
Shidler Public Schools, 57-I011, will offer distance learning to all students in our district from April 6, 

2020 through May, 8, 2020. One-third of our students do not have internet in their homes and many 

reside in areas where cellular service is spotty, slow or in some cases absent. Therefore, our teachers 

will prepare weekly learning packets that include both online and offline opportunities to ensure that all 

students can continue to learn during the school closure. Packets will be simplified and small in size to 

ensure parents and students can download or view on phones without overloading their data plans. 

Beginning on April 6, 2020 and updated every subsequent Monday until May 8, 2020, learning activities 

will be posted to our district website. For those who cannot access our website, our teachers and 

principals will first strive to get activities to parents by some other electronic means. If no electronic 

means at all is possible, paper packets will be made available as a last resort through curbside pickup at 

the school or at one of the lunch distribution sites throughout our district. Teachers shall maintain office 

hours from home and use these next few weeks to continue to support their students while also 

exploring additional distance learning resources, delivery methods and learning platforms. Principals 

shall support teachers in these efforts. 

Our Board and Administration are keenly aware of the heightened stress that this virus has placed on 

our families, our community as a whole, and especially on our students who have been forced away 

from their friends and school activities for the remainder of this school year. With that in mind, Shidler 

School's distance learning plan seeks to balance the need for students to continue to learn without 

putting additional stress and burden on our parents to return work for teachers to grade. The Board and 

Administration also recognize the potential for inequities to emerge if students' completed work from 

home were to reflect the level of internet connectivity and other remote learning resources available to 

our students. Resource inequities could unintentionally skew grades in favor of students who have 

better connectivity and more in-home resources. 

It is therefore our Board's and Administrators' directive that formal grades be finalized prior to starting 

distance learning on April 6, 2020 and that our instructional focus from now to May 8th be to provide 

resources to students and parents to assist in continued learning. Before assigning final grades, teachers 

will give every possible benefit to all students who were close to earning the next higher letter grade. 

For example, any student whose actual grade percentage at the time school was closed would have 

resulted in a "B" but who was close to earning an "A", shall be given the higher grade.  The same shall 

hold true for borderline Cs to Bs, Ds to Cs and Fs to Ds. The reasoning for this is that at an 

unprecedented time such as this, every reasonable advantage to students, so long as it does not create 

inequity for others should be exercised. Our Board and Administration believes that even if grades could 

not go down for any student during these next few weeks, the potential for students with more 

resources to leap over less advantaged students could affect class ranks, valedictorian, salutatorian and 

scholarship eligibility for students in grades 9-12. An exception to cutting off graded work from April 6 to 

May 8, will allow for any student with a failing grade at the time grades were finalized to continue to 

work with their teacher to raise their grade to a "D." This exception will reduce or potentially eliminate 

the need for students to repeat courses or to be retained in the same grade. 

Our counselor, administration, IEP teams and agency counselors will continue to work with students and 

parents by phone or virtual meeting space in order to provide what is needed. Our cafeteria workers are 



doing an awesome job feeding breakfast and lunch to nearly two-thirds of our total students every day 

and our feeding program is supported by volunteers from the ministerial alliance who help distribute 

the food in church parking lots in five different towns all throughout our expansive district. 

Conversations are on-going with our telephone and internet provider to look for sustainable ways to 

expand connectivity to as many households in our district as possible. 


