
 
 
 
 
 

April 18, 2020 
 
 
To the Medina ISD Families, 
 

On April 17, Governor Greg Abbott announced that schools will be closed for the 
remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. This follows guidance by President Trump indicating 
schools should remain closed in order to prevent the spread of COVID-19. As scheduled on our 
district calendar, the last day of school for Medina ISD is May 24. This move also forced the UIL 
to cancel the remainder of all spring events as well which I know is a disappointment for all. I 
know that this probably isn’t what most of you wanted to hear, but we continue to focus on 
keeping our students and families safe during this critical time. 

Online instruction will continue through the end of the school year with guidance from 
Texas Education Commissioner Mike Morath. We have built systems and structures to deliver 
learning online for the time being and while we recognize this system is not perfect, we believe it 
will allow us to successfully complete the year while we focus on our planning for the reopening 
of school in August as well as re-strategizing to make up for any lost learning in the current 
year. We are also aware that Medina ISD is ahead of many schools in our distance learning and 
online curriculum as we have not missed even a week of instruction since the Covid 19 
pandemic shut schools down. We will hopefully be winding down on our curriculum sometime in 
May so the load of distance instruction may lighten up without STAAR and EOC tests being a 
part of the May curriculum as planned  

It has been at the forefront of our planning from the very beginning of this crisis not to 
short change our students on the instruction they would have received in the classroom versus 
online learning. Teachers have followed their planned 32curriculum including the lesson plans 
and TEKS that were already built to meet state requirements for those courses. 

I am hopeful to have a decision regarding graduations and 8th grade promotion soon. It 
is my hope that we would be able to do in person events perhaps later in the summer, however, 
we are also discussing what virtual graduation ceremonies would look like. Ultimately, any 
decision we make will be one that honors and celebrates our graduates. 

This has been an incredibly challenging time for our entire school district and community. 
Thank you for your patience and understanding as we have dealt with this unprecedented 
situation. Our staff has performed in an unbelievable manner and I am so proud to be a part of 
this organization. We are MEDINA PROUD and we look forward to the day that we are able to 
welcome our students and staff back to our buildings. 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Kevin W. Newsom - Medina ISD Superintendent 


