
Dear USD 258 Students, Parents, and Patrons, 

This is an unprecedented time in our state and district. However, it gives me great comfort to 

know that we have a district full of staff that are talented, loving and out of the box thinkers, 

amazing and resilient students and parents, and a tremendously supportive community and 

parents. Together we will become stronger, more resilient and collaborative on how we plan for 

the future. 

On Tuesday, March 17th, 2020, Governor Kelly issued an executive order that school buildings 

would essentially be closed for the remainder 2019-2020 school years, but that schools would be 

developing Continual Learning Plans (CLP) to meet the educational needs of all students. The 

Kansas Department of Education convened a task force of educators from across the state to 

develop guidance to districts in developing their plans. On Thursday, March 19th, 2020, their 

report was released.  

Our staff will be working very hard over the next few days to review the report and create a 

framework and process for developing the USD 258 Continuous Learning Plan (CLP). On 

Monday, teachers will begin meeting and working to create this plan for their classrooms, 

courses, and students. We will be hard at work March 23rd - March 27th.  

While some details are unknown at this time, what I can tell you about our continual learning 

plan at this time is as follows: 

 We will be focusing on essential learning and essential outcomes for students - “less is 

more.” 

 This will be a flexible plan that is adaptive as needs change. 

 Relationships, social/emotional and mental health supports will be a key focus throughout 

the plan. 

 We will establish a consistent and agreed upon framework of expectations, 

communication models and practices that all stakeholders share. 

 The plan must support all populations of students. 

 Instruction models may be a blending of non-technology, face to face, and virtual 

platforms. 

 KSDE task force guidance has recommendations on time for students to spend on 

learning each day -- this will not look like the typical 7 hour day.  

o KSDE recommended guidelines for MAXIMUM student commitment each day 

are as follows:  

 Pre-K : 30 minutes 

 Grades K-1: 45 minutes  

 Grades 2-3: 60 minutes  

 Grades 4-5: 90 minutes  

 Grades 6-12: 30 minutes per teacher (3 hours max in a day) 

 The plan will have input from multiple stakeholder groups.  

 The CLP will not just be making copies of worksheets and sending them home. 

 The CLP will not be hours of screen time for students and parents. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12pW5c-I44dq46zgQFZH7SluYU9YZXU0b
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Communications/Publications/Continuous%20Learning%20Task%20Force%20Guidance.pdf?ver=2020-03-18-230653-693


We understand that all families and students will have situations and needs that are unique. As 

staff work to create and finalize the plan, we will keep this in mind. 

A huge thank you to our custodial department who has been deep cleaning the buildings all 

week, to our Food Service staff who is preparing free Grab and Go Breakfast and Lunches 

beginning Monday, March 23rd, and to our administrators and staff who gave up their Spring 

Break to begin working on this plan. To teachers who have been working on reading and finding 

ideas that they can incorporate during the CLP, Thank you from the bottom of my heart! 

Parents and community members have been extremely supportive through what I know are times 

filled with anxiety and uncertainty. I know that you have a lot of questions and hopefully we 

have been able to answer them through Facebook, all calls and emails. 

A COVID-19 link will be added to the district website and school app. All COVID-19, 

continuous learning plan news and announcements will be placed here. We will also use our 

district Facebook page and all call system for updates. 

In the words of Gene Kranz, flight director of Apollo 13, when told that the outcome of this 

mission “could be the worst disaster that NASA ever experienced” - he responded by saying, 

“With all due respect sir, I believe this will be our finest hour”.  

While this situation is far from ideal, by working together, I have no doubt that we have the 

opportunity to make this our finest hour.  

Respectfully, 

Kay Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 


