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Diagnosis and eligibility will be assessed by trained and experienced evaluation professionals on the 
multidisciplinary team. These professionals use a range of information to distinguish emotional 
disturbance from other disabilities by close examination of comprehensive assessment information and 
the student’s history and presentation of symptoms. The diagnosis of schizophrenia will only be made 
by an individual who is licensed and qualified to make that diagnosis in the state of Texas, which could 
include a LSSP, a licensed clinical psychologist, and/or a licensed psychiatrist. 
 
Dependent on the student’s needs a Functional Behavior Assessment may be required. 
 A Functional Behavioral Assessment is completed when a student’s behavior impedes educational 
progress for the student or other students in the classroom. Include the general education teacher in 
gathering the information below in order to develop the BIP: 
1. target the specific behavior that is impeding learning by clearly defining and describing 
the observable behavior(s). 
2. obtain information from a variety of sources including but not limited to: discussions, interviews, 

records, and direct observation. Also use any standardized instruments if available. Determine 
duration, frequency, and intensity of any patterns of behavior. 

3. identify and describe any antecedents - events that logically serve as the stimulus for the behavior. 
4. identify and describe any consequences - this is the action that is following and causes the student to 

maintain specific behavior - determine effectiveness of each. 
5. determine the purpose of the student’s behavior - usually to get something, avoid or escape 

something, or to control the antecedent event. 
6. describe the relationship of the behavior to the event and provide possible variables that can be 

changed in the setting or the situation. 
7. develop the behavioral intervention plan (BIP). Teach alternatives to the behavior and include 

positive reinforcement along with consequences. 
8. consistently implement, allow enough time for the BIP to work, and then review as needed. 

Federal Guidelines stipulate required timelines. If the student’s ARD committee agrees that there is a 
need for a functional behavior assessment, the committee may determine that there is enough data to 
complete the assessment at the ARD. If there is insufficient data to complete the assessment at the ARD, 
the ARD committee determines the timeline for the assessment(s) to be completed, which may be more 
than 10 days if warranted. 
 
Evidence of Practice 

 Full and Individual Evaluations 

  Eligibility Statements 

  Notice of ARD committee meetings 

  Copies of ARD committee meetings 

  LEA submissions of SPP 7, 11 and 12 through TEAL 


