
Major Problem Behaviors Definitions 

1.  Aggressive/Foul 

Language/Gestures 

Verbal messages that include 

swearing, name calling, vulgar words 

or the use of words in an 

inappropriate manner. 

2.  Assault  An attempt to commit a battery or 

the intentional placing of another in 

reasonable apprehension of receiving 

a battery. 

3.  Battery The intentional use of force or 

violence upon the person of another. 

4.  Bomb Threat/False Alarm Student delivers a message of 

possible explosive materials being on 

campus, near campus, and/or pending 

explosion. 

5.  Cell phones/Electronics See handbook. 

6.  Cutting Class Student leaves class/school without 

permission or stays out of 

class/school without permission. 

7.  Disrespect Talking back, use of scornful and/or 

mocking voice, and/or production of 

gestures that exceed basic 

community norms for decency toward 

others. 

8.  Fighting/Aggressive Contact Actions involving serious physical 

contact where injury may occur (e.g. 

hitting, punching, hitting with an 

object, kicking, hair pulling, 

scratching, etc.). 

9.  Forgery/Cheating Student has signed a person’s name 

without that person’s permission.  

Student copies answers from another 

student or from any source not 

sanctioned by the teacher. First 

offense- Student receives a zero, 

parent is called, and office is 

notified. Second offense- Student 

receives in school suspension. 



10.  Gambling Student plays games for a profit. 

11.  Harassment Student delivers disrespectful 

messages to another person that 

includes threats and intimidation, 

obscene gestures, pictures or 

written notes. 

Disrespectful messages include 

negative comments based on race, 

religion, gender, age, and/or national 

origin; sustained or intense verbal 

attacks based on ethnic origin, 

disabilities or other personal 

matters. 

12.  Improper Hallway Usage  Student fails to keep to the right 

when moving through the hallways. 

13.  Public Displays of Affection Student engages in inappropriate (as 

defined by school) verbal and/or 

physical gestures/contact, of a 

sexual nature to another 

student/adult, either consensual or 

non-consensual. 

14.  Sexual Harassment Sexual harassment includes 

unwelcome sexual advances, use of 

sexual suggestive language, request 

for sexual favors, and/or other 

inappropriate verbal, visual, written, 

or physical conduct of a sexual 

nature at school or in a school-

sponsored activity. 

15.  Tardy Not present in the classroom prior to 

the tardy bell. 

16.  Theft Having possession, or having passed 

on, or being responsible for removing 

or plotting to move someone else’s 

property without that person’s 

permission. 
 

 

 



 

 

17.  Threat/Intimidation A threat to cause physical harm to 

another person with or without the 

use of a weapon that includes all of 

the following elements: (1) INTENT:  

an intention that the threat is heard 

of seen by the person who is the 

object of threat; (2) FEAR: a 

reasonable fear or apprehension by 

the person who is the object of the 

threat that the threat could be 

carried out; and (3) CAPABILITY:  

the ability of the offender to 

actually carry out the threat directly 

or by a weapon or other instrument 

that can easily be obtained. 

18.  Use/Possession of Combustibles A threat to cause physical harm to 

another person with or without the 

use of a weapon that includes all of 

the following elements: (1) INTENT:  

an intention that the threat is heard 

of seen by the person who is the 

object of threat; (2) FEAR: a 

reasonable fear or apprehension by 

the person who is the object of the 

threat that the threat could be 

carried out; and (3) CAPABILITY:  

the ability of the offender to 

actually carry out the threat directly 

or by a weapon or other instrument 

that can easily be obtained. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

19.  Use/Possession of Drugs and/or 

Paraphernalia. 

The possession, use, cultivation, 

manufacture, distribution, sale, or 

purchase of any drug, narcotic, 

controlled substance, or substance 

represented to be a drug, narcotic, 

or controlled substance. 

20.  Use/Possession of Tobacco The possession, use, distribution, or 

sale of tobacco products on school 

grounds, at school-sponsored events, 

or on school transportation by any 

person under the age of 18. 

21.  Vandalism/Property Damage Any act that causes destruction, 

damage, or defacement of public or 

private property without consent of 

the owner or the person having 

custody or control over property. 

Accidental acts that are self-

reported to the person and 

administration are excluded from 

this definition. 

22.  Weapons Any firearm, ammunition, explosive 

device, or knife or other object that 

can place a person in reasonable fear 

or apprehension of serious harm that 

is in the possession of a student or 

contained in the student’s belongings, 

locker and/or storage space. 

23.  Willful Disobedience Refusal or failure to follow 

directions or do what one is told in a 

disrespectful or habitual manner. 

 


