
 
 
 
 
 

Hello Medina ISD Family, 
 
 What a wild and crazy ride we have been through as we wind up the 
2019 -2020 school year. So much uncertainty, fear, unknown and first times 
have plagued the second semester of the school year. We have had to make so 
many decisions without any prior data to support them, to the point that each 
and every one of them I followed with a prayer. One thing we have focused on 
however is not to make decisions in haste or to be a follower of what others 
have done. We have communicated and collaborated with our friends in 
Bandera as so many of our families from this county have family members in 
both schools. 
 This Administrative team, Board of Trustees and myself have focused on 
decisions with planning, ones that are in line with this school and community 
and the ones that are identifiable as what is best for our Medina ISD students.  
With that being the basis of our decisions, I feel they have been good for our 
kids. As many of you know, these decisions were either passed down from 
national, state, county or local officials and we had little say in some instances. 
 One thing I have certainly learned throughout this process is just 
because it appears on social media or the mainstream media, doesn’t mean it’s 
true. You can watch and hear something on one channel and change channels 
and get another completely different story that pertains to the exact same 
story. The negativity, the childish behavior and the fact that some people 
believe anything they read on social media scares me beyond worrying about 
the pandemic itself.  
 It is a horrible virus and the real issue is how we can protect our loved 
ones and those most vulnerable to the disease first. I know safety is first and 
foremost amongst our students, family and all of those who are more 
susceptible to the disease. Unfortunately, politics have stolen the truth from 
us and prevented us getting the facts anymore which is sad. Regarding making 
decisions for our school, there are sources I trust and rely on to help me 
educate our board, administrative team and staff members when it comes to 
doing what is best for our students. 
 Now the basis of this article is to answer the question on so many of 
your minds, “What will school looks like when we come back? How will it be 
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the same or different? Will we even come back to school?” I believe whole 
heartedly that one of the safest places for our children is in school.  
 Many kids have been latch key children over the last several months, 
not by choice but because they had parents who had to work so they could 
support their families. Many parents in our community were essential 
workers and while nothing changed for them as far as reporting to their jobs. 
Many of them faced challenges when their kids were sent home to finish 
school virtually and home alone. On campus we have custodians continually 
sterilizing and wiping down everything top to bottom to prevent the spread of 
germs, bacteria and of course viruses. We follow guidelines for health and 
safety that are mandated whether it be ones we agree with or not. Again, the 
safety of your children is first and foremost. We have a full time resource 
officer protecting our students when we are in school. Teachers can have 
interaction with students as well as helping them first hand with all of their 
work and pushing them to do their best. 
 As you get battered with all different stories such as one Superintendent 
identified as the “new normal”, please understand that is probably not the 
way this Superintendent views it. I believe in the public education system and 
always have. I also believe in all of the things the school offers that online 
teaching doesn’t! I believe every student needs that one on one 
student/teacher interaction and I believe they need extra-curricular activities 
(all of them) and those rewards enhance the learning process as well as build 
lifelong skills each student takes with them into adulthood. I believe we need 
to be safe and protect our kids but I also believe the public school system has 
been successful for generations and will continue to serve our kids for future 
generations as well. Even though there may be new safety precautions and 
guidelines we need to adhere to, there is not some new world order of online 
learning we must transition to. Give me a teacher and we will help raise and 
educate your child with someone who has a passion to see them excel and is 
rewarded by seeing your child succeed.  
 I also believe that children who go to school together, learn together, 
compete together, play on teams together and share the same school pride 
together worry a lot less about racism and discrimination. Our country is in 
turmoil at this time and we as Americas are to blame for letting things get to 
this point. If Americans would sit back and watch children in our public school 
systems there is so much to be learned from each of them on how to get along 
and interact. It is time to learn from our children and hopefully remember we 
are all Americans just like we are all Bobcats here in Medina. 



 As of today at Medina ISD we will make no hasty decisions on school 
next year. We will watch, listen, learn, collaborate and make decisions that are 
in the best interest of your child. Make no mistake we are planning on going 
back to school this August and teaching students with our teachers in person! 
 
Kevin W. Newsom – Medina ISD Superintendent 


