
Zavalla Independent School District 
Operating Procedures 
Intellectual Disability 

 
The following local guidelines apply: 

1. If non-standardized procedures are used to administer a standardized test or developmental 
scale because of a severe sensory impairment (e.g. a visual impairment), another severe physical 
disability, or because of language or communication differences, the adaptations should be 
noted and the implications for test interpretation should be documented. Normed scores are 
based on standardized administration procedures and should not be reported if non-
standardized procedures are used to administer the test. Reporting ranges or categories of 
scores may be more appropriate. 

 
2. If a student is very young and/or has a severe disability or a severe sensory impairment, a 

developmental scale may be administered instead of intelligence tests. The student’s 
performance must be within the intellectually disabled range on the developmental scale. 

 
3. Some measures of intellectual ability result in a composite or global score rather than individual 

verbal and performance scores. When an IQ test is used which results in a single score, it is up to 
the evaluation professional to ensure that both verbal and performance skills have been 
measured and documented. If they have, the single score will suffice as a measure of both 
verbal and performance ability. 
 

4. An adaptive behavior scale must be administered and documented. Some examples of adaptive 
behavior scales include the Adaptive Behavior Inventory for Children, Vineland Adaptive 
Behavior Scales, and Scales of Independent Behavior. Document deficits in at least two of the 
areas of adaptive behavior listed in 89.1040 (c)(5)(B) above. The adaptive behavior scale 
includes interviewing a parent , teacher, and/or another individual who is familiar with the 
student’s daily activities. Deficit scores should equate to a standard score of 70 when taking into 
consideration the standard error of measurement of the test given. 

 
Evaluation of Very Young or Students with Severe Disabilities 
If the evaluation team cannot test these students in accordance with the procedures listed under the 
individual evaluation section of this procedure manual, the team must document the rationale for 
deviating from the standard procedure, as well as, state modifications used and present the results of 
the evaluation. The written report will specify the nature and extent of the disability. The educational 
evaluation of such a student may be limited to competency based or criterion referenced measures. 
Outside evaluations will also be considered. 
 
Evidence of Practice:  

 Full and Individual Evaluations  

 Eligibility Statements  

 Notice of ARD committee meetings 

  Copies of ARD committee meetings 

  LEA submissions of SPP 7, 11 and 12 through TEAL 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parent

