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Paris ISD Teacher Promotes Young Educators 
Thanks to the determination of a 
group of young education leaders 
headed by a Paris ISD teacher, the 
National Education Association will 
use its communications network to 
help state and local teacher unions 
recruit, prepare and retain young 
educators for the public schools. 
 

The Caucus of Young Educators, or-
ganized only a year ago, proposed 
and won passage of the necessary 
business item at NEA’s recent Rep-
resentative Assembly, or national 
convention, in New Orleans. 
 

“The quality of public education in Texas and our nation in the future will depend on young 
teachers, counselors and other support workers entering and staying in the profession today. 
Support and mentoring from other educators are critical to their success,” said Katharine 
Ashby, the caucus chair and founder. She is a sixth grade social studies and science teacher at 
Crockett Intermediate School in Paris ISD and a member of the NEA/Texas State Teachers As-
sociation’s affiliate in Paris. 
 

The National Education Association, through its affiliates, represents 3.2 million educators and 
support professionals – such as counselors, nurses, bus drivers and cafeteria workers --  
throughout the country. 
 

The initiative commits NEA to “research and publish, using existing communications devices, 
information that would assist state and local affiliates in creating programs to educate, recruit 
and retain educators, including substitute teachers and ESPs (education support professionals), 
within the first five years of their professional careers.” 
 

“What started with a simple observation turned into a movement,” Ashby said. 
 

She came up with the idea of creating the Caucus of Young Educators when she attended her 
first NEA convention in Washington in 2008. She noticed there were caucuses for just about 
every group or interest imaginable – both serious and not-so-serious – except younger educa-
tors. 
 

So she started collecting email addresses from potential members, submitted the necessary pa-
perwork to NEA and, with her new colleagues, organized the caucus at the Representative As-
sembly in San Diego last year. 
 

Ashby and other caucus members planned to continue their work in New Orleans but, after ar-
riving, noticed that many of their colleagues who had been in San Diego were missing because 
their jobs had been terminated since the 2009 convention. 
 

So, they discussed their concerns about young educator jobs with NEA Executive Board Mem-
ber Greg Johnson, a high school choir director from Oklahoma, and then lobbied delegates for 
the NEA commitment. 

Caucus of Young Educators (NEA) officers. Left to right are 
Nicole Glacer, secretary, Josh Brown, co-chair, Katharine Ashby, 
chair, Troi Orias, treasurer 


