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Ages 0-5 
The Zavalla Independent School District will transition students from ECI to ECSE as required. Parents are 
provided a document from the ECI staff that describes the process. The document: Beyond ECI is located 
on this link in English and Spanish. 
https://hhs.texas.gov/services/disability/early-childhood-intervention-services 
 https://texasprojectfirst.org/node/32 
 
 
Timelines for Ages 0-5 Activities: 

 Transition from IDEA-C to IDEA-B is conducted through coordination with Burke Center ECI.  
o The first meeting will occur 120 days prior to the child’s 3rd birthday. 
o The second meeting will occur 90 days prior to the child’s 3rd birthday. Consent for the 

assessment will be obtained in this meeting.  
o The initial ARD meeting to determine IDEA-B eligibility will be prior to the child’s 3rd 

birthday. 
 FIEs will be conducted in accordance with state and federal timelines 
 Public outreach will be conducted by disseminating information to the community (including 

private schools, residential treatment centers, day treatment centers, hospitals, mental health 
institutions, detention and correctional facilities within the geographical boundaries) concerning 
services offered to all individuals with disabilities and maintain records of efforts that may 
include: 

o Providing information regarding availability of screenings and other services through the 
local newspaper, brochures, and other print media; 

o Participating in a network of public information dissemination to assist with location 
highly mobile and migrant children, which includes contacting other agencies, day care 
facilities, community public locations such as doctor offices, hospitals, laundry facilities, 
and facilities providing services to students with disabilities: 

o Referring individuals ages 0-3 to a local Early Childhood Intervention (ECI) program for 
evaluation; 

 Appropriate staff are trained to maintain the documentation of all Child Find activities including 
students in private schools, religious schools and home schools located in ZISD. 

 
 
The transition meeting between the agency, parents and school is the cornerstone of the transition 
process. At the discretion of all parties, it can take place not more than 9 months prior to the third 
birthday but not less than 90 days before the child is eligible for the preschool services, to discuss any 
such services that the child may receive. The meeting provides an opportunity for the family, ECI and 
ZISD staff to make plans regarding the transition process. The transition meeting is an opportunity to 
explain eligibility criteria, service options, and the IEP process. The referral to the ZISD may be made 
before the transition meeting, during the transition meeting or after the transition meeting. 

 It is important to explain to the family that a delay in providing consent for ZISD involvement 
during the transition process may impede the implementation of timely, appropriate special 
education services for eligible children. The collaborative involvement of the family, ECI and 
ZISD staff ensures that a determination is made as to whether children with disabilities are 
eligible for ZISD special education services. 

https://hhs.texas.gov/services/disability/early-childhood-intervention-services
https://texasprojectfirst.org/node/32
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 The timing of a child's third birthday will influence the transition process and timeframe. 
Interagency collaboration is especially critical when the child turns three between the months of 
May and September. Generally, children turning three late in the school year should begin 
school services when they turn three. In some instances, the ARD committee, including the 
family, may decide that IEP services will begin at the start of the upcoming school year. 

 When a child turns three during the summer, the ARD committee, which includes the family, 
may begin to implement the IEP upon the start of the school year. Or, if necessary for the child 
to receive a free and appropriate public education (FAPE), the ARD committee may decide to 
begin to implement the IEP through ESY services. Note: The instructional setting code for the 
initial ESY services should be the same as the instructional setting code for services 
implemented at the beginning of the fall session. The need for ESY services must be 
documented from formal and /or informal evaluations provided by the ZISD or the parents. 
Another agency or an ECI program could provide formal/and or informal evaluation information 
as one piece of the documentation. 

 The ZISD and the ECI program will work closely to ensure that the IEP is in place for eligible 
children on their third birthday when a child is referred for services close to his/her third 
birthday. 

1. Referral from ECI (Early Childhood Intervention) Programs (all decisions will occur collaboratively 
between ECI staff, school staff, and the parents) 
A. ZISD will complete the child centered process including evaluation and ARD. Review of existing 
evaluation data, all time lines and referral requirements will be followed. 

i. When invited by the ECI service provider, the ZISD representative will attend a face to face 
meeting held up to 9 months prior to the eligible child's third birthday 

ii. a referral should be made to ZISD approximately 90 days prior to the student's third birthday. 
iii. To avoid a gap in services and to assure a smooth effective transition to the preschool program, 

ZISD will accept appropriate evaluations from an infant program serving children with 
disabilities. 

iv. ZISD will complete the referral, evaluation, and ARD/IEP process within the required time lines. 
v. Eligible preschool children will receive the necessary services as determined by the ARD/IEP 

committee beginning on their third birthday. 
B. The ARD/IEP committee will determine eligibility, educational need and develop an IEP to determine 
placement. 
C. Services to auditory or visual impairments birth through 2 are coordinated with ECI service providers 
in the development of the Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) instead of an ARD/IEP. 

i. The ZISD will document services were coordinated (including copies of progress reports), and 
ii. The ZISD has the capacity to provide services to the student throughout the year. (48 weeks) 

iii. Services are provided only under IDEA-C guidelines, not IDEA-B. Typical procedures followed 
such as: distributing Notice of Procedural Safeguards, completing the Part B referral packets, 
obtaining consents, and completing full and individual evaluations may not be followed. This 
would conflict with Part C, and cause parent confusion and may place undue hardship on 
parents. 

2. Referral by Parents / Guardians / Others (children not previously served in ECI): 
A. For children with suspected developmental delays birth through 2 years of age, the ZISD maintain logs 
that document: 
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i. within 2 working days from the date that a “Child Find” referral is received it is forwarded to an 
ECI program, (the ZISD will collaborate with the ECI program and determine appropriate steps 
based on the student age and needs), or 

ii. the ZISD will follow up with the ECI program to assure evaluation is completed within 45 
calendar days from the date the referral is received, 

iii. the ARD/IEP committee will determine eligibility, educational need and develop an IEP to 
determine placement prior to the third birthday. 

B. For children referred prior to age 3, but less than the 90 days prior to their 3 rd birthday, the ZISD will 
complete the referral and evaluation process in a timely manner following the required referral 
timelines. 
C. For children referred for services after their 3 rd birthday, the normal referral process will be followed. 
The ZISD may screen and use existing evaluation data to determine the child will meet eligibility. An 
ARD/IEP committee may temporary place the child pending the 90 day timeline for referral, evaluation, 
and ARD completion. 
3. Services: For eligible students 3 years of age and older, the ZISD will develop an IEP. If a student’s 
3 rd birthday occurs during summer, the IEP team will determine the date services under the IEP will 
begin. 
 
Evidence of Practice: 
Training artifacts (presentation handouts, sigh-in sheets, etc.) 
Media Postings 
Public Notices 
Notice of ARD committee meetings 
Copies of ARD committee meetings 
 


