
What is the Texas Talking Book Program? 
The Talking Book Program is a free library service for people unable to 
read standard print because of a visual, physical, or reading disability.  
The Talking Book Program (TBP) is a division of the Texas State Library 
and Archives Commission.  Since 1931, TBP has participated as a 
regional library of the National Library Service for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, a division of the Library of Congress. 
 
Who is Eligible? 
Anyone with a valid Texas address who is unable to read standard print 
because of a visual, physical, or reading disability.  Eligible veterans 
receive priority service. 
 
What does is cost? 
Nothing.  All TBP services and the use of playback equipment are free, 
including return postage. 
 
What formats are available? 
Books and magazines come in various formats, including: Downloads to 
a computer, transferable to a flash drive or thumb drive, books and 
magazines in Braille, audio, and large print format are also available by 
mail. 
 
To get started: 
Call toll free 1-800-252-9605 
Visit the web site www. TexasTalkingBooks.org 
Send an email to tbp.services!esl.texas.gov 

The Texas Talking Book Program 

Upcoming Test Date and 
Upcoming Holidays 

approximately two hours earlier than 
usual. Friday, December 20 is also the 
end of the 3rd six weeks and the end 
of the first semester of the 2019-2020 
school year. Christmas Holidays will 
be December 23-January 6. Monday, 
January 6 is a staff workday. January 
6 is a school holiday for students. All 
classes will resume Tuesday, January 
7 at regular times. 

 End of Course Test-
ing—December 10—
13 

 Christmas Con-
cert—December 
12—7:00 PM 

 Christmas on the 
Square—December 
14—6PM—8PM. 

 2nd Grade Christ-
mas Around the 
World—16 & 17 

 Board Meeting De-
cember 16– 6:00 PM 
- High School Li-
brary 

 Early Out —
December 19 & 20—
School dismissed 2 
hours early 

 Christmas Vacation 
December 23—
January 3 

 Workday—January 
6 

 Classes resume— 
January 7 
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News Briefs 

End of course tests for High School stu-
dents will take place the week of De-
cember 10-13. Please contact the High 
School for specific dates and times of 
the tests. EISD will have two early re-
lease days prior to the Christmas Holi-
days. Thursday, December 19 and Fri-
day, December 20 will both be early 
release days. School will be dismissed 



High School News 
Campus Information: Salad bar will also be closed on 
November 22nd and December 2nd. We will reopen on De-
cember 3rd.  Will also be closed December 19th and 20th 
and will reopen on January 7th, 2020. 
Yearbook: The yearbook staff has completed their first 
plant deadline and is hard at work on the second. 
Dates to Remember: 
Yearbooks may be purchased online or at school for $50 
through January 31, 2020. This is the last day to purchase 
a yearbook. 
 
Band: The High School band has had a very successful 
marching season – placing in the Area contest finals for 
the first time in Eustace history. We enjoyed a great ac-
complishment of straight 1st division at UIL Region and 
then placement in the top 10 out of 23 bands at Area. 
We will now work on our Christmas concerts at the Audi-
torium on Dec 12th at 7:00 PM and the Christmas on the 
Square at 6:00 PM, Dec 14th. We will also have individu-
als working on All Region auditions to be held on Dec 4th. 
Thanks to all our supporters. ** See attached photo** 
 
Basketball: Girls basketball is getting off to a great start! 
All teams played in their first scrimmage Saturday, 11/9. It 
was a great look into what will be a successful year! We 
played our first game Tuesday, 11/12 against Ferris. Both 
JV teams came away with a win, and varsity fell just a 
little short. Varsity was led in scoring by Iciar Aragon 
with 10 points, followed by Keidria Hurd with 8 points, 
and Emma Bell with 7 points. Tournament season is 
quickly approaching. There will be a lot of great basket-
ball to watch! The Lady Bulldogs will also be participat-
ing in the Trinidad tournament (12/5-7) and the Edgewood 
tournament (12/12-14). We have an exciting team this 
year and are looking forward to building on excellence! 
 
Cross Country:  
STATE:  The Eustace Boys Cross Country team partici-
pated in the UIL Cross Country State Championships at 
Old Settlers Park in Round Rock, TX on Saturday, No-
vember 9, 2019.   
          The boys were up against the best in the State of 
Texas and were able to come out on top and win the meet! 

Primary Campus  Intermediate Campus 
PK 100  3  123 
K 115  4  114108 
1  107  5  115 
2  126   
Total  448  Total 340 
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Middle School   High School 
6 128   9 114 
7 126   10 104 
8 122   11 124 
    12 108 
Total 376   Total 450 
 
Total District Enrollment 1,620 
Total District Enrollment Year Ago 1,560 

Enrollment Update 12-2-2019 

In the 3A division the boys placed 1st out of the 16 
teams and 150 individuals and had a total of 85 points, 
besting 2nd place by 27 points. In the 5k (3.1 miles) race 
distance, the team earned an average time of 16 minutes 
and 25 seconds. They were led by Senior Dalton Page 
who placed 2nd overall and ran a time of 15:43 and 
earned All-State honors. Close behind was Senior Jaden 
Lopez who placed 10th overall who ran a time of 16:08 
and earned All-State honors. Next,  was Sophomore 
Trenton Porte who placed 18th and ran a 16:21 and 
earned All-State honors, Senior Colby Carpenter placed 
35th and ran a 16:46, Senior John Saine placed 58th and 
ran a 17:08, Senior Collin Sutton placed 61st and ran a 
17:13, and Junior Nate Holland placed 84th and ran a 
17:30.  
Regionals:   The Eustace Varsity Cross Country teams 
participated in the Regional Championships at Kate Barr 
Park in Huntsville, TX on Monday, October 28, 2019.  
        The Girls race was made up of 178 individuals and 
24 teams. The Eustace girls placed 5th overall, just 
missing earning a spot at state by one place and only 9 
points. The Girls were led by Freshman Paige Row who 
placed 29th, Madisen Kulsa placed 37th, Macy Penix 
placed 46th, Krislynn Westbrook placed 48th, 
Brookelyn Patterson placed 57th, Elexis Porte placed 
70th, and Morgan Buccafurno placed 105th.  
        The Boys race had 178 total runners and 24 teams, 
The Eustace boys’ team was Meet Champions! They 
outranked the next team by 40 points and had our top 5 
runners receive All Region Honors. The Team was led 
by Dalton Page who placed 5th, Jaden Lopez who 
placed 6th, and Trenton Porte who placed 7th, next was 
Colby carpenter who placed 12th, John Saine who 
placed 15th, Collin Sutton placed 21st, and Nate Hol-
land placed 27th.  
Football: Football season ended on November 8th.  We 
finished in fifth place in district, one place out of a 
playoff berth.  The players did an amazing job each 
week stepping into positions and situations that where 
new to them and competing hard even though we had 
lost 13 players from or original varsity roster of 24.  In-
juries plagued the team, but each week the team pre-
pared and worked to improve and expected to win. The 
positive side is that a lot of young players gained varsity 
experience and that will be invaluable as they move into 
next season.   

(Continued on page 5) 



Early Childhood Update: 
Early Childhood has a great month filled with 
autumn exploration. Some of our students have 
been on leaf hunts and looking for signs of fall. 
Other students did scavenger hunts with their 
families and brought the leaves, nuts and fall 
findings to school. We are preparing for Thanks-
giving making turkey crafts, Indian hats and leaf 
rubs. Our students will celebrate Thanksgiving 
with a traditional turkey feast with friend and 
families in our classrooms. Early Childhood stu-
dents will have the opportunity to measure and 
mix real recipes to be enjoyed. We also had a 
fabulous visit to the Cedar Creek Library. Stu-
dents listened to stories, played games and made 
crafts. We are all excited for the upcoming holi-
day season. 
Kindergarten Update: 
Kindergarten has had a busy and exciting month.  
We have had fun carving pumpkins before our 
Pumpkin Patch carnival at school and dressing 
up as our favorite book character.  The teachers 
had just as much fun as the kiddos dressing up as 
our favorite childhood book characters. Eddie 
the Eagle also came to visit each kindergarten 
classroom. We learned about what we should do 
if we ever see a gun.  We always stop, don’t 
touch, run away, and tell a grown-up. Congratu-
lations to our Kindergartner Jessica Fletcher in 
Mrs. Castro’s class for winning a bicycle for 
having perfect attendance! Our kiddos have also 
had an exciting time using all the new technolo-
gy we have been so lucky to receive. Our 
Prowise boards have the capability to lay flat so 
that our children can use them as a flat working 
surface to learn and maneuver on. Each class has 
also received a class set of Chromebooks. Wow! 
We have been so fortunate. 
 1st Grade Update: 
First grade has had a busy November so far. We 
celebrated Halloween with Pumpkin Patch at the 
end of October. We got to show off our cos-
tumes to our teachers and enjoy many fun games 
and sweet candy. First Grade also celebrated Na-
tional Book Author's day on November 1st, by 
dressing as our favorite book characters. The 
first-grade teachers dressed up as Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs. We had a visit from the 
Tooth Fairy and his fairy in training. They sent 
us home with toothbrushes, timers, floss, and 
toothpaste. The Primary had a perfect attendance 
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Primary News drawing for the second six weeks and our first grader, Jaxon 
Gilley won a Spider-Man bike. First grade has learned how 
to subtract using a number line, pictures, and counters. We 
have learned the long o and u pattern, and the hard and soft 
c and g patterns in reading and spelling. In social studies we 
talked about Veterans day and veterans. In Science we 
talked about force and how objects can be moved through 
pushing and pulling.  
2nd Grade Update: 
Second graders celebrated Veteran’s Day in many ways. 
Students wrote veterans letters, interviewed veterans, and 
some students received a visit from a veteran. Second grade 
will complete a book study on Harry Allard’s “Miss Nel-
son” book series with a field trip to Dallas Children’s Thea-
ter on December 6th. Second grade is also gearing up for 
Christmas Around the World. It is a great season to be in 
second grade.   

 
 

Veteran Visits 2nd Grade 
 



November was a busy month at the Intermediate... 
Our annual fundraiser products arrived, and we 
would like to thank all who purchased the cookie 
dough, popcorn, and other products! This helps us 
provide student rewards, such as Reeve Rascals, 
Fun in the Sun Days, Perfect Attendance Bicycles, 
Pizza Parties, and much more!!!  Report cards 
were sent home on Thursday, November 14th. Per-
fect attendance drinks and right choice snow cones 
were given to students who earned these treats. 
The 2nd 6-weeks drawings were held on Friday, 
November 15th.  Winner of the Perfect Attend-
ance bicycle was Peyton King and winner of the 
All A’s Wal-Mart $50 gift card was Teri Adkis-
son. Several students with perfect attendance also 
“jumped” for $1 bills as they were drawn to “Jump 
for George”! Mrs. Frost’s 4th grade class won 
the Perfect Attendance Class Pizza Contest. 
Students who earned Reeve Rascals enjoyed pizza 
and an afternoon at the park, and Student of the 
Month winners received their yard sign and will 
soon enjoy lunch at Applebee’s. Our 3rd and 4th 
graders earned field trips to the movies, and Mrs. 
Davis took a group of 4th and 5th graders to the 
George Bush Library. Our Fall Book Fair was a 
huge success! Thank you for supporting our li-
brary and our love of reading. We also had an ex-
citing visit from NED. During this assembly, stu-
dents learned the importance of never giving up, 
encouraging others, and doing their best. Wow, 
what a month! 
 November Student of the Month Win-
ners: Lyla Horton, Sebastian Padron, Kyleigh 
Kulsa, Reagan Warren, Elizabeth Hardy, Kennedy 
Bragg, Cate Powers, William Self, Ellie Willett, 
Austin Duncan, Tatum Burks, and Gabrielle Key.  
 The following 5th grade students were 
GOLD CARD recipients for the 2nd six weeks: 
Madison Truitt, Collin Russell, Audrey Kilcrease, 
Miles Morton, Sophie Ferrell, Tristyn Steakley, 
Kylee Rushing, Ellie Willett, Asa Carter, Erin 
Marable, Bradyn Burelsmith, Van Poulter, Matson 
Adams, Amber McCalister, Jaylynn Ramirez, Ga-
brielle Key, Lily Gulick, Gena Hamilton, Paisley 
Leslie, Kimberly Millan, Lexi Cleek, Paige Quigg, 
Curtis Holland, and Lexi Thompson.  
 Our District UIL Contest will be held in 
Malakoff on Thursday, December 5th. 3rd grade 
events:  Music Memory, Chess, Number Sense, 
Ready Writing, Storytelling and Spelling.  4th 
grade events:  Art, Chess, Music Memory, Num-
ber Sense, Oral Reading, Ready Writing and 
Spelling.  5th grade events:  Art, Chess, Music 

Intermediate News Memory, Dictionary Skills, Listening Skills, Maps, 
Charts, & Graph Skills, Social Studies, Number 
Sense, Oral Reading, Ready Writing, and Spelling. 
Students and teachers have been working hard in 
preparation for this event. Good Luck to all of our 
participants!  
 
Upcoming events: 
Dec. 5  District UIL Contest 
Dec. 13 Decorate the Tree on the Square  
Dec. 14 Christmas on the Square  
Dec. 19 Early Release  
Dec. 20 Early Release / 6-Weeks and Semester 
  Drawings / Money-Aire 
 

Blaine Williams UIL  



Volleyball: Your Lady Bulldogs finished up a successful sea-
son. They finished 28-11 with a district record of 11-3. They 
finished 2nd in district and were Bi-District finalist. Several 
members of the Lady Bulldogs were awarded All District hon-
ors. Rubi Bailey (Junior) was named Offensive Player of the 
Year. Maggie Groom (Senior) and Emma Bell (Freshman) 
were named to the First Team. Ella Taylor (Junior) and, Geor-
gia Utz (Junior) were named to the Second Team. Honorable 
Mention honors went to Havynn Mahaffey (Junior), Alyssa 
Lane (Junior), and Kierra Abrahamson (Junior). Academic All 
District were Emma Bell, Ella Taylor, Cloie Ahrens, Rubi Bai-
ley, Maggie Groom, Georgia Utz, Brooke McCord, Havynn 
Mahaffey, Samaria Cofer, Kierra Abrahamson, and Gracey 
Pitchford. Both JV teams finished with great seasons as well 
and all represented Eustace very well. Great job ladies and 
thank you for a great season!  
 
Bible History: The Bible History class with Coach Powers 
along with the government classes of Ms. Goodell and Coach 
Hardy, would like to extend a great thank you to Judge Wade 
McKinney for sharing his thoughts in a presentation showing 
the relationship of government with the history of times 
past.  In his presentation he was able to pull the history relating 
all the way back to biblical times and showed how history 
formed our present-day governmental system.  Students were 
able to spend time asking questions that afforded them an op-
portunity to interact with someone that began his career just 
wanting to be a cowboy and bale hay and soon learned that we 
all have to help our fellow man if we are to succeed as a 
whole.  Since that time, he has spent his life dedicated to help-
ing others both as a commissioner and now as our County 
Judge.  A great opportunity for our students to visit with a for-
mer graduate that leads by example.  
LID: Our High School and Middle School Bowling Teams 
competed in the Special Panthers Classic and brought lots of 
heavy hardware back home to Eustace.  Congratulations Bow-
lers, we are Bulldog Proud of you all!  *see attached photo* 
NHS:  Hosted their first toiletry drive and raised over 200 trav-
el sized items to donate to a local shelter. Coach Chris Powers' 
Focus donated the most items and won a pizza party for their 
participation. In March, NHS members will be attending a lead-
ership camp with members from the Middle School NJHS. Stu-
dents will work on communication and team building skills to 
bring back and use within the community. NHS members are 
fundraising and seeking sponsorship to help cover the cost. If 
you are interested in sponsoring a student, please contact Mrs. 
Miley at tmiley@eustaceisd.net for more information.  
 
P.E Pals: The PE Pal class traveled to AT&T Stadium in Ar-
lington.  They had a great time touring the locker rooms and 
playing on the field. **see attached photo** Also, the PE Pal 
Class are gearing up for the holiday season.  In the month of 
December, students will go Christmas shopping and will attend 
the Ice Exhibit featuring Charlie Brown at the Gaylord Hotel. 
 
Spanish Club: On October 23, the Spanish Club traveled to the 
Meadows Museum, a gem of an attraction housed at Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas. Twenty-two students, accom-
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panied by Dr. O’Dunne, Mr. Miley, and Mrs. Foster enjoyed a 
guided tour of the Spanish art for which the Meadows is right-
ly known. Students learned about numerous important Spanish 
painters and artistic periods. After the tour, the group enjoyed 
lunch and fellowship at La Pradera restaurant in Kaufman.  
On the days leading up to Halloween, Spanish Club members 
participated in a fun craft. Each student designed and painted a 
bright skull figure on a small pot. This activity took place in 
the old chemistry lab, which Dr. and Mrs. O’Dunne had deco-
rated for the occasion. Christian Lopez kept lively Mexican 
music playing while students worked on their planters. Every-
one enjoyed a piece of delicious flan. The next event will be a 
poetry-slam. Several students will select a poem from some-
where in the Spanish-speaking world and will recite it before 
members and other guests. The readings will of course be 
sweetened by another scrumptious dessert.    **see attached 
photo** 
 
Theater Arts: Theater students attended the Van High School 
Performing Arts festival on October 26th. Riley Kitchens com-
peted in the Dance contest and received a Superior Ribbon. 
Shalyn Thomas competed in the Poetry Interpretation contest 
and received an Excellent Ribbon. Olivia Cantu competed in 
Cold Auditions and received an Excellent ribbon and a Superi-
or Ribbon for Improvisation with Shalyn. Makayla Roberts 
competed in the poster contest and received a Superior Ribbon 
while Ashley Millan Received an Excellent ribbon in costume 
design. Livia Mancinelli received an Excellent ribbon for her 
improvisation with Riley Kitchens. Out of 120 possible points 
the ladies earned 95 total coming in at the 4th place sweep-
stakes spot! Great job ladies! Bulldog Proud! 
 
Tickets for A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, dramatized 
by Martha B. King, will be on sale during flex lunches on No-
vember 19th & 20th and December 4th. Tickets will be sold in 
advance to the student body during both lunches all three days. 
Purchase two or more of your tickets in advance on one of 
these three days to receive an instant savings of $1.00 per tick-
et. Single tickets sales and tickets sold at the door will be $5.00 
per person. Performance dates and times for the Eustace High 
School Fall Play, A Christmas Carol, are December 19th-21st 
at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 22nd at 3:00 p.m. 
 
UIL: Congratulations to Blaine Williamson who competed at 
the UIL Congress Regional Meet.  He competed against 23 
competitors and finished 8th. **see attached photo* 
 
Bulldog Proud! 
 
  



Page 6 

 

Mighty Bulldog Marching Band 

2019 Christmas  
Concert 

  
Thursday 

 
 December 12 

 
7:00 PM 

 
High School  
Auditorium 

 
Admission is Free! 

Day of the Dead Project Anna Bragg and Brook McCord 

Members of the Spanish Club in Front of Picasso Sculpture at  
Meadows Museum at SMU 



Kindergarten Pumpkins 

Early Childhood Thanksgiving 

Early Childhood Bike Ride 

Kindergarten Using Chromebooks 

Kindergarten Using Prowise Board 

Early Childhood Library Visit 



Intermediate School—Students of the Month 

Intermediate Students at the George Bush Library 

Intermediate Students—Fall Book Fair 

Kindergarten Students Using Prowise Board 

Primary—Mrs. Oakley’s Reading Class 

Primary—Mrs. Oakley’s Class Reading 



Intermediate School—Students of the Month 

Team Shirt Day 

Primary—Mrs. Oakley’s Class Reading 

High School Theater Awards 


