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Prevention and Mitigation Strategies  

Last year, EISD implemented several strategies that were designed to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19. Some of these strategies were additional hand sanitizer stations throughout the 
district, additional backpack sprayers used to disinfect classrooms and other parts of each 
campus throughout the day, thermometers designed to check everyone’s temperature as they 
entered the building, thermometers placed on busses that would be used to check bus rider’s 
temperatures as they entered the bus, additional time at each campus for students to wash their 
hands during the day, additional supplies that allowed teachers, students and aides to clean 
surfaces multiple times throughout the day, and the wearing of masks and shields by staff 
members and students. 

At our Primary School, a noticeable decline in the number of flu-like illnesses and strep was 
observed during the winter months. In the past, these two afflictions have caused us to miss days 
for additional cleaning and to try to prevent further spreading of both flu and strep. While the 
Primary did participate in almost all the mitigations described above, our Primary students were 
not required to wear masks. Therefore, we have some evidence that the cleaning regimen was 
effective in lowering the spread of not only COVID 19, but of other infections as well. 

EISD is committed to continue the cleaning program that was used in 2020-2021. This includes 
providing disinfectant for our backpack sprayers to be used throughout the day and after school 
hours to provide a deep cleaning every day. EISD is also committed to keeping the extra hand 
sanitizing stations filled and providing extra time for handwashing each day. EISD will also 
continue to furnish all the supplies necessary for staff and/or students to clean surfaces multiple 
times during the day.  

Masks 

Per the governor’s executive order, masks will not be mandated in Eustace ISD. Eustace ISD 
will respect the individual decisions of families regarding whether to wear masks or not. Masks 
are recommended, but not required.  

Testing 

Eustace ISD will continue to offer testing to our students and staff members. Parents may request 
testing for their child. Not only is parental written permission required for student testing, but in 
most cases, parents will need to be present for student testing. There is no limit on the number of 
times a student may be tested.  



In cases where multiple members of a household are experiencing COVID symptoms, parents 
may request that all household members be tested.  

Each campus has established protocols for testing. Below are the numbers to call to schedule a 
test. You may schedule a test at any campus. It does not have to be the same campus that your 
child is enrolled. 

High School – 903-425-5161 

Middle School – 903-425-5171 

Intermediate School – 903-425-5181 

Primary School – 903-425-5191 

 

Staff members may request testing as many times as they feel is necessary. 

 

Notification Requirements 
 
If an individual who has been in a school is test-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school  must 
notify its local health department, in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws 
and regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 

 
Upon receipt of information that any teacher, staff member, student, or visitor at a school is 
test-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school must submit a report to the Texas Department of 
State Health Services via an online form. The report must be submitted each Monday for the 
prior seven days (Monday-Sunday). 

 

Consistent with school notification requirements for other communicable diseases, and 
consistent with legal confidentiality requirements, schools must notify all teachers, staff, and 
families of all students in a classroom or extracurricular or after-school program cohort if a test-
confirmed COVID-19 case is identified among students, teachers or staff who participated in 
those classrooms or cohorts.  

 
 

Students Who Have COVID-19 

 As provided in this Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Rule, school systems must 
exclude students from attending school in person who are actively sick with COVID-19, who are 
suspected of being actively sick with COVID-19, or who have received a positive test result for 
COVID-19, and must immediately notify parents if this is determined while on campus. 
 



Parents must ensure they do not send a child to school on campus if the child has COVID-19 
symptoms or is test-confirmed with COVID-19, until the conditions for re-entry are met. See the 
DSHS rule for more details, including the conditions for ending the exclusion period and 
returning to school. 

A school administrator shall exclude from attendance any child having or suspected of having 
COVID-19. Exclusion shall continue until the readmission criteria for the conditions are met. 
The readmission criteria for COVID-19 is as follows: 

If symptomatic, exclude until at least 10 days have passed since symptom onset, and fever free*, 
and other symptoms have improved. Children who test positive for COVID-19 but do not have 
any symptoms must stay home until at least 10 days after the day they were tested. 

*Fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever suppressing medications. Fever is a temperature 
of 100° Fahrenheit (37.8° Celsius) or higher. 

Students Who Are Close Contacts 

As a reference, close contact determinations are generally based on guidance outlined by the 
CDC, which notes that individuals who are fully vaccinated may not need to follow the stay-at-
home period.  
 
As noted above, public health authorities will be notified of all positive cases in schools. While 
school systems are not required to conduct COVID-19 case investigations, local public health 
entities have authority to investigate cases and are currently engaged in cooperative efforts on 
that front. Participation by individuals in these investigations remains voluntary. If school 
systems are made aware that a student is a close contact, the school system must notify the 
student’s parents.  
 
School systems may choose to require household-based close contact students to stay at home 
during the below stay-at-home period if they are in an area with high or rising COVID case rates. 
This applies specifically to students who are close contacts because an individual who lives in 
the same household is COVID-19 positive.  
 
Independent of whether a school system chooses to implement the above requirement, parents of 
students who are determined to be close contacts of an individual with COVID-19 may opt to 
keep their students at home during the recommended stay-at-home period. In cases when it is 
permitted, parents who opt to send their children to school in the two weeks following exposure 
are encouraged to closely monitor their children for symptoms.  
 
For individuals who are determined to be close contacts, a 14-day stay-at-home period was 
previously advised by the CDC based on the incubation period of the virus. CDC has since 
updated their guidance, and the stay-at-home period can end for students experiencing no 
symptoms on Day 10 after close contact exposure, if no subsequent COVID-19 testing is 
performed.  



Alternately, students can end the stay-at-home period if they receive a negative result from a 
PCR acute infection test after the close contact exposure ends. 

Staff Who Have COVID-19 or Who are Close Contacts 

Similar to students, school systems must exclude staff from attending school in person who are 
actively sick with COVID-19, who are suspected of being actively sick with COVID-19, or who 
have received a positive test result for COVID-19. Staff may return when the re-entry conditions 
have been met, as described in the DSHS rule used for students.  
For staff who are not fully vaccinated who meet the close contact threshold with a COVID-19 
positive individual, it is recommended that the school system require that staff remain off 
campus during the stay-at-home period, but this is a local employment policy decision.  

For staff who meet the close contact threshold with a COVID-19 positive individual, if these 
staff continue to work on campus, rapid testing must be performed periodically for 10 days post-
exposure. 

School Closures 

If evidence exists that COVID is being widely spread in the schools, the district may take action 
up to and including closing school for a specified number of days. If this is necessary, the district 
will try to use the holidays that are already built into the school calendar. This may mean that we 
turn three-day weekends into four- or five-day weekends. As much notification as possible will 
be given to parents/guardians if the district decides to close additional days.  

The district has a two-week break at Thanksgiving and another two-week break at Christmas.  

Communications 

The district will distribute an update each week of the school year. The update will furnish the 
current number of positive COVID cases at each campus. 

Each campus will also furnish information to parents when a positive case of COVID is 
determined at the campus.  

We encourage all parents and guardians to communicate openly with the district and campuses 
on questions related not only about COVID, but about any illness their child may be 
experiencing.  


