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Canned Food Challenge – Huge Success!! 
 
 Congratulations and a big thank you to all clubs 
that participated in the “Canned Food Challenge” 
Food Drive.  This 25th annual event was a great 
success, collecting 23,959 pounds of food!  Local 4-H 
clubs dropped off items collected to their local “Food 
for Families” Food Drive location or to needy families 
in their area. The Jr. Leader Club would like to thank 
the clubs that participated.  The top club, Kaplan 
Elementary, will receive a pizza party.  A donut party 
will be given to the 2nd place club, LeBlanc 
Elementary. 

Clubs participating were: 
Club:     Pounds Donated: 
Kaplan Elementary   4,037 
LeBlanc Elementary   3,679 
Indian Bayou Elementary  3,336 
Cecil Picard Elementary   2,610 
Dozier Elementary   1,890 
Jesse Owens Elementary  1,400.6 
Gueydan High School   1,317 
North Vermilion Middle School  1,180.2 
FIEB     983 
Mt. Carmel    866 
7th Ward Elementary   678  
Rene Rost Middle School  515 
Erath High School   450 
Abbeville High School   400 
JH Williams Middle School  379 
Erath Middle School   238.2 
TOTAL     23,959 
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Dates to Remember 
 
January  
4 Livestock Judging 
4 Premier Exhibitor  
4 Ambassador Contests 
9 Jr. Leader Meeting 
17-18 Parish Livestock Show 
22-25 District Livestock Show 
24-26 State Fashion Camp 
29  Engineering Contests 
 
February 
1 Demonstration Day 
1 Sugar & Seafood Cookery 

Contest 
6 Jr. Leader Meeting 
8-15 State Livestock Show 
18 Parish Portfolio Workshop 
22 Friends of 4-H Steak Dinner 
 
 

 
 

Reminder!! 
Demonstration Day 

 
Date: Saturday, February 1, 2020 
Place: F.I.E.B. Elementary School 

Registration: 8:30 – 9:00 am 
Contests begin at 9:00 am 

 
 

 



Demonstration Day 
 

All 4-H members are encouraged to 
participate in 4-H Demonstration Day. The 
holidays are a good time to start planning 
for this contest. For 8-12th graders, most of 
the categories are 4-H University qualifying 
events. The rules for Demonstration Day 
are in a separate packet that were given 
out at the December club meetings. For 
another copy, please contact the 4-H 
office.  

 

Portfolio and Record Books 
 
  Filling out a 4-H Portfolio may not seem 
like fun, but if you do a good job you may 
win fabulous awards.  Record keeping can 
be fun! 

 Portfolios are a very important part of  
4-H work.  By turning in a portfolio, you can 
consider your project complete and have a 
record of everything you have done 
throughout the year.  Every 4-H member 
in the 6-12th grade is expected to 
complete and submit a portfolio for the 
projects they are enrolled in. 

  Record books do involve extra time and 
effort but, the results are terrific.  Start 
working on your records today.  Mrs. 
Shannan, Mr. Hilton and Mrs. Natalie will 
present information at the February Club 
meetings.  Record books are due at the  
4-H Office, by TUESDAY, MARCH 3rd, at 
4:30 p.m. 

Parish Livestock Show and Sale 
 
 The 46th Annual Vermilion Parish 4-H 
Junior Livestock Show will be held on                
January 17-18, at the Cecil McCrory 
Exhibit Building at 1105 W. Port Street in 
Abbeville.  Sheep, swine, dairy and poultry 
will be judged Friday and beef on Saturday 
morning.  Following the show, market 
animals will be auctioned in the annual 
sale and the public is invited to attend.  
 
4-H Honor Cords for Graduating 
Seniors 
 

 To recognize graduating 4-H seniors, 
the Louisiana 4-H Foundation sponsors the 
4-H Honor Cord awards. To be eligible for 
an Honor Cord, a graduating senior must 
have been in enrolled in 4-H for three of 
their four high school years AND must 
have participated in at least one state level  
event. The state deadline for submission is 
Friday, January 31st. 
2020 4-H Honor Cord qualification 
information and application link: 
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/kids_te
ens/events/awards/honor-cord 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lsuagcenter.com%2Ftopics%2Fkids_teens%2Fevents%2Fawards%2Fhonor-cord&data=02%7C01%7CSWaits%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cce96e04cf7a04f53502608d754099456%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637070273052373311&sdata=nvzt8kqGLBnv0WJ52gQE6Rk2EnEX1optblkacKd62q0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lsuagcenter.com%2Ftopics%2Fkids_teens%2Fevents%2Fawards%2Fhonor-cord&data=02%7C01%7CSWaits%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cce96e04cf7a04f53502608d754099456%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637070273052373311&sdata=nvzt8kqGLBnv0WJ52gQE6Rk2EnEX1optblkacKd62q0%3D&reserved=0


How to Complete Project Books and Portfolios 
 
 Make a plan to complete your project books and portfolios so the activities are not done at the last 
minute. It’s important to read the front section of your project book because all books have different 
requirements for being considered “complete.” Once you learn how many activities you must do, skim 
through the entire book to select the ones that seem most interesting to you for this year. Flag them 
with sticky notes or bookmarks and begin working on them and consider doing one each weekend. 
Remember to record your complete activities in the chart which is usually found in the front of the book. 
Have your parent or project helper initial and date the activity as complete.  
 Remember that ANYTHING you do related to that project/subject can count and be listed in your 
project book—even if it is not a specific activity in the book. For example, if you are working on the 
photography project and you watch a TV show or read a magazine article on photography tips, THAT 
COUNTS and can be listed in your book!  
 Members in 4th and 5th grade simply turn in their completed books to club leaders at school before 
the parish deadline. However, 6th—12th graders have one more step—the 4-H Portfolio. The Portfolio 
can be found on-line and information typed directly into the document. The link is 
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/kids_teens/projects/4-h-portfolio/4h-portfolio Hard copies of the 
portfolio booklet will be handed out at February club meetings. The portfolio MUST be turned in along 
with your project book in order to be considered complete. This form gives you sections to list 
everything that you have done this year, both in 4-H and in other clubs and activities. It’s a great record 
of your achievements for the year and, if done thoroughly, can set you up to win top scholarships and 
honors as you grow in 4-H. The portfolio is also something you should work on throughout the year 
because information will be more accurate and complete.  
 4-H Agents are available to answer questions and assist with this important component of the 4-H 
Program. Learning how to complete and submit good project records is an excellent “life skill” which will 
help in many aspects of a member’s future.  
 To help members with portfolio completion, there will be a Portfolio Workshop for 6th – 12th graders 
on Tuesday, February 18 at 6:00 pm. Members are encouraged to bring their books and portfolios. 
Those wanting to complete the portfolio electronically may also bring a laptop. Please register by 
completing and submitting the form by January 31, 2020.  

Cut out registration form below and mail to 4-H Office 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Portfolio Workshop - 6th – 12th Graders 
Tuesday, February 18th  -  6:00 pm 

Mail to: Portfolio Workshop, 1105 W. Port St., Abbeville, La. 70510 
 
Name__________________________________________________________ 
 
School________________________________________________Grade______ 
 
Contact Phone Number____________________________________________ 
 
4-H Project Book(s)_______________________________________________ 

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/kids_teens/projects/4-h-portfolio/4h-portfolio


Exploring Agriculture 
 
Entomology 
• Not all insects are harmful to crops.  
• Bees help pollinate crops and fruits.                                    
• Insects have different types of mouthparts.  
• Caterpillars and grasshoppers have chewing mouthparts. 
 

Friends of 4-H Steak Dinner 
 The annual Friends of 4-H Steak Dinner will be held on Saturday, February 22, 2020 at the 4-H 
Office in Abbeville. Profits from this fundraiser are divided evenly between the Vermilion Parish 4-H Jr. 
Leader club and St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis. Over the past eight years, the 
group has donated over $44,000 to St. Jude’s because of community involvement in this event! 
Tickets are $50 each and include a steak dinner, entertainment and an auction. Tickets for this year’s 
event can be purchased and picked up at the 4-H office in Abbeville.  

 
4-H Engineering Contests 
Wednesday, January 29 
1:00 pm (Early Dismissal Day) 

 
 The best drivers in the parish will be determined at the 4-H Engineering Contest to be held at the   
4-H Office on Wednesday, January 29 at 1:00 p.m.  This contest is open to any 4-H club member who 
is at least 13 years old for tractor, compact tractor and ATV. If you would like more information on this 
contest, call Mr. Hilton at 898-4335. Members will take a written test and drive the vehicle through an 
obstacle course. Vehicles (tractor, compact tractor and ATV) will be provided by the 4-H office.    

 Tractor and Compact Tractor Contests are 4-H University qualifying contests for 9-12th grade 
members.  In the ATV Contest, 8-12th graders can qualify. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

                                         
 
Shannan Z. Waits   Hilton Waits   Natalie McElyea-Chittenden 
Extension Agent   Extension Agent  4-H Program Assistant 
4-H Youth Development  4-H Youth Development 4-H Youth Development 
Vermilion Parish   Vermilion Parish  Vermilion Parish 
 
 
Attention: If you need an accommodation for a disability covered by the ADA, please notify Hilton or Shannan Waits at 
337.898.4335, two weeks prior to the event. 
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