
PRE AP English 1 
 

Pre AP English I - (1 credit) Prerequisite: Identification as Gifted/Talented 

 Pre-AP English I engages students in learning all the essential knowledge and skills of 
English I while providing greater depth. This enhanced curriculum builds the tools 
necessary to succeed in AP Language and Literature classes. Independent reading in 
Pre-AP courses is structured to support students’ interaction with a text through the 
application of close reading analysis with Pre-AP and AP reading strategies, leading to 
an ability to independently analyze any new text. Students are confronted with 
increasingly challenging texts, both classic and contemporary, fiction and nonfiction. 
Students are challenged by complex writing tasks in persuasion, argumentation, literary 
analysis, and synthesis in order to build capacity to write effectively in these rhetorical 
modes. With exposure to AP strategies, prompts, nonfiction texts, and varied writing 
tasks, students will exit the program equipped with the kind of higher-order thinking 
skills, knowledge, and behaviors necessary to be successful in AP classes and 
post-secondary education. This course will require an End of Course Exam.  
 

First Nine Weeks: 

Unit 1: Telling Details (Short Stories and Visual Texts)  

Unit Overview: In this unit, as readers of visual texts and short fiction, 
students go beyond the superficial identification of visual and literary 
elements such as brushstrokes and plot moves and attempt to solve the 
mystery of how the artist and author have employed their crafts to reach 
their audience. Students also learn to present their analyses in sentences 
and paragraphs that capture the telling details discovered through close 
observation.  

Key Concepts and Skills : 
* Critical reading of short stories  

and visual texts  



* The writing process  

• Analytical writing  
                 • Meanings of words in context  
                   *Precise language 
                   • Conventions of standard English 
                   • Collaborative conversations  

Recommended for inclusion in the flexible weeks:  

• Narrative writing  

 

 

 

 

Second Nine Weeks: 

Unit 2: Pivotal Words and Phrases (Poetry and Drama)  

Unit Overview: In this unit, students focus on the meaning and impact of 
individual words and phrases as they explore the work of poets, performers, 
and dramatists. By studying multiple drafts of a poem, students learn about the 
work of revision and the way in which authors select specific words to express 
their intended meaning. Students will also practice oral delivery and 
performance as an extension of their analysis of key words and phrases in 
short, dramatic scenes.  

Key Concepts and Skills: 
                 Critical reading of poetry and 

dramatic scenes  

The writing process  

               • Analytical writing Meanings of 
words in context  



                 Precise language  
              • Conventions of standard English  
              • Collaborative conversations  
               • Oral presentations and performances  
 

 

Third Nine weeks: 

Unit 3: Analytical Reading and Writing (Nonfiction, 
Including a Collection of Essays)  

Unit Overview: In this unit, students engage deeply with a collection 
of thematically linked nonfiction texts, including narrative and 
argumentative essays and speeches. These texts present multiple 
perspectives, styles, and structures as they present exemplary 
models of well-constructed analyses. Through their deep work with 
these model texts, students identify topics for further study as they 
learn to plan, craft, and revise their own written analyses.  

Key Concepts and Skills: 
Featured in the Unit 3 lesson 
set:  
• Critical reading and analysis 
of nonfiction texts  

        • Evaluating arguments - 
Synthesizing ideas from multiple 
texts  
• The writing 
process  

- Analytical writing - Meanings of words in context 
 - Precise language -  
  Conventions of standard English  
. Collaborative conversations  



Recommended for inclusion in the flexible weeks:  
            - Sharing research  

• The research 
process  

 

Fourth Nine Weeks: 

 

Unit 4: Effective Beginnings (Opening Chapters of Novels)  

Unit Overview: In this unit, students examine the opening chapters of 
novels selected for literary merit, exceptional craft and style, and student 
engagement. By using multiple examples of opening chapters, the lesson 
set provides a model of close reading that students continue as they study 
a full novel selected by the classroom teacher. As the culminating unit, 
there is an opportunity and expectation for students to apply their year-long 
learning of close reading for telling details, pivotal words and phrases, 
author's purpose and choices, and analytical reading and writing to their 
novel study and literary analysis essay.  

Key Concepts and Skills: 
      . Critical reading of novels . 

Literary analysis  

         The writing process  
• Analytical writing  

          Meanings of words in context  

• Precise language  

 Conventions of standard English  
    • Collaborative conversations  
 
 
 



Along with these elevated skills, students will continue ongoing vocabulary 
throughout the year, grammar, sentence structure and the creation of expository 
essays.  These essays will be practiced for state test mastery as well as learning 
to write literary analysis.  Novels will be used as anchor texts as well as poetry, 
non fiction, speeches, essays and drama pieces.  Students will be expected to 
read some of these pieces on their own and produce quality annotation and 
analysis pieces as well as open ended responses.  Students will learn the AP 
style multiple choice questioning. 
 
Certain areas of study may have to move to different time slots and are subject to 
change if need be.  Students will be held to a higher standard and should be able 
to produce work independently after instruction. Students taking this class do 
receive higher grade points. 


