (social impairment, language/communication 
impairment and repetitive/restricted behaviors), two categories will be used:  

 social communication impairment and  

 restricted interests/repetitive behaviors. 
 (Under the DSM-IV, a person qualified for an ASD diagnosis by exhibiting at least six of twelve 
deficits in social interaction, communication or repetitive behaviors. Under the DSM-5, diagnosis will 
require a person to exhibit three deficits in social communication and at least two symptoms in the 
category of restricted range of activities/repetitive behaviors. Within the second category, a new 
symptom will be included: hyper- or hypo-reactivity to sensory input or unusual interests in sensory 
aspects of the environment.) 
 3. Symptoms can currently be present, or reported in past history.  
4. In addition to the diagnosis, each person evaluated will also be described in terms of any known 
genetic cause (e.g. fragile X syndrome, Rett syndrome), level of language and intellectual disability 
and presence of medical conditions such as seizures, anxiety, depression, and/or gastrointestinal 
(GI) problems.  
5. A new category called Social Communication Disorder (SCD) has been added. This will allow for a 
diagnosis of disabilities in social communication without the presence of repetitive behavior.  
 
Evidence of Practice:  

 Full and Individual Evaluations  

 Eligibility Statements  

 Notice of ARD committee meetings  

 Copies of ARD committee meetings  

 LEA submissions of SPP 7, 11 and 12 through TEAL 
 


