
 

 

 

 

 

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 OF 

 VERMILION PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 

 

 April 21, 2016 

 

 

The School Board met this day in regular session at 216 South Jefferson Street, Abbeville, 

Louisiana, at 6:00 p.m., with the following members present:  Mr. Ricky Broussard, Mrs. 

Sara Duplechain, Mr. Luddy Herpin, Mr. Anthony Fontana, Mr. Chris Gautreaux, Mr. 

Stacy Landry, Mrs. Laura LeBeouf, and Mr. Kibbie Pillette. 

Absent:  None. 

 

On motion of Mr. Gautreaux, seconded by Mr. Landry and carried, the following items 

were added to the agenda by unanimous consent: 

 

 Superintendent’s Office: 

 

  C. 1. c. Move to approve entering into a Memorandum of Understanding 

with the University of Louisiana at Lafayette (ULL), and the 

Louisiana State University (LSU) as it applies to the Dual 

Enrollment Program.  (as presented, copy on file) 

 

  C. 1. d. Move to approve entering into an agreement with the Iberia Parish 

School Board as it applies to CLEP testing.  (as presented, copy on 

file) 

 

  C. 1. e. Move to approve rescinding the grant for the North Vermilion 

Youth Athletic Association (NVYAA) BMX project. 

 

  C. 1. f. Move to approve proposed changes to the group health insurance 

vesting policy EGACA.  (as presented, copy on file) 

 

  C. 1. g. Move to consider the administration’s General Fund and Federal 

Program staffing revisions for the 2016 – 2017 school year. 

 

On motion of Mr. Gautreaux, seconded by Mrs. LeBeouf and carried, the Board adopted 

agenda items as follows: 

 



Adopted the minutes as transcribed for filing purposes as the official minutes of the 

Vermilion Parish School Board for the meetings held on February 25, March 10, March 17, 

and March 23, 2016. 

 

Adopted the following resolution as it applies to Attendance Awareness Week: 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 

WHEREAS, the children of our state and nation are our most valued resource; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Education, Supervisors of Child Welfare and 

Attendance, the International Association for Truancy and Dropout Prevention, and 

School Social Workers are cognizant of the need for children to attend school regularly in 

order to develop educationally, emotionally, and socially, and 

 

WHEREAS, all the people of Louisiana join with the teachers, administrators, and city and 

parish school officials in encouraging our students to attend school regularly, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Vermilion Parish School Board joins the 

Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Louisiana 

Department of Education in proclaiming the week of April 18 – 22, 2016 as 

 

ATTENDANCE AWARENESS WEEK 

 

in the State of Louisiana, and encourage all school districts to plan and develop activities to 

recognize the thousands of students that attend school regularly. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Adopted the following resolution as it applies to Teacher Appreciation Week: 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 

WHEREAS, May 2 - 6, 2016, has been designated Teacher Appreciation Week; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Vermilion Parish teaching staff has always strived for excellence in the 

areas of curriculum and instruction; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Vermilion Parish teachers are interested in the development of the whole 

child: academically, physically, emotionally and socially; and 

 

WHEREAS, The teachers of this parish have accepted the challenges of their profession 

and meet these challenges with dedication; and 

 

WHEREAS, In these times of financial crisis the teachers have gone beyond the call of 

duty. 



 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By the Vermilion Parish School Board that it 

recognizes the contributions and dedication of the Vermilion Parish teachers toward the 

education and development of the youth of this parish. 

 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED That a copy of this resolution become part of the official journal 

and that each teacher employed by the Vermilion Parish School Board be provided with a 

copy of said resolution. 

 

 * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Approved entering into a Memorandum of Understanding with the University of Louisiana 

at Lafayette (ULL), and the Louisiana State University (LSU) as it applies to the Dual 

Enrollment Program,  (as presented, copy on file). 

 

Approved entering into an agreement with the Iberia Parish School Board as it applies to 

CLEP testing,  (as presented, copy on file). 

 

Approved rescinding the grant for the North Vermilion Youth Athletic Association 

(NVYAA) BMX project. 

 

The Board received a presentation on Vision 2025. 

 

On motion of Mr. Pillette, seconded by Mrs. LeBeouf and carried, the Board approved 

proposed changes to the Vermilion Parish School Board’s policy EGACA (Group Health 

Insurance Coverage for Retirees).  Nay:  Mr. Gautreaux. 

 

On motion of Mr. Gautreaux, seconded by Mr. Pillette and carried, the following motion 

was tabled until a Special Meeting on April 27, 2016: 

 

 Move to consider the administration’s General Fund and Federal Program staffing 

revisions for the 2016 – 2017 school year. 

 

The Board recessed at 6:50 p.m. 

 

The Board reconvened into regular session. 

 

On motion of Mr. Broussard, seconded by Mr. Herpin and carried, the Board adopted the 

following resolution declaring the intent to issue certificates of indebtedness to finance the 

local share of the cost of the Erath High School and Erath Middle School Flood Protection 

Project; the certificates are to be payable over a ten (10) year period and are to be financed 

from the Trust Fund earnings that are distributed to the Debt Service Fund on a quarterly 

basis: 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION 

  

A resolution making application to the State Bond Commission 

for consent and approval of the issuance of not exceeding Eight 

Hundred  Forty Thousand Dollars ($840,000) of Limited Tax 

Bonds, Series 2016, of the Parish School Board of the Parish of 

Vermilion, State of Louisiana, and providing for the 

employment of bond counsel and other matters in connection 

therewith. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Parish School Board of the Parish of Vermilion, State of Louisiana 

(the “Issuer”), is authorized to levy a special tax of 4.65 mills (such being subject to 

adjustment from time to time due to reassessment) in each year pursuant to Section 13. (C) 

First of Article VIII of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, as amended (the “Tax”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Issuer has no outstanding indebtedness of any kind payable from a 

pledge or dedication of the avails or proceeds of the Tax; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Issuer desires to incur debt and issue not exceeding Eight Hundred  

Forty Thousand Dollars ($840,000) of its Limited Tax Bonds in the manner authorized and 

provided by  Section 1430 of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended 

(the “Act”), for the purposes hereinafter set forth;  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Parish School Board of the Parish  

of Vermilion, State of Louisiana, acting as the governing authority thereof, that: 

 

 SECTION 1.  Application is hereby made to the Louisiana State Bond Commission 

for consent and authority for the Parish School Board of the Parish of Vermilion, State of 

Louisiana, to issue, sell and deliver not exceeding Eight Hundred Forty Thousand Dollars 

($840,000) of Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2016, all in the manner provided by the Act, for 

the purpose of paying costs of  acquiring and constructing improvements for Erath High 

School and Middle School (the “Project”) and paying  costs of issuance of the Bonds.  The 

Bonds will be sold at par, will mature no later than March 1, 2026, and bear interest at a 

rate or rates not exceeding four per centum (4%) per annum. The Bonds, shall be secured 

by and payable from a pledge and dedication of the revenues of the Tax (the rate thereof 

being subject to adjustment from time to time due to reassessment) authorized to be levied 

in each year. 

 

 SECTION 2.  A certified copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to said State 

Bond Commission, together with a letter requesting the prompt consideration and 

approval of this application. 

 

 SECTION 3.   By virtue of Issuer’s application for, acceptance and utilization of the 

benefits of the Louisiana State Bond Commission’s approval resolved and set forth herein, 

the Issuer  resolves that it understands and agrees that such approval is expressly 

conditioned upon, and it further resolves that it understands, agrees and binds itself, its 



successors and assigns to, full and continuing compliance with the “State Bond Commission 

Policy on Approval of Proposed Use of Swaps, or other forms of Derivative Products 

Hedges, Etc.”, adopted by the Commission on July 20, 2006, as to the borrowing and other 

matter subject to the approval, including subsequent application and approval under said 

Policy of the implementation or use of any swap or other product or enhancement covered 

thereby. 

 

 SECTION 4.  This Governing Authority finds and determines that a real necessity 

exists for the employment of special counsel in connection with the issuance of the Bonds, 

and accordingly, Foley & Judell, LLP, of New Orleans, Louisiana, as Bond Counsel, is 

hereby employed to do and perform work of a traditional legal nature as bond counsel with 

respect to the issuance and sale of said Bonds.  Said Bond Counsel shall prepare and 

submit to this Governing Authority for adoption all of the proceedings incidental to the 

authorization, issuance, sale and delivery of such Bonds, shall counsel this Governing 

Authority as to the issuance thereof and shall furnish its opinions covering the legality of 

the issuance of the Bonds.  The fee of Bond Counsel is fixed at a sum not exceeding the fee 

allowed by the Attorney General's fee guidelines for such bond counsel work in connection 

with the issuance of revenue bonds and based on the amount of said bonds actually issued, 

sold, delivered and paid for, plus "out-of-pocket" expenses, said fees to be contingent upon 

the issuance, sale and delivery of the Bonds.  A certified copy of this resolution shall be 

submitted to the Attorney General of the State of Louisiana for his written approval of said 

employment and of the fees herein designated. 

 

 SECTION 5.   Prior to the delivery of the Bonds, the Issuer anticipates that it may 

pay a portion up to $840,000 of the costs of the project from available funds.  Any such 

allocation of proceeds of the Bonds for reimbursement will be with respect to capital 

expenditures [as defined in Treasury Regulation 1.150-1(b)] and will be made upon the 

delivery of the Bonds and not later than 18 months after the later of (i) the date such 

expenditure was made or (ii) the date on which the project was placed in service.  This 

Section is intended to be a declaration of official intent within the meaning of Treasury 

Regulation 1.150-2. 

 

      SECTION 6.   As the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Investor Protection Act 

(the “Act”) provides that certain professionals giving certain advice relative to the issuance 

of indebtedness must be registered an Independent Registered Municipal Advisors 

(“IRMA”), the Issuer hereby retains Government Consultants, Inc., of  Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana, Registered Municipal Advisors, to act as its Independent Registered Municipal 

Advisor pursuant to the provisions of the Act and Final Rule adopted by the Securities and 

Exchange Commissioners on September 20,  2013 and the adopted final release (the 

“Release”).  The Issuer hereby acknowledges that it is represented by Shaun Toups of 

Government Consultants, Inc., and that said  Shaun  Toups  is an IRMA and shall offer 

advice on structure, timing, terms and other matters relating to the Bonds, upon which the 

Issuer may rely. The fee for such services shall, whenever possible, be payable from the 

proceeds of the Bonds and the amount thereof shall be subject to approval by the Issuer 

and subject to the approval of the State Bond Commission. 

 



 SECTION 7.   The Governing Authority hereby acknowledges that it has named  

Foley & Judell, L.L.P. of New Orleans, Louisiana, as bond counsel for the Bonds, and in 

connection therewith, Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute, and the 

Governing Authority hereby agrees to and accepts the terms of, the engagement letter of 

Bond Counsel attached hereto as Exhibit A.  

 

 This resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 

Member  Yea  Nay  Absen

t 

 Abstainin

g 

Luddy Herpin    x        

Chris Gautreaux     x        

Laura LeBeouf   x         

Stacy Landry   x        

Anthony Fontana   x        

Kibbie Pillette   x         

Sara Duplechain    x        

Ricky J. Broussard   x        

 

 And the resolution was declared adopted on this, the 21st day of April, 2016. 

                /s/ Jerome Puyau                                             /s/ Anthony Fontana_____                  

                       Secretary                        President 

 

EXHIBIT A 

 

 I, the undersigned Secretary of the Parish School Board of the Parish of 

Vermilion, State of Louisiana (the “Issuer”), do hereby certify that the foregoing pages 

constitute a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Parish School Board  on 

April 21, 2016, making application to the State Bond Commission for consent and approval 

of the issuance of not exceeding Eight Hundred  Forty Thousand Dollars ($840,000) of 

Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2016, of the Parish School Board of the Parish of Vermilion, 

State of Louisiana and providing for the employment of bond counsel and other matters in 

connection therewith. 

 IN FAITH WHEREOF, witness my official signature and the impress of the 

official seal of said Parish School Board at Abbeville, Louisiana, on this, the 21
st
 day of 

April, 2016. 

 

                      /s/ Jerome Puyau                       

    Secretary 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



 

On motion of Mr. Pillette, seconded by Mr. Landry and carried, the Board approved 

appointing a Government Consultants, Inc. as Independent Registered Municipal Advisor, 

in the amount of $4,250, to assist in soliciting bids for the issuance of certificates of 

indebtedness to finance the local share of the cost of the Erath High School and Erath 

Middle School Flood Protection Project. 

 

On motion of Mr. Pillette, seconded by Mr. Herpin and carried, the Board approved 

retaining Hammonds, Sills, Adkins & Guice, LLP as special counsel to the Board. 

 

On motion of Mr. Gautreaux, seconded by Mr. Broussard and carried, the Board entered 

into executive session to discuss the following: 

 

 Student discipline 

 

On motion of Mr. Broussard, seconded by Mr. Pillette and carried, the Board reconvened 

into regular session. 

 

On motion of Mrs. LeBeouf, seconded by Mr. Herpin and carried, the Board approved 

renewing administrator contracts as follows: 

 Supervisors – Central Office – Beverly Jeannie Cormier, Madeline DeHart, Amy 

Fremin, James Gray, Lonnie Richard, and Kenyatta Small 

 Principals – Dawn Amy, Brandy Broussard, Thomas Byler, Anita Dupuis, Natalie 

Hebert, Patricia Gaspard, Janet Guerrini, Joan Romero, Susan Stephen, and 

Wendy Stoute 

 Assistant Principals – Rachelle Brown, Ward Courville, Kimberly Etie’, Christine 

Hebert, Denise Lotief, Sonya Louviere, Kristin Moore, Lyndelle Theriot, Patricia 

Thibodeaux 

 

The Board received Information and Advisory received Information and Advisory Reports 

as follows: 

 

 Business Department 

 

  Oil & Gas Revenue Report 

  Sales Tax Report 

  Insurance Fund Report 

 

 Human Resources Department 

 

  Personnel list: 

 

MATERNITY LEAVES 

 

Colden, Samantha - Jesse Owens Elementary – Teacher – effective May 24, 2016, through 

July 5, 2016 



 

Landry, Brittany - Herod Elementary – Teacher – effective May 3, 2016, through June 14, 

2016 

 

Moy, Randi – North Vermilion High – Paraprofessional – effective May 10, 2016, through 

June 21, 2016 

 

RESIGNATIONS 

 

Green, Chassidy - JH Williams Middle – Teacher – effective April 5, 2016 

 

Langley, Carl (RRTW) - Gueydan High – Teacher – effective May 27, 2016 

 

O'Neal, Amy – Cecil Picard Elementary – Teacher – effective May 27, 2016 

 

Strong, Robin - Seventh Ward Elementary – Teacher – effective May 27, 2016 

 

RETIREMENTS 

 

Gradnigo, Simpson (Disability) - Erath High – Teacher – effective April 1, 2016 

 

Hargrave, Judy - Jesse Owens Elementary – Paraprofessional – effective May 27, 2016 

 

Romero, Alvin - Kaplan High – Teacher – effective May 27, 2016 

 

Sellers, Jodie - Abbeville High – Teacher – effective May 27, 2016 

 

********************* 

 

LEAVE WITHOUT PAY (Change in Location) 

 

Meaux, Deborah - Kaplan High (changed from Rene Rost Middle) – Teacher – effective 

July 15, 2016 through July 14, 2019 

 

On motion of Mr. Broussard, seconded by Mrs. LeBeouf and carried, the Board adjourned 

the Regular Meeting #10 at 8:32 p.m. 

 

 

/s/ Anthony Fontana 

Mr. Anthony Fontana 

President 

 

 

/s/ Jerome Puyau 

Mr. Jerome Puyau 

Secretary-Treasurer 


