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Descriptions provided should include sufficient detail yet be sufficiently succinct to promote a broader understanding of the changes 
your LEA has put in place. LEAs are strongly encouraged to provide descriptions that do not exceed 300 words. 

Provide an overview explaining the changes to program offerings that the LEA has made in response to school closures to address the COVID-
19 emergency and the major impacts of the closures on students and families. 

Montecito Union School (MUS) students have transitioned to distance learning due to school closures.  Students participate in both 1) live 
learning opportunities and 2) extension activities that students completed independently.  Students utilize district-provided technology.  
Teachers and instructional assistants conduct these experiences from their homes, though they do have access to district technology and 
materials.  Learning continues according to the Common Core State Standards. 
English language learning support continues, as does work on Individualized Education Plan goals.  Support is given to students by a reading 
specialist, math specialist, counselor, and numerous instructional assistants.  Grade-wide and school-wide social opportunities are organized 
for students through Zoom.   
All students have access to breakfast and lunch at no cost to them or their families. 
Though our model has been successful, it is difficult for parents, staff members, and students.  Academically, it is a challenge to serve students 
through distance learning as effectively as during normal school operations.  Students need to collaborate and interact with teachers and peers 
to gain new skills and aptitudes, and this is more difficult in this structure.  Additionally, though social experiences are provided, students are not 
gaining as much social and emotional experience as they would were they at school.  Parents are working to help their children learn while also 
(in many cases) performing the functions of their job.  This goes for school staff as well who need to balance their work and home 
responsibilities.  The major impacts will not be fully understood until we return to campus and assess our students.   
That said, we are proud of the educational opportunities, social supports, and direct support to specific student populations we are able to offer. 

Provide a description of how the LEA is meeting the needs of its English learners, foster youth and low-income students. 

All Montecito Union School (MUS) students, including English learners, foster youth, and low-income students, have access to high-quality 
distance learning opportunities as well as breakfast and lunch at no cost to them.  Please see the sections below for more information. 
English learners continue to receive direct instruction to support their language development.  These sessions are conducted by the same 
highly-experienced and fully credentialed instructors that taught them during normal school operations.  These may take place as individual 



sessions or in small groups.  MUS instructors have provided translation services upon request to families who needed support to access both 
the English language instruction and the high-quality distance learning opportunities. 
MUS currently has no identified foster youth. 
MUS continues to provide supports to students in need, and this is particularly true of low-income students.  These services depend on student 
need, but may include support from a reading specialist, math specialist, or school counselor.   
Students which have an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) are given a range of supports according to their needs.  This could include 
modification of high-quality learning opportunities, targeted instruction through Zoom according to their IEP goals, sessions with a resource 
teacher, sessions with a speech teacher, support from an adaptive physical education teacher, or support from an instructional assistant.  
Annual IEP Meetings continue, including transitional IEPs for our 6th grade students.  In this way, all students with special needs are well 
served. 

Provide a description of the steps that have been taken by the LEA to continue delivering high-quality distance learning opportunities. 

All students of Montecito Union School (MUS) have access to high-quality distance learning opportunities.  Student devices were checked out 
to any family that requested them.  No families reported that they needed assistance with wireless connectivity.  Using these devices, students 
participate in both 1) live learning opportunities and 2) extension activities that students completed independently.   
The live learning opportunities are conducted through Zoom by teachers and supported by instructional assistants.  Sessions focus on 
academics based on the Common Core State Standards, with a particular focus on English language arts and mathematics.  That said, 
students also participate in science, social studies, music, art, physical education, Spanish, library, engineering, integrated subject experiences, 
social emotional lessons, and social experiences.  These live learning opportunities most often occur within a student’s regular class, though 
grade-level lessons and small group sessions also occur.  Live learning opportunities occur five days a week for a total of eleven hours every 
five days. 
The extension activities vary according to grade.  They focus on reading, writing, and mathematics, though other subject matter is also 
addressed.  These assignments range from the simple and “low-tech” (such as reading for 45 minutes) to the complex and “high-tech” (such as 
projects assigned through Google Classroom which require students to work in teams with connected documents and utilizing several different 
software programs).  Students show their progress on these assignments in a number of ways.  Younger learners may “read” to their teachers 
by recording themselves via a program called SeeSaw.  Older students may “hand in” assignments through Google Drive.  All teachers also 
utilize a math program called Dreambox. 
To assist parents and students, both the live learning opportunities and extension activities are organized through a website.  This website is 
accessible only to MUS staff and families as a security precaution.  Teachers and instructional assistants have been working from home.  They 
had access to district-provided technical devices and were sent materials for their use at home.  Kindergarten and first grade families also 
received materials, manipulatives, books, and other supplies to support our youngest students. 

Provide a description of the steps that have been taken by the LEA to provide school meals while maintaining social distancing practices. 

Montecito Union School (MUS) contracts with the Santa Barbara Unified School District for food services during normal school operations, and 
we have continued with this partnership to provide school meals.  All students of MUS may access grab-and-go breakfast and lunch by visiting 



one of eleven sites, many of which are located only a few miles from MUS.  This is available Monday-Friday from 11:30am to 1:00 pm.  
Students need not be present as parents and guardians may pick up these meals as well.   

 

Provide a description of the steps that have been taken by the LEA to arrange for supervision of students during ordinary school hours.  

Montecito Union School (MUS) works in partnership with districts and organizations from across Santa Barbara County.  Currently, programs 
exist (and still have spaces available) for families of first-responders who require child care.  We continue to monitor conditions.  
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