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RE: PARENT/GUARDIAN LEGAL DUTIES CONCERNING SAFE GUN STORAGE  
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian:  
 
Providing our students and staff with a safe educational environment remains one of our top 
priorities.  We are all aware of incidents of gun violence in our surrounding communities, and 
across the nation.  Each year in the United States, nearly 350 children aged 17 and under gain 
access to a firearm and unintentionally shoot themselves or someone else.  Nearly 637 more die by 
suicide with a gun each year.  
 
In the majority of these gun-related incidents, the minor gained access to a lawfully purchased gun 
from their residence or the residence of a relative.  4,600,000 American children live in homes 
with guns that are both loaded and unlocked. Montecito Union School District takes steps to 
ensure that campuses are safe from the threat of gun violence.  Any student found in possession of 
a firearm on campus is subject to immediate arrest, suspension, and expulsion proceedings.  
 
To further our efforts to protect students against firearms, and as a courtesy to our families, we 
would like to bring to your attention the legal obligations to protect minors from negligent gun 
storage. Please see gun storage laws summarized below:  
 
Criminal Storage of a Firearm, California Penal Code section 25100(A) 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=
25100 
 
This State statute makes it a crime to store a loaded firearm on any premises under your control, 
knowing (or reasonably should have known) a child is likely to gain access to the firearm, and the 
child gains access causing death or great bodily injury.  
 
Feel free to retrieve the full text of the above law for further details.  
 
 
Very truly yours,  
 

 
 
Anthony Ranii, Superintendent 

 


