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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT/PRINCIPAL

On behalf of the Board of Education, the teachers, and the other staff
members, we would like to welcome you to Billings Public School. We
are looking forward to working with parents/guardians in fulfilling the
educational goals of each of our students. When the community, the
school, and the parents/guardians work together to keep our students
actively involved and engaged in their education, everyone benefits. We
encourage both parents/guardians and students to take some time to go
over this handbook in order to familiarize yourself with how things are
done at Billings Public School. If you have questions or encounter
difficulties, please contact the office and I will do my best to assist you.
Everyone here at the school is committed to making this year as
successful as possible for all our students!

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Believing that all children can and do want to learn, we at Billings Public
Schools enthusiastically accept the responsibility of providing a safe and
orderly environment for that learning to develop. We view education as a
life-long process in which we play a vital role in preparing the student to
make sound decisions defining his/her place academically, physically,
socially, vocationally, morally, and culturally in an increasingly complex,
yet compact international community. We are convinced that this should
be a cooperative venture, linking the needs of home, school, and the
community to the aspirations of the student.

OUR GOALS

1. Promote classroom instruction as a means by which the student can
learn skills to use as career building blocks.

2. Develop student confidence in communication skills by adapting
instruction to satisfy their educational needs.

3. Encourage students to take challenging steps toward ever
higher-order thinking skills.

4. Help students to determine acceptable behavior and to accept
responsibility for their actions.

5. Instruct students in the proper care and treatment of the human body
essential to sustaining a healthful life.

6. Prompt students to see the necessity of becoming informed of, and
involved in, the democratic process.

7. Demonstrate to our membership the value of a culturally diverse
society by enlisting the resources of our own community.

8. Foster in students a view of education as a fulfillment in itself as well
as a means toward a productive end.

SCHOOL HOURS

School breakfast begins at 7:30 am in the cafeteria, and the doors
to the school buildings open at 8:00 am. Students are not to go into any
building except the cafeteria prior to 8:00 am except with permission
from a teacher or to the office for business. In inclement weather,
students may remain in the cafeteria until the doors to their buildings are
open. The cafeteria will be the sole check in spot in the mornings. You
are to go from the drop off line, straight to the cafeteria to check in.

The school day ends at 3:15 pm; all students should be out of the
buildings by 3:30 pm unless they are with a staff member.

SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION

District Business Office (580) 725-3271
High School Office (580) 725-3271
Elementary Library (580) 725-3547



2021-2022 STAFF

PreK-12 Superintendent/Physical Education Teacher
……………………………………………………………….Cory Sauser

PreK-12 Principal/Athletic Director/Co-Testing Coordinator
…………………………………………………………...Stephen Haynes

Administrative Assistant/HR…………....………………...Altair Vazquez
Administrative Assistant/Treasurer/Concession Coordinator….Una Stock

PreK/Kindergarten Teacher……………………....………….Barbara Ray
1st/2nd Grade Teacher……….……..……………..……….Karianne Bauter
3rd/4th Grade Teacher………….………....………………Joniece LeValley
5th/6th Grade Teacher/JH/HS Girls Athletics…………...…..Ashley Miner

JH/HS Language Arts/School Counselor/
Co-Testing Coordinator…………………………………......Kenna Black
9-12 Math/JH/HS Boys Athletics….……...………………..Don Thurman
9-12 Science/Elem PE/Elem Basketball…….…………....Larry Worsham
5-12 History/Social Studies/Wrestling/CC…………....….Gunnar Hadley
9-12 Agricultural Teacher………..…………………………..Brent Dugat

PreK-12 Special Education Director……………………...Rhonda Hanlin

5-12 Computers/Information Technology....……….....Jermiah Shuemake

ParaProfessional/Elem. Art…......……....…………………...Lynn Wright
ParaProfessional/Library/AR……………………………….Sarah Haynes
ParaProfessional/Attendance Register……….…...………..Latisha Parker

Building Custodian/Maintenance/Grounds Manager……...…...Tim Stock

SCHOOL MASCOT & COLORS

The Billings Public School mascot is the Bulldog.
School colors are Maroon and Vegas Gold.

HIGH SCHOOL SONG

“Three Cheers”
Three cheers for Billings High School,

Brave maroon and gold,
Their students are loyal—and their team so bold.

Rah, Rah, Rah.
Cheers for Billings High School

They’re always right.
Add one more victory and

Win tonight.
Rah, Rah, Rah.

HIGH SCHOOL CREED

I believe in Billings High School and the things for which it
stands: Honest Efforts, Clean Sports, Generous Comradeship,
Loyalty and Reverence to our God.
I believe in the school citizenship and that it is my duty to my
school to support and obey its   regulations.
I pledge to stand by it and all its undertaking and will strive to do
all within my power to better myself as a student, so that I will
become a more worthwhile citizen.



MOMENT OF SILENCE

In accordance with Oklahoma State Law (SB815), Billings Public School
will observe a moment of silence daily, so that each student may exercise
his or her individual choice to pray, reflect, or simply spend a moment of
quiet time prior to the start of a new school day.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

In accordance with Federal Law 36 U.S.C., Section 172, Billings Public
School students will recite the Pledge of Allegiance at the beginning of
each school day and periodically at school assemblies and other
activities. Students are to stand and recite the Pledge or stand and remain
quiet while the Pledge is given.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG

I pledge allegiance to the flag

Of the United States of America
And to the Republic for which it stands,

One nation under God,
Indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

OKLAHOMA FLAG SALUTE

I salute the flag of the State of Oklahoma
Its symbols of peace unite all peoples

ABSENCE POLICY

Absence: An absence is defined as any time a student misses
more than eight (15) minutes of a class period. All absences
are either excused or unexcused. Absences should be reported
by the parent or guardian no later than one (1) hour after the
start of school; failure to inform the school of an absence may
result in the student receiving an unexcused absence.

Excused Absence: There are three types of excused absences:
School-Related Absences, Professional-Appointment absences,
and Parental-Discretion absences. Students may turn in
make-up work for excused absences; students must go to the
teachers and request make-up work and make arrangements to
complete any quizzes/tests given during their absence. For
planned absences such as school activities or professional
appointments, make-up work should be arranged prior to the
absence and is due upon the student’s return. For unplanned
absences such as illness, students have the number of days
absent plus one to complete their make-up work. In the event
of an extended excused absence, arrangements may be made
for homebound instruction through the office.

School-Related Absence: Any absence in which a student is
involved in an approved school-sponsored activity will be
counted as a school-related absence and the student will not be
counted as being absent from school. The student must go to
the teachers and request make-up work prior to being absent.
Upon returning from the school-sponsored event, all make-up
work is due unless prior arrangements were made with the
teacher. A total of eight (8) school-related absences per year
are allowed; an additional five (5) school-related absences per
year may be requested from the Board of Education, if the
student is in good academic standing with his/her classes.



Professional Appointment Absence: A professional
appointment absence is defined as an absence due to a
scheduled appointment with a professional; examples would
include doctor or counselor visits. The time spent at the
appointment plus reasonable travel time can be counted as a
professional appointment absence upon receipt in the office of
a note from the professional showing the appointment.

Parental Discretion Absence: A parental discretion absence is
defined as any absence in which a parent or guardian contacts
the school and reports their student was absent. This includes
student illness (except professional appointments as explained
above), funerals, or any other absence in which the
parent/guardian feels it is appropriate for their student to miss
school. Each student receives up to ten (8) parental discretion
absences per semester; absences after eight are considered
unexcused absences. School-Related and Professional
Appointment absences do not count toward a student’s eight
(8) parental discretion days.

Unexcused Absence: An unexcused absence is defined as any
absence that does not qualify as excused (school-related,
professional-appointment, or parental-discretion). The student
will receive no credit (0’s) for all class work and quizzes
missed; however, the student will be allowed to make up tests.
Parents will be notified of all unexcused absences and students
will be subject to disciplinary action from the office; this
disciplinary action may include the student being required to
make-up the missed school day(s) in order to receive credit for
their missed class(es). Excessive unexcused absences will be
turned over to the county attorney for legal action as per state
law.

Truancy Law: Oklahoma school law holds the parent
responsible for a student’s attendance in school. A student is
considered truant when absent from the classroom without the
consent of the school or the parent. When a student between
the ages of 5-17 has five or more full-day unexcused absences
within a semester, the attendance office will inform the
parents/guardians they are not in compliance with state
attendance laws and notify the Police Department the parent is
eligible for a charge related to the absences. The charge is a

misdemeanor child neglect charge. Fines range from $500 to
$1,200 and/or 30-60 days in jail. In addition, students between
the ages of 12 and 17 may also be cited by police officers for
non-attendance in compliance with Oklahoma Truancy Laws.
The first conviction carries a fine of $50, the second is a fine of
$100, and the third and additional convictions are $150 each.
Driving privileges for student’s ages 14 through 17 will be
canceled according to Oklahoma law when students have 15 or
more unexcused absences within a semester or students who
withdraw or are dropped from enrollment without verified
enrollment in another school. Parents/guardians receive
notification letters when

ASBESTOS NOTIFICATION

The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1986
(AHERA) requires the inspection of all buildings in the school district
for asbestos. The district has complied with this act. A management plan
documenting these inspections is on file for public review. Upon request,
you may view the plan that is located at the superintendent’s office and at
each campus.

Billings Public Schools annually notifies all parents, teachers,
and other employees by posting this notice. Additionally, information
regarding any asbestos related activities, planned or in progress, will be
disseminated by posting a notice, or using handout bulletins, flyers
and/or using newspaper notice statements.

The asbestos identified in our management plan will be checked
regularly by a licensed asbestos company and by our staff to scrutinize
any changes in the material that could cause a health hazard. We will
continue to monitor the asbestos as defined by EPA guidelines. If
changes occur, our asbestos coordinator will notify the appropriate
people as prescribed by law. For questions or concerns, please contact
the superintendent’s office.



AUTOMOBILE RIDING/PARKING

Student drivers will adhere to the following administrative policies
throughout the school day:

1. Students must have a valid driver’s license on file in the office in
order to drive to school.

2. Students must park their vehicles in the designated areas
assigned by the school.

3. The school assumes no responsibility for student vehicles or the
contents within them.

4. Students will not return to a vehicle once school has begun until
they are dismissed unless they have prior permission from the
principal; this includes retrieving something from the vehicle or
driving the vehicle. Note --- this means that NO vehicle is to be
approached or driven during lunch!

5. The purpose of any vehicle policy is to protect property and
students from harm; any actions from a driver deemed to be
unsafe may result in disciplinary action from the school and may
include contacting law enforcement.

BICYCLE RIDING AND PARKING

Students who ride bicycles to school are to park them in a designated
area and leave them at once. Once parked, bikes are not to be sat on or
ridden again until the student is dismissed for the day.

BOOK BAGS AND BACKPACKS

Book bags and backpacks must be small enough to place in the student’s
locker or desk when not being carried. Bags are not to be left in
walkways or halls during school.

BULLYING POLICY

(Oklahoma School Law 70-24-100.2)
All students share the right to attend school without being subjected to
threat (physical, verbal, written including electronic messaging) of any
kind. Incidents of threats, physical assault, or severe emotional
intimidation will not be tolerated. Any student who interferes with,

threatens, harasses (including actions directed against another person
based on race, gender, ancestry, religion, disability, etc.), intimidates, or
injures another student, faculty member or school employee, either at
school, during school functions, or en route to or from such functions
may be suspended out of school for the semester in which the offense
occurs and the following semester. The student may not return to school
until it is determined that the student no longer poses a threat to self,
other students, faculty members and employees. Such person or persons
may also be charged with violating applicable school regulations,
municipal, state, and even federal laws.

BUS REGULATIONS

The bus driver will arrange for route times and pick-up/drop-off
locations with the parents/guardians of bus riders. If a student is not
riding on a given day, the parent/guardian should contact the bus driver
as early as possible so the route can be adjusted.

Only regularly scheduled bus students are to ride the bus, and
busses may only deliver students to their place of residence; exceptions
must be in writing and approved by the superintendent.

Riding the bus is a privilege that can be revoked due to improper
behavior on the bus. The bus driver has full authority to enforce all rules
and regulations; all school rules still apply on the bus.

CAFETERIA POLICY

Students will adhere to the following cafeteria policies:

1. All food and drinks are to be consumed in the cafeteria; this
includes items brought to school.

2. Use only your assigned table(s); staff has the right to assign
seats.

3. Collect your tray and milk before going to your seat, then remain
seated until you have finished eating.

4. No horseplay is allowed in the cafeteria; this includes being loud,
throwing things, or disrupting others.

5. Clean your eating area as you leave; don’t leave your tray or
trash on the tables.

6. Once finished eating, students must stay in their designated
area(s) until dismissed.



CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Students are not allowed to have electronic devices of any kind,
including cell phones, without permission from both their
parents/guardian and the office. Approved cell phones are not to be used
during school hours except during lunch, the passing periods, or in an
emergency; otherwise, phones are to be concealed with the sound turned
off. Phones are not to be taken into restroom or locker facilities; teachers
will keep student phones in the classroom if students need to use the
restroom during class. Students violating this policy may have their
phone or other electronic device confiscated by school staff to be
returned after school or to a student’s parent/guardian; refusal to
surrender a phone when requested will result in an immediate office
referral where parents/guardians will be contacted.

CLOSED CAMPUS POLICY

The campus is closed for all students during school hours; students are
not allowed to leave the school premises during school except under the
following circumstances:

1. A parent/guardian signs the student out in the office in person.
2. Permission is granted by the administration.
3. Students who are participating in a school activity and are

supervised by a staff member.
4. Students living at home, even age 18, are not allowed to check

themselves out. Parents/guardians must be present and sign
student out in the office.

COMPUTER USAGE

Students must sign the Internet access agreement before being allowed to
access the Internet services provided by Billings Schools. Teacher
supervision is required any time students are using the Internet. Students
are not to access email or unapproved non-educational web sites during
school and/or while using a computer registered to Billings Public
Schools. Computers are monitored by technology firewall software
throughout the school day. Any violation of this policy may result in the
loss of all computer privileges.

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT

Qualifying high school students may arrange to take concurrent
enrollment college classes. Students are responsible for all fees and other
arrangements involved. All other students must be enrolled in a full
seven-period day. The liability release form must be signed and turned in
to the principal before the student leaves campus to attend concurrently
enrolled classes, unless class are administered online. Concurrent
enrolled classes should be checked by the school counselor to ensure that
the class can be used to meet high school core graduation requirements at
Billings High School.

DISASTER DRILLS

All rooms have a posted sign indicating where students exit
during drills. Students should read the signs, so that they will know
exactly how to react confidently during drills. Students are to follow the
designated procedure, calmly and quickly moving the assigned area, and
are not to stop for books, personal items, or friends. Students are to
remain in assigned areas with teachers until the principal indicates it is
safe to return to class. Practice drills are conducted at various times
throughout the school year.

DRESS CODE/HYGIENE

Students are expected to present themselves in such a way as to not be a
distraction or disruptive to the education of others. This includes both
good personal hygiene and appropriate dress. At the discretion of the
principal, students may be required to change clothes or do whatever is
necessary to no longer be a distraction or disruptive in their appearance.



DRUG/ALCOHOL/TOBACCO USE OR POSSESSION

No student will use, be under the influence of, or have tobacco, alcohol
or any other drug in his/her possession during school time or at school
events. In addition to any discipline assigned by the principal, students
violating this policy will be academically ineligible for a minimum of
two (2) weeks upon the first offence or a full semester for any further
offence. As part of the discipline assigned by the principal, students will
be required to participate in school-directed drug/alcohol/tobacco
counseling. The Board of Education has approved using drug sniffing
dogs periodically. The BOE has approved the ability to administer drug
testing requirements if they see fit, in order to participate in
extracurricular activities. See Policy FNCFD

ELIGIBILITY

The Oklahoma Secondary Schools Activity Association (OSSAA)
Eligibility Policy applies to all students grades six through twelve who
participate in extracurricular activities.

Attendance: Students must attend 90% of the time in a semester
in order to maintain eligibility. A request for
waiver of the attendance eligibility policy must be
made by a coach/sponsor.

Semester Grades: A student must have received a passing grade
in any five subjects counted for graduation that
he/she was enrolled in during the last semester
attended.

Eligibility During a Semester: Grades will be checked at the end
of the third week of each semester and each week
thereafter. Students must be passing in all subjects.
Students not passing all subjects at the end of a
week will be placed on probation for the next
one-week period. If a student is failing one or
more classes at the end of the probationary week,
he or she will be ineligible to participate during the
next one-week period. The ineligibility period will

begin on Monday and end on Sunday. A student
may regain eligibility by passing all subjects at the
next grade check period. A student regains
eligibility on the Monday of the new one-week
period.

Seniors: Seniors may maintain eligibility by passing the classes
required for graduation; however, the number of
classes can be no fewer than four, and athletics
cannot be included in the four.

ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS

To enroll in Billings Public School you must have: immunization
records, birth certificate, copy of current transcript, and a withdrawal slip
from the previous school. A custodial parent or person with legal court
custody must be a legal resident of Billings School District and
accompany the student at the time of enrollment.

FERPA POLICY

With the exception of directory information, it is the policy of
Billings Public Schools not to release copies of student records to outside
agencies for record keeping, documentation, verification, or other
purposes when such information is available to the outside agencies from
the parents or guardians of students. Agencies are directed to request this
information directly from the parents. In such instances where the parent
or guardian does not have access to the requested information, Billings
Public Schools will provide information only with written permission of
the parent/guardian.

The following items are designated as directory information and
may be disclosed to outside parties without prior written consent; if a
parent/guardian does not wish to permit the district to release all or part



of their student’s directory information, they need to advise the office in
writing.
1. The student’s name and address;
2. The names of the student’s parents;
3. The student’s date of birth;
4. The student’s class designation (6th grade, 9th grade, etc);
5. The student’s extracurricular participation;
6. The student’s achievement awards or honors;
7. The student’s weight and height (if a member of a school team);
8. The student’s photograph;
9. The school or school district the student attended before he/she

enrolled in Billings School District.

FIELD TRIPS

Elementary classes will take at least one field trip per year. Sibling will
not be able to miss school to attend a field trip with a brother/sister, and
parents must use their own transportation when attending a field trip with
their child unless the parent has specifically been asked by the teacher to
assist as a sponsor, in which case the parent will ride the bus with the
students they are sponsoring.

FOOD ALLERGY

If a student has a food allergy, the Child Nutrition Department requires a
statement and signature on the letterhead of a recognized medical
authority on file. The statement must list food items the student cannot
have. The statement must be renewed annually.

FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES

Under state law, all fund-raising activities of a class or organization (and
how they might extend these funds) are controlled by the local Board of
Education. A list of activities each organization has approved as
fundraisers and what those funds can be spent for is available in the
office. Any changes in this list must be approved by the Board of
Education.

GRADING SYSTEM

Teachers are responsible for assigning grades to both individual
assignments and grading periods. For assignments and grading periods
that use letter grades, the grading scale is:

A 90-100
B 80-89
C 70-79
D 60-69
F 59-0
I Incomplete

Students in PreK and Kindergarten will not receive letter grades. At
report card time, parents will receive a list of learning outcomes for that
grading period with their child’s mastery, or lack of mastery, of each
outcome indicated.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Twenty-three (23) credits are required for high school graduation. This
includes four (4) credits of English, three (3) credits of mathematics at
Algebra 1 and above, three (3) credits of science, three (3) credits of
social studies including American History and Oklahoma



History/Government, two (2) credits of art/music/humanities, and eight
(8) electives. Students who need more than one credit for graduation
shall not be permitted to participate in graduation exercises.

GUM, CANDY, DRINKS AND OTHER REFRESHMENTS

Gum, candy, drinks, and other refreshments are not permitted in the
classrooms or playgrounds except for special occasions as determined by
the teacher; clear water and throat lozenges are permissible unless they
are a distraction. No food or drink is allowed to be kept in lockers.
Students unable to keep their locker area clean will lose the privilege of
having a locker. Billings Public Schools will adhere to all state and
federal wellness policies.

HALL PASSES

Students are not permitted in the halls during class, before school, or
during lunch without a pass issued by a teacher. Passes should be
properly dated and signed. Students may enter the building before school
and during lunch without a pass if the purpose is for office business.

HEAD LICE

Any student with head lice and/or nits (lice eggs) will be prohibited from
attending Billings Public Schools and cannot re-enter school without
certification from a Health Professional (Physician, Physicians Assistant
or RN) as defined by Section 2601 of Title 63 of the Oklahoma Statutes
or an authorized representative of the State Department of Health that
said child is no longer afflicted with head lice, and/or nits. School
personnel will perform head lice checks throughout the school year.

HEALTH SERVICES

Billings Public School is interested in the health and well being of all of
its students. All students are expected to maintain good grooming habits.

Billings Schools will administer first aid to any student as needed. Health
services are provided by Noble County Health Department.

HOMECOMING ROYALTY
To be considered as a candidate for homecoming king or queen a student
must have attended the semester prior to the election and be a regularly
enrolled student in grades 9-12 at the time of the election. A student may
not repeat himself/herself as royalty; a person who has previously served
as a queen or king is ineligible to again be nominated for that event. All
ballots are to be cast by the “secret ballot” method. If a tie should occur
among candidates, a runoff ballot will be issued, and elections will
continue until the tie is broken. Little attendants are selected from K and
1st grade; students may only be selected as little attendants once.

INSPECTION OF EDUCATIONAL RECORDS

Under the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act,
the parent or legal guardian of a currently enrolled student, or the student
themselves, if eighteen (18) years of age, has the right to inspect and
review for accuracy the student’s school records and to request
amendment to those records if inaccurate. Such parent/guardian or
student of legal age may also consent to the disclosure of personally
identifiable information contained in those records. Parents should also
be advised that educational institutions may exchange student
information for enrollment purposes without requiring parental consent.
Directory information will be given unless parent or guardian requests, in
writing to the superintendent, that it not be disclosed. All inactive student
educational records will be destroyed after five (5) years. Requests for
these records should be made before that time.

LIBRARY

Books may be checked out for two (2) weeks, with renewal privileges;
students may check out only two (2) books at a time unless permission is
granted by the librarian. Each borrower is held responsible for all books



drawn in his/her name; all books damaged beyond reasonable wear and
all lost books shall be assessed against the borrower.

LOCKERS
Lockers will be assigned to each Junior High and High School student at
the beginning of each school year. Students are responsible for the care
of their assigned locker and its contents at all times. Lockers should be
free of signs (adhesives) that adhere to the paint, questionable pictures, or
other objectionable items. It is the students’ responsibility to keep their
locker secure; the school does not assume liability for any lost or stolen
items. State law (Section 24-102 of Title 70) allows school personnel
access to lockers, desks, and other school property in order to properly
supervise the welfare of students; thus, the office must be provided with
a key or the combination to all locks put on lockers.

LOST AND FOUND

Students who have lost personal or school-owned articles may ask about
them at the office. Students finding articles in or around the school are
encouraged to bring them to the office. The school is not responsible for
personal belongings left at school, even in a locked compartment or
room. All lost and found items left at the school will be given away or
disposed of one week after the final day of school.

MEDICATION

If it becomes necessary for a student to take any form of
medication at school, a parent/guardian must give written permission and
instructions to the office. All medication, including non-prescription
medicines, must be provided by the parent/guardian and will be kept in
and dispensed through the office.

If a student needs to carry an asthma inhaler, epi pen, or other
self-administered medication during school hours, the school needs a
written statement to self-administer from a physician, physician assistant,
or nurse practitioner. According to Oklahoma state law, if a student uses
an asthma inhaler, the parent/guardian must provide an extra inhaler to
the school office in case of emergency.

MEETINGS

Meetings on school premises before, during, or after school hours must
have approval from the administration and must be supervised by an
adult sponsor; this includes class meetings.

NONDISCRIMINATION

It is the policy of the Billings Public School District that no person shall,
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, handicap, or sexual
orientation be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity and in
employment.

OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSION

When a student’s behavior results in an out-of-school suspension (OSS)
by the principal, the student forfeits the privilege of participating in and
attending school extracurricular activities. While under suspension, the
student will be supervised by a parent/guardian during school hours.
Upon parent/guardian request, teachers will provide class work
addressing completion of credit in core curriculum subjects, which
consist of English, math, science, social studies, and fine arts required by
the Oklahoma State Department of Education; all work is due upon the
student’s return to school. The student will receive a maximum 75%
credit for course work completed during the time of suspension and will
receive a zero for course work not completed; students suspended for
possession of a dangerous weapon or controlled dangerous substance will
receive no credit for schoolwork missed. Students suspended
out-of-school for ten (10) days or less may appeal the suspension to the
principal. Suspensions for more than ten (10) days may be appealed to
the superintendent and the board of education. In both cases, the request
for appeal must be made within five (5) calendar days after the
principal’s decision for suspension.



PARENT CONFERENCES

School-wide parent-teacher conferences are held once each semester;
however, teachers are encouraged to maintain regular communication
with parents/guardians. A conference can be scheduled at any time at the
request of the teacher or the parent/guardian.

PARENT CONTACT AND TELEPHONE USE

While school is in session, parents/guardians should direct all
communication to the office; if necessary, the office will get a message to
a student or have them called out of class. Calling students out of class is
a major disruption to the entire class’s education; as such, class time will
be interrupted only in cases of emergency. If a parent/guardian needs to
talk to their student in a non-emergency, they will need to wait in the
office until the next passing period. Since students are not allowed to use
cell phones except at lunch, parents/guardians are asked not to call or text
their student’s cell phone except at lunch. In an emergency,
parents/guardians should call the office and the student will be called to
the phone or a message will be delivered. If students need to make a
phone call, they must get permission to come to the office or wait until
lunch to use their cell phone; however, students will not be released from
class to make non-emergency calls.

PROFANITY

Oral, written, or gestured obscenities will not be allowed at school or
during any school function. Students using profanity will face
disciplinary action of detention, Saturday School, and suspension if
needed. Non-students may be asked to leave the school or school
function.

PROM

The prom is a traditional affair held each year to honor the senior class
and will be hosted by the junior class. Other than Billings High School
students, only persons who attend another high school or are at least 18
years old may be invited to the prom. The names of out-of-school guests
must be given to the high school principal at least two weeks before the
prom. Billings students must be academically eligible to attend prom;
out-of-school guests must be eligible based on their school’s eligibility
requirements. Once prom begins, students will not be admitted back into
the building after leaving unless it is approved by a school sponsor.

REPORT CARDS

Students will receive report cards at the end of each nine weeks period.
Notice of concern reports are mailed to parents of students failing or in
danger of failing (grade of D) midway through each nine weeks period.

SCHEDULE CHANGES

If a high school schedule change is needed, it must be done before the
end of the first five (5) days of class for the fall semester and first three
(3) days of class for the spring semester. Any class begun and then
dropped later than the specified time will result in the student receiving
an F in the course unless the principal or counselor specifically
recommends the change.

SECURITY

For security purposes, any individual entering Billings Public Schools
property, grounds, and/or facilities may be subject to surveillance by the
use of metal detectors, video security camera system, or a sound
recorder.

SENIOR TRIP

Traditionally each year the senior class will take a one day trip to
theme park (or event) that can be traveled to and from within the same
day. Even though class money is used to partially cover costs of the trip,
the school takes no responsibility for the students while on the trip;



parents/guardians of students are fully responsible for their student and
their student’s actions. The class sponsor will be responsible for
managing the class money and distributing it to the seniors, but the
school sponsor will not assume the responsibility of the
parents/guardians.

To benefit from class money, seniors must have been in
attendance 90 percent of their senior year and must have been enrolled in
Billings High School by the first semester of the senior year; students not
meeting either requirement are only allowed half the portion of the senior
class money allotted to other seniors. Seniors that do not graduate are not
eligible to attend the trip.

STUDENT CONDUCT

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a positive
manner, exemplifying the actions and attitudes that reflect the philosophy
of Billings Public Schools. This manner is expected in class, in hallways,
on campus, at extracurricular activities, or at any other event that may be
a representation of Billings.

Respect for faculty, other students, and school property is
expected at all times. Examples of respectful behavior includes no
horseplay, quiet voices, and responding positively to all faculty members
when addressed. Head or face coverings are not allowed in the
classrooms and the most affection students will be allowed to show is
that of holding hands. Students must be supervised by a staff member at
all times while school is in session.

Students who choose not to conduct themselves with the respect
expected by the school will be held accountable for their decision and
must be willing to accept the consequences of their actions. Disciplinary
actions to be taken are at the discretion of the school; Oklahoma law
states, “The teacher of a child attending public school shall have the
same right as a parent or guardian to control and discipline such a child
during the time the child is in attendance or in transit to or from the
school or any other school function.” Parents/guardians of students
whose actions have caused damage to the school or school grounds will
be held accountable for paying all damages.

STUDENT FEES

All student fees need to be paid by the end of each semester. A hold will
be placed on report cards and transcripts until all fees are paid.

TARDIES

A student will be considered tardy when he/she is not in his/her
teacher-assigned location when the bell ceases ringing. Unless the
student is ill or was detained by a member of the faculty, no excuses will
be accepted; students more than ten (10) minutes late will be counted as
absent. Teachers will report all tardies to the office where discipline will
be assigned. Three total tardy’s will count as an unexcused absence.

TEXTBOOKS

Textbooks are furnished by the school district and must be used for
several years. Reasonable care should be taken by the students to ensure
that students who follow will have the opportunity to use books that are
clean and in good condition. Students are responsible for any undue
damage or loss of books. Students will be charged for lost or damaged
textbooks.

TOYS AND GAMES

Students are not allowed to bring toys or games to school except as
allowed by a teacher for “Show and Tell” or a class project; no toys or
games are to be taken to the playground.

TOBACCO POLICY

Smoking/Vaping:
Billings High School is committed to having a vape/vaping, smoke and
tobacco  free environment for all members of the school community.
Therefore, the use or possession of tobacco products and smoking/vaping
related products on school property, at school sponsored activities, and
on vehicles used in the transportation of students is strictly prohibited.
Tobacco products include cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco, snuff, or
any other form of tobacco. Vaping products include vaping liquid and



vaporizers or e- cigarettes of any kind. Violations will result in the
following consequences:

Student: First Offense: ➢ Possible Tobacco Education Program ➢
Parent notification ➢ Notification to Athletic Director Student:

Student: Second Offense: ➢ $50 fine AND ➢ Tobacco Education OR
Smoking Cessation Program ➢ Meeting between student, parent(s), and
administration ➢ Notification to Athletic Director ➢ One  day
suspension if  student refuses to attend Tobacco Education or Cessation
Program

Student: Third Offense: ➢ $100 fine ➢ Tobacco Education OR
Smoking Cessation Program ➢ Meeting between student, parent and
administration ➢ Notification to Athletic Director ➢ Two  day
suspension if found in default of Tobacco Education or Cessation
Program

Suspicion of Smoking or Vaping: No loitering is permitted in the
lavatories and only one student in a stall at a time. Any student or
students observed in a closed lavatory stall from which smoke or vapor
odor (eg. a fruity smell) emanating will be reported to the Principal.

A suspicion of smoking/vaping violation will result in three (3) after
school or lunch detentions with a warning that any further violations of
the no smoking/vaping policy will result in a smoking/vaping violation.

Possession of Tobacco/Vaping Products: Possession of tobacco products
(cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco, snuff or any other form of tobacco),
tobacco related paraphernalia (cigarette lighters, pipes, papers and
cigarette holders), or vaping products (vapor liquid or
vaporizers/e -cigarettes of any kind) on school property will result in the
confiscation of the tobacco related items by the Administration or
Faculty and the return of items only to the parent or guardian of the
student.

VISITORS

All visitors to the school, including parents/guardians, are to report first
to the office. Visiting students in a classroom is not permitted unless
prior permission was granted by the principal. For the safety of all

students, school officials reserve the right to declare a trespass regarding
unauthorized visitors to the campus and to summon law enforcement
officials to aid in the eviction.

WEAPONS

This school district complies fully with the Gun-Free Schools Act. Any
student found to be in possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon
while at school, at any school sponsored event, or in or upon any school
property including school transportation may be removed from school for
one full calendar year or longer. Oklahoma Statutes, Title 21, Section
1272 defines firearm or dangerous weapon to be, “…any pistol, revolver,
shotgun or rifle whether loaded or unloaded, or any dagger, bowie knife,
dirk knife, switchblade knife, sword cane, knife having a blade which
opens automatically by hand pressure applied to a button, spring, or other
device in the handle of the knife, blackjack, loaded cane, billy, hand
chain, metal knuckles, or any other offensive weapon, whether such
weapon is concealed or unconcealed.”

WEATHER INFORMATION

In the event of inclement weather, the local radio and TV stations will
carry necessary information regarding school closing or cancellation. If
possible, announcements will be made by 10:00 p.m. for the following
school day; however, there may be times when weather conditions are
not apparent until early morning hours.

WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL

When a parent/guardian anticipates the permanent withdrawal of a
student from Billings Public School, he/she must notify the school office
of those intentions. A student may secure the withdrawal form, but it is
the parent/guardian’s responsibility to authorize the release. This form
clears the student’s records and fees and furnishes the receiving school
with accurate records of the student’s courses completed and those in
progress at the time of withdrawal.
student of Billings Public Schools



Handbook Notification:

It is my responsibility to read the handbook and to be knowledgeable
with the contents of the handbook. By having access to the handbook, I
am responsible for all the rules and regulations pertaining to me as a

Student Name: ______________________________________________

Student Signature: ___________________________________________

Date: ___________________

I am aware that I and my child have access to the Billings Student/Parent
Handbook. I am also aware that it is my child’s responsibility to read this
handbook and be knowledgeable of the contents in the handbook.

Parent/Guardian: ____________________________________________

Date:  ___________________

Please sign and return this sheet to the office:


