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Hard work pays off for PHS Drumline 

Before the sun was fully up this summer, you could find the Paris High School Drumline on the prac-
tice field.  Students began practice at 7:15 am every day during the season after moving an enor-
mous amount of equipment to the field from the band hall.  Each section of the drumline had an af-
ter school practice each week from 4 - 5:30 pm and all students were required to pass off all music 
by memory in order to perform at that week's event. 
 
These long hours of hard work paid off for the Paris Drumline at last week's Percussive Arts Society 
International Convention (PASIC) in Indianapolis, IN, with a performance that earned them the 
highly coveted Fred J. Sanford Award.  
 
According to the PASIC website, the award, named in honor of the legendary percussionist-teacher-
composer, is presented to the highest scoring ensemble of the competition regardless of classifica-
tion or scholastic level.  Last year's winner was Marcus High School, while other past winners include 
other Texas Class 5A programs Flower Mound and Georgetown along with the University of North 
Texas. 
 
The Fred Sanford award is a traveling trophy and will have Paris High School engraved on it and dis-
played at the high school for one year.  As winners of the Sanford trophy the group will also have 
their name included in the PASIC program every year as well as displayed in the Percussive Arts So-
ciety Museum.   
 
The group, under the direction of Shawn and Erica Wellman, also returned with first-place trophies 
for best drumline in the standstill division, best snare line, best tenor line, and best front ensemble.  
 
Director Shawn Wellman commented on the win saying, “Erika and I could not be more proud of the 
kids. They worked very hard all season and have accomplished things that are unheard of for a 
small town high school with limited resources.  This is truly epic, surreal, and a moment the stu-
dents and staff will remember forever.” 
 
Drumline members include: 
Front Ensemble: Abby Chandler, Paul Cook, Kevion Ellis, Elle Hussey, Joni Iglehart, Kayla Naron, 
Gabby Parker, Cortney Stewart, Cieara Roberts, Elizabeth Zimmerson  
Tenor: Jackson Reeves, McKenzie Webb, Will Whitaker  
Snare: Devin England, Nate Goss, Kelli Lahman  
Bass: Hunter Bruce, Daniel Colin, Allison Ensey, Thomas Fisher, Anthony Tran  

PASIC is the world's largest and most prestigious gathering of percussive arts and features over 130 
clinics, concerts, master classes, and performances by the world’s most noted percussion artists. 
Over 6,000 drummers and percussionists from around the world gathered at the Indiana Convention 
Center and Westin Hotel for this year’s event.  A truly international event, PASIC artists represented 
Asia, Africa, Europe, North America and South America. 

The Paris 2010 season included four drumline competitions where Paris brought home two first 
place drumline awards, one runner-up award, and now a national championship.  

Members of the ensemble are pictured below.  From left to right:  Kneeling: Elizabeth Zim-
merman, Gabby Parker, Cieara Roberts Standing First row: Elle Hussey, Erika Wellman, 
Cortney Stewart, Abby Chandler, Daniel Colin, Joni Iglehart, Kayla Naron, Allison Ensey, 
Devin England, Kelli Lahman, Hunter Bruce, Jackson Reeves, Anthony Tran, Shawn 
Wellman Back row: Nate Goss, Paul Cook, Thomas Fisher, McKenzie Webb, Kevion Ellis, 
Will Whitaker 


