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_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1) Graduating Senior Waivers 
a) Completing the FAFSA is not a graduation requirement, however students who do not complete 

the FAFSA must complete the hardship waiver.  NOTE:  ALL students who will be attending a 
post secondary institution should complete the FAFSA.  This is REQUIRED in order to be 
eligible for TOPS or ANY other financial assistance.  

b) Industry Based Credentials, for seniors graduating on the Jumpstart graduation pathway have 
been waived as a requirement for graduation. 

c) All graduating seniors who still need passing LEAP scores to graduate will not be required to 
take and pass the LEAP.  This requirement is waived for graduating seniors only! 
 

2) Senior Course Credit 
a) Since high school students completed over 50% of full credit coursework by the closure of 

schools on March 16, 2020, the district will determine course proficiency and award carnegie 
units based on the minimum attainment of 1 quality point earned by averaging the first and 
second grading period of the Spring Semester. 

b) Those seniors currently failing courses averaging less than one quality point (F/F, D/F, or F/D in 
the 1st and 2nd GP), will have the opportunity to earn the quality point required for the credit. 
Students in this situation will be contacted by the school counselor or teacher.  Students or 
parents who have questions can also email the senior counselor or teacher for more 
information. 

c) Senior Students Currently Enrolled in Edgenuity Courses 
i) These students should continue working in Edgenuity from home. 
ii) We are actively seeking a process to begin allowing students to take tests in Edgenuity 

from home in a proctored environment.  Edgenuity students who are ready for an exam, 
should email the school Edgenuty Coordinator to set up a test. 
 

3) Graduation Ceremony Considerations - Iberia Parish understands that graduation ceremonies are 
an important culmination to a student's work during the last four years.  The district is committed to 
providing this opportunity for our students.  We are currently exploring options to provide a recognition 
and celebration of our students' hard work.  A tentative date for district graduations has been set 
for the week of July 13 - 17, 2020.  More details and information will be forthcoming as state and 
local governments provide guidance for gatherings in the coming months. 

 
4) GPA Calculations for Spring Semester Courses and TOPS Information  

a) Final averages must be calculated based upon the grades earned for the first and second 
grading period.  

b) LDOE understands that extended closure of school may have caused some students to have an 
average that may hurt their TOPS GPA.  Because of this, they are allowing students the option 
to either have the grade (average of the 1st and 2nd grading period) or a Pass/Fail (P/F) 
recorded on their transcript.   *If the Pass/Fail option is chosen, the course will not be calculated 
in their TOPS GPA. 



i) The district will default to posting the calculated final course average on transcripts. 
Students/parents who opt for the P/F to be recorded on their official transcript 
must contact the counselor to request the option be applied.  

ii) Students who are anticipating TOPS should weigh the cost of including a “P” on their 
transcript by using the TOPS GPA calculator on the LOSFA Student Hub.  Counselors 
can assist these students in using the tool to estimate a GPA with and without the “P” 
options. 
 

5) Deadlines for Seniors Wishing to Participate in Prospective Graduation Ceremonies 
a) The deadline for seniors to complete all Summer School coursework AND be eligible to 

participate in graduation ceremonies is Wednesday, July 1, 2020.  
b) If all coursework and exams required for graduation are not completed by the close of Summer 

School on July 1, students will not be allowed to participate in the prospective July ceremonies.  
c) All courses not completed by the close of Summer School on July 1, 2020 will be locked and no 

coursework or testing will be allowed until after July 21, 2020.  
 

6) The following scenarios are included to help you make the best decision about reporting courses on 
your transcript. How will choosing to report a grade of a P/F impact your TOPS eligibility?  
 

a) Q: Is there an exception for the TOPS Core GPA due to COVID-19 school closures?  
A: No. TOPS requires a minimum TOPS Core GPA of 2.50. This requirement still applies even if a 
student chooses to receive Pass/Fail grades from your high school.  

 

b) Q: If I did not have a TOPS Core GPA of 2.50 when I graduated high school due to 
COVID-19 school closures, can I get a higher GPA in college and receive TOPS then?  
A: No. You are awarded TOPS based on your academic performance in high school. You must meet the 
TOPS requirements at the time of graduation from high school. 
 

c) Q:  I am a student. My school is giving me the option to receive a Pass/Fail grade for one 
or more of the courses required to complete the TOPS Core Curriculum. How will that 
affect my TOPS Core GPA?  
A: For TOPS purposes, courses graded on Pass/Fail basis are not assigned a quality point value and are 
not included in the calculation of the TOPS Core GPA. A TOPS core course that is completed as a “pass” 
is not included in the grade point calculation in any way. If a course is graded on a Pass/Fail basis, the 
unit earned will not be included to calculate the TOPS Core GPA. Passed courses will be used to satisfy 
the TOPS core curriculum requirements, but they will not increase a student’s GPA. Failed courses 
cannot be counted in the number of units needed to satisfy the TOPS core curriculum requirement.  
Example for students: If one of your TOPS Core courses is graded on a Pass basis, your TOPS 
Cumulative GPA will be computed by dividing your total grade points by 18 units instead of 19 units. If two 
of your TOPS Core courses are graded on a Pass basis, your TOPS Cumulative GPA will be computed 
by dividing your total grade points by 17 units instead of 19 units.  
 

d) Q:  I am a high school senior and currently have a 2.49 TOPS Core GPA. I chose to 
receive Pass/Fail grades for my courses and passed all the TOPS Core courses, will I be 
eligible for TOPS?  
A: No. A course that is passed will be used in counting the number of units needed to satisfy the TOPS 
Core Curriculum requirement; however, no numerical value will be assigned to that Pass grade. As a 
result, your TOPS Core GPA would remain 2.49. TOPS requires that you earn at least a 2.50 GPA, which 
means you would not be eligible for a TOPS Award. 
 

e) Q: I am a student and chose to receive Pass/Fail grades. I failed one of the courses in the 
TOPS Core Curriculum. Does this affect my TOPS Eligibility?  



A: Yes. A failed course cannot be counted in the number of units needed to satisfy the TOPS Core 
Curriculum requirement. If you needed this course in order to meet the Core Curriculum requirements and 
you received an “F,” you would not have met the Core Curriculum, and you will not be eligible for a TOPS 
award.  


