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International leaders visit Paris High School 

      A delegation of foreign professionals 
from Nigeria, Oman, and the Philippines 
visited Paris High School on Friday, Nov. 
12. The visitors were invited to the United 
States under the auspices of the Department 
of State’s International Visitor Leadership 
Program.  

     The purpose of their visit is to examine 
the U.S. system of education and current 
trends in elementary and secondary school 
education, to explore innovative education 
initiatives that respond to the needs of 
American youth to prepare them to become 
productive and responsible citizens, to 
compare and contrast the American 
education system with their own, to identify 
common interests and concerns, and to 
facilitate cooperation among educators 
worldwide.  

     The visitors included Mr. Shamsudeen 
Faruk from Nigeria, Dr. Mohammed 
Abdullah from Oman, and Mr. Levi Butihen 
from the Philippines. They were 
accompanied by Aaron B. Steers-Smith who 
is affiliated with the World Learning Visitor 
Exchange Program, the national 
programming agency that worked with the 
State Department on the development and 
implementation of the program. Jerry Jordan  

International visitors learn about the Future Problem Solving Program at Paris High School.  FPS 
Coach Sandra Strom and her students explained the 6-step process.  Photographed from the left are 
Strom, Sabre Standifer, Ellen Temple, John Lewis, Will Henderson, Coltin Dagenhart, Betsy Torres, 
and Houston Scott. 

with The North Texas Council for International 
Visitors served as their host in North Texas.  

     Mr. Faruk is an Administrative Officer at the 
Sokota State Ministry of Women’s Affairs and an 
English Teacher at the National Teacher Training 
Institute. Dr. Abdullah is an Educational Expert 
with the Ministry of Education. Mr. Butihen is an 
elementary school principal. 

     They heard numerous presentations on topics 
such as curriculum, accountability, technology, 
gifted education, future problem solving, course 
offerings, and curriculum. They saw a student 
demonstration of future problem solving and visited 
an English class where they observed both 
technology use in a writing assignment and the 
differences in teaching strategies. 

     Since its inception in 1940, thousands of 
distinguished individuals have participated in the 
Program, including more than 290 current and 
former Chiefs of State and Heads of Government, 
thousands of cabinet-level ministers, and many 
other distinguished leaders from the public and 
private sectors. The international visitors are 
selected and nominated annually by American 
Foreign Service Officers at U.S. Embassies around 
the world. For more information, go to http://
exchanges.state.gov/ivlp/ivlp.html or call Jerry 
Jordan at 214-368-6202. 

 


